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Realities that we have to acknowledge:
1. God is the Creator; man is the created => qualitative difference
2. God is infinite; man is finite => limitation to our understanding
3. God is perfect, holy and wise; man has fallen and is corrupted
4. God can resolve perfectly, what we cannot resolve in our mind
5. We go as far as what God has revealed in His word, and no further

For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher
than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. ( Isa 55:9)

God is holy, righteous and loving
You shall be holy, for I the LORD your God am holy. (Lev 19:2b)

God does everything in holiness and perfection; absolutely no evil

Whatever that God does, it is holy and good

God is holy, righteous and loving
and he judges the world with righteousness;
he judges the peoples with uprightness.(Ps 9:8)
Will not the Judge of all the earth do what is right?” (Gen 18:25)
God cannot tolerate sin, sin must be dealt with;
Whenever God judges, it is always fair;
God does not make mistakes

Abraham

God is holy, righteous and loving
……………God is love. (1 John 4:8b)

God’s love is the source of all love, mercy,
grace, compassion
…..having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end.
(John 13:1b)
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bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the end of the earth,
7 everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I
formed and made.” (Isa 43:6b-7)

Leaders of Protestant Reformation

Martin Luther (1483 -1546)
German theologian
Became a priest 1507
Reject practices of Roman Catholic Church
Nailed 95 theses on All Saints’ church,
Wittenberg in 1517

French theologian
Born from catholic family,
converted to Protestantism 1533 (24yo)
The Institutes of the Christian Religion 1536 (27 yo)

Total Depravity

Is NOT utter depravity

Does not mean that man is as wicked and as worst as he can be or as
bad as like everyone else
• Man is born with inherent sin nature
• All of man is radically affected by sin
• Man is completely sinful

Absolute Inability; Radical corruption

Did God create sin?

Origin of sin

Where does sin come from?
Why does a good God allow sin?

How does sin affects a man and the world?

Consequence of sin

Is man totally depraved and nothing good?
What is man’s destiny? Creation destiny?
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In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. (Gen 1:1)
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“very good”
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and God saw everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good. And
there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. (Gen 1:31)
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Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, ..(Rom 5:12a)

Sin is not a created being;
It is the absence of holiness; disobeying God’s command;
Falling short of God’s standards

God is holy and did not create sin
Sin = Hamartia
Where does sin come from?

Why does a good God allow sin?

Let’s go to Genesis

Where does sin come from?

God bless the man: (Gen 1:28-29)
Purpose: “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth;
Power:
subdue it, and have dominion (fish, birds, every living thing )
Provision: “Behold, I have given you every plant yielding seed that is on
the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its fruit. You shall have
them for food.

Man shall submit to God’s will and give Him glory

God of Providence
And the LORD God planted a garden in Eden,……..(Gen 2:8)

So the LORD God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and while he
slept took one of his ribs and closed up its place with flesh. (Gen 2:21)

Now out of the ground the LORD God had
formed every beast of the field and every bird of the
heavens and brought them to the man to see what
he would call them. And whatever the man called
every living creature, that was its name. (Gen 2:19)

God gave man free will

God gave a command

husband is the head of the wife (Eph 5:23)

And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You may surely eat of
every tree of the garden, 17 but of the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.”
(Gen 2:16-17)
A command with a warning

Serpent tempted the woman (Gen 3:1-5)
1. “Did God actually say, ‘You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’?” Doubt
2. “You will not surely die. Deception
3. For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you
will be like God, knowing good and evil.” Desires
God is hiding something from you
God is less good than He is
You will be much better if you listen to me

So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it
was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make
one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her
husband who was with her, and he ate. (Gen 3:6)
Desires of the flesh
Desires of the eyes
Pride of life

Sin was conceived

Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—
the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is
not from the Father but is from the world. (1 John 2:15-16)

Desires of eyes:
Desires of flesh:
Good for food

Delight to the eyes
Pride of life:
Desired to make one wise

The temptation of Jesus
The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone
to become bread.”(Luke 4:3)

Desires of the flesh

And Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread
alone.’ (Luke 4:4)

And the devil took him up and showed him all the kingdoms of the world
in a moment of time, 6 and said to him, “To you I will give all this authority
and their glory, for it has been delivered to me, and I give it to whom I
will. 7 If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.”(Luke 4:5-6)

Desires of the eyes

And Jesus answered him, “It is written,
“‘You shall worship the Lord your God,
and him only shall you serve.’” (Luke 4:8)

And he took him to Jerusalem and set him on the pinnacle of the temple
and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from
here, 10 for it is written, “‘He will command his angels concerning you, to
guard you,’ 11 and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike
your foot against a stone.’” (Luke 4:9-11)

Pride of life
And Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘You
shall not put the Lord your God to the
test.’” (Luke 4:12)

And when the devil had ended every temptation, he departed from
him until an opportune time. (Luke 4:13)
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him,
saying, “Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never
happen to you.” Mat 16:22)

But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! You are a
hindrance to me.(Mat 16:23a)

When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands
on me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness.”(Luke 22:53)

Jesus Christ lived a sinless life
For we do not have a high priest who is
unable to sympathize with our
weaknesses, but one who in every
respect has been tempted as we are, yet
without sin.(Heb 4:15)

Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you. (James 4:7)

Where does sin come from?
Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” for God
cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each
person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire. 15 Then
desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown
brings forth death.(James 1:13-14)

Death

God is good, all good and only good.
God is not the source of evil or the author of evil
Evil came into the world by a choice made by Adam and Eve
When Adam and Eve disobeyed God, evil became a reality

Sin is not an entity, not a force, not a being, but the absence of moral perfection, a negative

Why did God give free will to man?

Robot

then the LORD God formed the man of dust from the
ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life,
and the man became a living creature. (Gen2:7)

Augustine of Hippo (354-430)

4 stages of free will of man
Pre-Fall Man Post-Fall Man
able to sin
able to sin
able to not sin unable to not sin

Adam & Eve

unbeliever
Total depravity

Reborn Man
able to sin
able to not sin

believer

Glorified Man
No longer sin
unable to sin

glorified saints

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, (Ro 3:23)

Effects of sin

Total Depravity of man

Man has fallen from his original position

Purity, innocence, joy were replaced

And the man and his wife were
both naked and were not
ashamed. (Gen 2:25)

Total depravity

corruption, perversion, evil &
twisted thoughts, crept in
Then the eyes of both were
opened, and they knew that they
were naked. And they sewed fig
leaves together and made
themselves loincloths. (Gen 3:7)

Total depravity Separation from God

Guilt and shame

And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the
cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9 But
the LORD God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?”
(Gen 3:8-9)
Man is head of woman

Man has fallen from his original position

The devil had fallen from his original position.
“How you are fallen from heaven, O Day Star, son of Dawn!
How you are cut down to the ground, you who laid the nations low!
13 You said in your heart, ‘I will ascend to heaven;
above the stars of God I will set my throne on high;
I will sit on the mount of assembly in the far reaches of the north;14 I will
ascend above the heights of the clouds;
I will make myself like the Most High.’
15 But you are brought down to Sheol,
to the far reaches of the pit.(Isa 14:12-15)

The angels had fallen from their original position
And the angels who did not stay within their
own position of authority, but left their proper
dwelling, he has kept in eternal chains under
gloomy darkness until the judgment of the great
day—(Jude1: 6)
His tail swept down a third of the stars of
heaven and cast them to the earth. (Rev 12:4a)

Demons

You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's
desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out
of his own character, for he is a liar and the father of lies.(John 8:44)

You were blameless in your ways from the
day you were created, till unrighteousness
was found in you. (Eze 28:15-16)

Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death
through sin, and so death spread to all men because all sinned(Ro 5:12)
Imputed sin: reckoning of guilt

All men sin in Adam
All men have been corrupted

Death

Original sin: ruin of nature

Corrupted hearts,
thoughts and feelings
Inherent fallen
nature

Evil deeds

Innate sinful
tendencies
Morally ruined
Darkened
conscience

God’s order

Man’s disobedience

God

God

Man

Man

Animals and
nature

Animals and
nature

Consequence of sin

Death
For the wages of sin is death (Ro 6:23)

but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in
the day that you eat of it you shall surely die.” (Gen 2:16-17)

Physical death
Adam lived for 930 years (Gen 5:5)

Spiritual death
Immediate

1. Physical death and face judgment
And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes
judgment (Heb 9:27)

2. Spiritual death - Separation from God
They are darkened in their understanding, alienated
from the life of God because of the ignorance that is
in them, due to their hardness of heart. (Eph 4:18)

He drove out the man,..(Gen 3:24a)

Another of the disciples said to him, “Lord, let me first go and bury my
father.” 22 And Jesus said to him, “Follow me, and leave the dead to bury
their own dead.” (Mat 8:21)

spiritually dead bury their own physical dead

Man is dead
And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once
walked, following the course of this world, following the prince of the
power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of
disobedience— (Eph 2:1-2)

When does a person become a sinner?
Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity,
and in sin did my mother conceive me. (Ps 51:5)

10 as

it is written:
“None is righteous, no, not one;
11
no one understands;
no one seeks for God.
12 All have turned aside;
together they have become worthless;
no one does good,
not even one.” (Ro 3:10-12)

God

Man
“Their throat is an open grave;

What about us doing good deeds? Charity works?
For all of us have become like one who is unclean,
And all our righteous deeds are like a filthy garment; ( Isa 64:6a)

Man tries to be religious and find his own gods

Man tries own method

Our sin nature, inherent corruption, inborn
depravity cause us to sin naturally

From man’s own desire
and disobedience
Where does sin come from?
Corruption > Death
Where does sin leads man to?

Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain
rose up against his brother Abel and killed him. (Gen 4:8)
Gen 4:5-7
•
•
•
•
•

Cain’s offering was not pleasing to God
Cain was angry and displayed it
Cain did not do well
Sin was crouching near Cain
Cain succumbed to sin’s desire

Evil > Jealousy > hate > murder
1 John 3:12 –who was of the evil one and murdered his brother, …….because his own deeds were evil and his
brother’s righteous

Thus all the days that Adam lived were 930 years, and he died. (Gen 5:5)
Thus all the days of Seth were 912 years, and he died. (Gen 5:8)
Thus all the days of Enosh were 905 years, and he died. (Gen 5:11)

The LORD saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and
that every intention of the thoughts of his heart was only evil
continually. (Gen 6:5)
V11-12 Earth was corrupt; flesh was corrupt; filled with violence

Gen 7:11 God flooded the world with water from top & bottom

and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher
of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the
world of the ungodly; (2 Pet 2:5)

Jesus spoke about His 2nd coming to judge and destroy the unbelievers
For as in those days before the flood they were eating and
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah
entered the ark, 39 and they were unaware until the flood came and
swept them all away, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then
two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. 41 Two
women will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one
left. 42 Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what day your
Lord is coming.(Mat 24:38-42)

26 Just

as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son
of Man. 27 They were eating and drinking and marrying and being given
in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and the flood
came and destroyed them all. (Luke 17:26-27)
Likewise, just as it was in the days of Lot—they were eating and
drinking, buying and selling, planting and building, 29 but on the day
when Lot went out from Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from heaven and
destroyed them all— 30 so will it be on the day when the Son of Man is
revealed. (Luke 17:28-30)
28

34 I

tell you, in that night there will be two in one bed. One will be taken
and the other left. 35 There will be two women grinding together. One
will be taken and the other left.” 37 And they said to him, “Where, Lord?”
He said to them, “Where the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.”
(Luke 17: 34-37)

Destroying the unbelievers

But because of your hard and impenitent heart you are storing
up wrath for yourself on the day of wrath when God's righteous
judgment will be revealed. (Ro 2:5)

What is the destiny of this created world?

Destroyed by Flood
Gen 7:6

Destroyed by Fire
2 Pet 3:7, 10-12

But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are
stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction
of the ungodly. (2 Pet 3:7)

10 But

the day of the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens
will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies will be burned up
and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it will be
exposed. (2 Pet 3:10)

Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought
you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting for and hastening
the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be set
on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they burn! (2
Pet 3:11-12)

Save the world?
Rather, let’s save souls

Who created hell?
Was it God or satan who created hell?

Is the devil in charge of hell?

All things were created by God, including hell
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were
made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was
made. (John 1:1-3)

God has prepared hell for the unsaved, devil and his angels
“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed,
into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. (Mat
25:41)

Jesus has the keys to death and hades
“Fear not, I am the first and the last, and
the living one. I died, and behold I am alive
forevermore, and I have the keys of Death
and Hades. (Rev 1:17b-18)

Only the Owner owns the key to his property

Beast and the false prophet
And the beast was captured, and with it the false prophet who in its
presence had done the signs by which he deceived those who had
received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped its image.
These two were thrown alive into the lake of fire that burns with
sulfur.(Rev 19:20)

God has the keys to bottomless pit
Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the
key to the bottomless pit and a great chain. 2 And he seized the dragon,
that ancient serpent, who is the devil and Satan, and bound him for a
thousand years, (Rev 20:1-2)
V3 – threw him, shut it and sealed it
Bound – restricted within space
1000 years – restricted within time

Devil, beast, false prophet will be thrown in hell
and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire
and sulfur where the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be
tormented day and night forever and ever. (Rev 20:10)
Horrible misery
Darkness
Tortuous and endless fire burning
Agony, pain and suffering
Tormenting
Weeping and gnashing of teeth, wailing, screaming
Anguish, anger, fear
Worm does not die

The unsaved will be thrown in hell
Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the
second death, the lake of fire. 15 And if anyone's name was not found written
in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. (Rev 20:14-15)
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•
•
•
•
•

God-haters and rejecters
Unregenerate sinners
Unconverted man
Unsaved man
False believers, fake believers

God provides salvation
And the LORD God made for Adam and for his wife garments of skins and
clothed them. (Gen 3:21)
God is holy, He is a judge that has to
punish you for your sins
God is love, God wants to save you

End
Next lesson, please read
(John 6)-- Jesus fed the 5000
(Luke 8:5-15) --The Parable of the Sower

