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Absolute Inability/Radical Corruption



God is eternal, holy, righteous, loving

Timeline
creation

Man
Therefore, just as sin came into the world
through one man, ..(Rom 5:12a)

sin

Very good
Gen 1 & 2

Gen 3

1 John 2:16
Desires of the flesh
Desires of the eyes
Pride of life

sin death
James 1:14 Physical &

Spiritual

Hell
all: imputed sin & sin nature

Lake of fire & sulphur



Wives, submit to your own
husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the
husband is the head of the wife even
as Christ is the head of the church
(Eph 5:22-23a)

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the
church and gave himself up for her, (Eph 5:25)

Headship (sacrifice & protect)

Submit in everything (honour & love)

the head of every man is Christ (1 Cor 11:3)

Very good



Headship (sacrifice & protect)
Submit everything (honour)

the head of every man is Christ (1 Cor 11:3)

Very good

Man wanted to be like God (Gen 3:5)

Woman listened to serpent and led man (V6)

Man submitted to wife and ate (V6)

The helper became a wrong leader

“The woman whom you gave to be with me,
she gave me fruit of the tree, and I ate.” (Gen
5:12)

Blaming God,
Blaming wife



Cursed is the ground, man suffers
in pain, labour in sweat, death

Woman suffers from birth pains,
conflict with man

Why are there sufferings in the world?

God’s judgment (Gen 3:14-19)

enmity between Devil’s offspring
and woman’s offspring, who shall
bruise its head

The righteous God must judge



Was God surpised by the rebellious act in the garden?

1. God exists
2. Evil exists (when man fall)
3. God permits evil to exist, for a purpose

you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, (Gen 50:20)

Our first parents, being seduced by the subtilty and temptation of Satan, sinned, in
eating the forbidden fruit. This their sin God was pleased, according to His wise
and holy counsel, to permit, having purposed to order it to His own glory.

Westminster Confession of Faith



Evil exist (pervasively, massively, dominantly)

1. Natural evil- cursed world- disasters, diseases, catastrophes, man live in
the mercy of the physical corruption

Rev 6-19 (Tribulation) 7 seals
judgment

7 trumpets
judgment

7 bowls
judgment



2. Moral evil - wickedness, sin, iniquity, transgression, the human race is
dominated by human sinfulness World war 1 = 40 million World war 2 = 85 million

Rev 6 - wars, saints
slain and beheaded

Mat 24 -False prophets, false
christs, lawlessness increase Rev 13 –idol worship



3. Supernatural evil - demons, satan
For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the
authorities, against the cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual
forces of evil in the heavenly places. (Eph 6:12)

prince of the power of the air, (Eph 2:2)

………ruler of this world ..(John 12:31)

…..god of this world (2 Cor 4:4)

and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.(1 John 5:19b)



The whole nature of a man is corrupted and stained by sin

Total Depravity - Radical corruption - dead in the trespasses and sins (Eph 2:1)

spirit deeds

mind

willheart

The heart is deceitful above all
things, and desperately sick; who
can understand it? (Jer 17:9)

Evil thoughts murder adultery Sexual
immmorality

theft False
withness

slanderMat 15:19



To the pure, all things are pure, but to the defiled and unbelieving, nothing
is pure; but both their minds and their consciences are defiled.(Tit 1:15)

Man’s mind

blackè white
rulesè bent
absoluteè relative
holinessè restrictive
purityè non-loving

Man starts to believe the half-truths



Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his spots?
Then also you can do good who are accustomed to do evil.(Jer 13:23)

Can natural man do good?

Sinners cannot change their sinful nature

“None is righteous, no, not one; (Rom 3:10)

no one does good, not even one.” (Rom 3:12b)

Any good will be just human ‘dead’ good.



you shall surely die.” (Gen 2:17b)

Physical death Spiritual death

Consequence of sin Death

1st death Immediate

For the wages of sin is death (Ro 6:23)

Eternal death
2nd death

and to dust you shall return (Gen 3:19b)

..alienated from the life of God.. (Eph 4:18)

dead in the trespasses and sins (Eph 2:1b)

Then Death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire.
This is the second death, the lake of fire. (Rev 20:14b)



What happens when a person dies?

Believer Unbeliever

And just as it is appointed for man to die once,
and after that comes judgment, (Heb 9:27)

we would rather be away from the body
and at home with the Lord. (2 Cor 5:8)

“ today you will be with me in paradise.” (Lk 23:43)

body

spirit with Christ

body Hades/Hell

Rev 20:11-15 Great White Throne



The rebellious

Show God to me, then I will believe !! ??

• If I can see a miracle, then I will believe. Really?



(Luke 16:19-30) The rich man and Lazarus

‘Heaven and Hell Theological Conference’



“There was a rich man who was clothed in purple and fine linen and who feasted
sumptuously every day. 20 And at his gate was laid a poor man named Lazarus,
covered with sores, 21 who desired to be fed with what fell from the rich man's table.
Moreover, even the dogs came and licked his sores. (Luke 16:19-21)

Present lives:

Rich man Lazarus

Wealthy
Healthy
Purple fine linen
Feasting
Inside a big house
Servants

Poverty
Sores
Naked
Hunger
Outside gate
Dogs

Did not give food to Lazarus

“blessed” “cursed”



The poor man died and was carried by the angels to Abraham's side. The rich man
also died and was buried, (Luke 16:22)

Death:

Rich man Lazarus

Died and buried Died and carried to
Abraham

“blessed” “cursed”
blessedcursed

“Abraham believed God, and it was counted to him as righteousness.” (Ro 4:3b)



and in Hades, being in torment, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham far off and
Lazarus at his side. And he called out, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and
send Lazarus to dip the end of his finger in water and cool my tongue, for I am in
anguish in this flame.’(Luke 16:23-24)

Eternal lives:

Rich man Lazarus

Hades
Loneliness
Anguish in flame

Heaven
Fellowship with Abraham
Comforted & feasting

blessedcursed

Superior nature “send Lazarus”
Merciless one pleaded for mercy

Real torture in body and soul
and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and
those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. (Jn 5:29)



But Abraham said, ‘Child, remember that you in your lifetime received your good
things, and Lazarus in like manner bad things; but now he is comforted here, and
you are in anguish. 26 And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has
been fixed, in order that those who would pass from here to you may not be able,
and none may cross from there to us.’ (Luke 16:25-26)

No relief in hades/hell
No more 2nd chance
Suffering is eternal and torment is forever



And he said, ‘Then I beg you, father, to send him to my father's house— 28 for I
have five brothers—so that he may warn them, lest they also come into this place
of torment.’(Luke 16:27-28)

Rich man’s said:

acknowledge that his 5 brothers will end in hell too

“send Lazarus” – treat with disdain
made request again

Requesting for a raised
Lazarus to show up

Miracle !



But Abraham said, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them hear them.’
(Luke 16:29)

For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to
everyone who believes, (Ro 1:16a)

Only way for salvation is to
hear and believe the truth

Not healing rallies

Not supernatural
visions

Not charismatic
leaders



And he said, ‘No, father Abraham, but if someone goes to them from the dead,
they will repent.’(Luke 16:30)

Rich man’s said:

Sinner:

• You are wrong, I am right
• I am wiser than you, listen to my method
• Preaching gospel is not enough to save
• Man needs supernatural signs and wonders to repent

Unrepentant, totally depraved and evil man’s behaviour, his natural self



He said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the Prophets, neither will they
be convinced if someone should rise from the dead.’”(Luke 16:31)

Abraham’s reply
They still won’t believe

not signs, not activities, not programs, not methods

give me life, O LORD, according to your word! (Ps 119:107b)

Only the gospel can save



John 11 - Lazarus was dead for 4 days

“Lazarus, come out.” V43

Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear his
voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and those
who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. (John 5:28-29)

2 resurrections

Resurrection of life Resurrection of judgment



So from that day on they made plans to put him to death.(John 11:53)

“What are we to do? For this man performs many signs. If we let him go on like
this, everyone will believe in him, and the Romans will come and take away both
our place and our nation.” (John 11:47b-48)

disregard and suppress truth Selfish motives



So the chief priests made plans to put Lazarus to death as well, 11 because on
account of him many of the Jews were going away and believing in Jesus. (John
12:10-11)

The chief priests schemed to murder Lazarus too
eliminate all potential risks

Do not want others to believe

…their unrighteousness suppress the truth (Ro 1:18)



Jesus said “no” because unregenerate man will not believe even if signs are performed

“Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you.” (Mat 12:38)

“An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given
to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah (V39)

Scribes and Pharisees:



When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for he had long desired to see him, because
he had heard about him, and he was hoping to see some sign done by him. 9 So he
questioned him at some length, but he made no answer.(Luke 23:8-9)

When man put himself in a judgment seat to
‘judge’ God, God will not answer man

Ananias > Caiaphas & council > Sanhedrin Pilate >Herod > Pilate



Love, grace, light
Kingdom of heaven
Eternal life
Warnings about hell
Miracles

insurrection
murder

BarabbasJesus

but now you seek to kill me, a man who has told you the truth that I heard from God. (Jn 8:40)



Jesus entered Jerusalem

Hosanna to the Son of David ! Crucify him!

FridayBeginning of the week

But you denied the Holy and Righteous One, and asked for a murderer to be granted
to you, 15 and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. (Acts
3:14-15a)



The Jews tried to bribe the soldiers to lie

And when they had assembled with the elders and taken counsel, they gave a
sufficient sum of money to the soldiers 13 and said, “Tell people, ‘His disciples came
by night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ 14 And if this comes to the
governor's ears, we will satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” (Mat 28:11-14)

And for fear of him the guards trembled
and became like dead men. (Mat 28:4)

Evil acts



Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in
him, . (John 12:37)

Calmed the storm, Mark 4 Raised Jairus’ daughter, Mark 5 Widow’s son, Nain, Luke 7



The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He
was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not
know him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. (John
1:9-11)

Jesus was rejected and hated

The Judge was being judged The almighty King was humiliated The Creator was hanged



And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved
the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For
everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the
light, lest his works should be exposed. (John 3:19-20)

Man hates Jesus

‘They hated me without a cause.’ (John 15:25b)



The rebellious

The Jewish leaders schemed to kill Jesus when He raised Lazarus

The Jewish leaders and Herod wanted to see miracles

The crowd jeered “crucify him!” and asked for Barabbas instead

The crowd mocked Jesus to save Himself from the cross

The Jewish bribed to hide the resurrection of Jesus

They hated Jesus to the extent of wanting Him dead



The ‘religious’

False believers “Beware of false prophets, who come to you
in sheep's clothing but inwardly are ravenous
wolves. (Mat 7:15)

True believers vs False believers in the church?



Believers with non-saving faith

Now when he was in Jerusalem at the Passover Feast, many believed in his
name when they saw the signs that he was doing. 24 But Jesus on his part did
not entrust himself to them, because he knew all people 25 and needed no one
to bear witness about man, for he himself knew what was in man.(John 2:23-
24)

Jesus can see who are not
true believers

Turning water in wine at Cana (Jn 2)

Non trustworthy

Omniscience



Jesus fed the 5000 men Matthew 14; Mark 6; Luke 9; John 6

And a large crowd was following him, because they saw the signs that
he was doing on the sick. (John 6:2)

Men = 5000
Women = 6000
Children = 1000
Total = 12000

followers

A boy with 5 bread and 2 fish



the crowd wanted to force Jesus to be king, Jesus
withdrew by himself

the crowd was only attracted
to the physical blessings

When the people saw the sign that he had done, they
said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the
world!”(John 6:15)

When they found him on the other side of the sea, they said to him, “Rabbi, when
did you come here?” 26 Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, you are
seeking me, not because you saw signs, but because you ate your fill of the
loaves. (John 6:25-26)

false seekers



So they said to him, “Then what sign do you do, that we may see and believe
you? What work do you perform? (John 6:30)

They said to him, “Sir, give us this bread always.” (John 6:34)

the sinful man wants to
see a sign to believe

the real motive is to have endless supply of bread

Our fathers ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is
written, ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” (Jn 6:31)



V41 - The Jews grumbled

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not
hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst. (John 6:35)

V52 - The Jews disputed
V61 - The Jews were offended
V66 - The Jews abandoned

But I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. (John 6:36)
The greatest miracle Man wanted physical bread, not the source of life



God wants to give you a good life now
God will bless you with health and wealth now
God wants to enlarge your territories
God has no limits to bless you from heaven

False teachings attract false believers

For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having
itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own
passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into myths.
(2 Tim 4:3)



After this many of his disciples turned back and no longer walked with him.
(John 6:66)

Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will
raise him up on the last day.(John 6:54)

I am the bread of life

These followers left Jesus foreverAre these real disciples?



So Jesus said to the twelve, “Do you want to go away as well?” (John 6:67)

12000

Jesus was not interested in ‘big crowd’ of false believers who followed
Him for the wrong reasons

Mass exodus of ‘church members’
• Biggest flop church ?
• Most failed ‘pastor’ ?
• Most unpleasant ‘sermon’ ?
• Most unattractive church program?

To most people, this church is doomed
12

Followers(John 6:1)



Simon Peter answered him, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the
words of eternal life, 69 and we have believed, and have come to know,
that you are the Holy One of God.” (John 6:68-69)

True believers of Christ

Peter, representing the group:
We commit to follow you
Jesus has the words of eternal life
Peter professed their faith > know
Peter experienced the holiness of Jesus



Jesus answered them, “Did I not choose you, the twelve? And yet one of
you is a devil.” 71 He spoke of Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of
the twelve, was going to betray him. (John 6:70-71)

4 gospels x 8 times

Deliberate choice

Jesus was not surprised and knew (V64)
Judas did not believe in the beginning (V64)
Judas would betray(V64)
All acts fall into God’s plan, Judas was responsible and culpable

Judas didn’t fall away as a believer; he was never a true believer since the beginning

Judas didn’t lose his faith; he never had faith in Jesus Christ



You are of your father the devil, and your will is to do your father's desires. He
was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because
there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks out of his own character, for
he is a liar and the father of lies (John 8:44)

Non-saving faith

So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him,… (John 8:31a)

Jesus rebuked a group of people



5 “A sower went out to sow his seed. And as he sowed, some fell along the
path and was trampled underfoot, and the birds of the air devoured it. 6 And
some fell on the rock, and as it grew up, it withered away, because it had
no moisture. 7 And some fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up with it
and choked it. 8 And some fell into good soil and grew and yielded a
hundredfold.” As he said these things, he called out, “He who has ears to
hear, let him hear.”(Luke 8:5-8)

Luke 8:5-15 The Parable of the Sower



Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God. 12 The ones along the path
are those who have heard; then the devil comes and takes away the word from
their hearts, so that they may not believe and be saved. (Luke 8:11-12)

Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. (1 Pet 5:8)

The words stop at the ear, not
even entering into the heart



And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word,
receive it with joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while,
and in time of testing fall away. (Luke 8:13)

superficial belief;
nominal christian

even manifest gladness and zeal

The word was preached to them

non-saving faith



And as for what fell among the thorns, they are those who hear,
but as they go on their way they are choked by the cares and riches
and pleasures of life, and their fruit does not mature. (Luke 8:14)

No evidence of being true disciple

The word was preached to them

Involve in ministries
and activities

True desires of the heart



As for that in the good soil, they are those who, hearing the word, hold
it fast in an honest and good heart, and bear fruit with patience.(Luke
8:15)

The evidence of true
saving faith



9 But there was a man named Simon, who had previously practiced
magic in the city and amazed the people of Samaria, saying that he
himself was somebody great. 10 They all paid attention to him, from the
least to the greatest, saying, “This man is the power of God that is
called Great.”(Acts 8:9-10)



Even Simon himself believed, and after being baptized he continued with
Philip. And seeing signs and great miracles performed, he was amazed.
(Acts 8:13)

But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish
with you, because you thought you could obtain
the gift of God with money! (Acts 8:20)

False believer Participated in sacrament

Involved in believers’ gatherings



John 2 – Jesus saw through their hearts, false faith

John 6 – Large crowd followed Jesus for miracles and later departed

John 8 – False believers who remained in the devil

Acts 8– False believers also believed, baptized and fellowship

Parable of the sowers – path, rock and thorns heard the word only

They do not have true saving faith
False believers



Are there more people in heaven?
Or more people in hell?



“Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that
leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. 14 For the gate is
narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.
(Mat 7:13-14)

Wide gate

Easy way

Many

Narrow gate

Hard way

Few

If you were of the world, the world
would love you as its own (John 15:9)

“If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross and follow me. (Mat 16:24b)



The seed

The evidence of
true faith

path rock thorns Good soil

1/4



And someone said to him, “Lord, will those who are saved be few?” And he
said to them, 24 “Strive to enter through the narrow door. For many, I tell
you, will seek to enter and will not be able.(Luke 13:23-24)

Frightening reality

“Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. (John 10:7)

few manyvs



When once the master of the house has risen and shut the door, and you begin
to stand outside and to knock at the door, saying, ‘Lord, open to us,’ then he will
answer you, ‘I do not know where you come from.’ (Luke 13:25)

No intimate relationship

Judgment will come and sudden

Self – believe?



Then you will begin to say, ‘We ate and drank in your presence, and you
taught in our streets.’ 27 But he will say, ‘I tell you, I do not know where you
come from. Depart from me, all you workers of evil!’ 28 In that place there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth, (Luke 13:26-28a)

Regular fellowship in church?Regular church attendance?



Who are the weeping and gnashing of teeth in hell?

Rebellious groupFalse believers group

Guilt over own deception & delusion
Extreme grief, sorrow & misery
Self-condemnation and shame
Self-abandonment and dejection

Deep hatred and resentment
Anger, fury and bitterness
Cursing and condemning
Unrepentant and continuous rebellion

People gnawed their tongues in anguish 11 and cursed the God of heaven for
their pain and sores. They did not repent of their deeds. (Rev 16:10b-11)



I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you
believe that I am he you will die in your sins.” (John 8:24)

Your full responsibility



The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is
patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should
reach repentance. (2 Pet 3:9)

Wrath

Grace

for the great day of their wrath has
come, and who can stand?” (Rev 6:17)



END

Read Eph 1: 3-14

Read John 3: 1-15

Next lesson, please read


