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Let God be God, and God will do what God wills



Father

Son
Holy
Spirit

LOVE
Bride, Church, Redeemed
• Holy and blameless
• Adopted as sons

Father chose in eternity pastJesus died and roseHoly Spirit rebirth us

To the praise of the glorious grace of God (Eph 1:6,12,14)

Salvation is of the Lord



God The Father God The Son God The Holy Spirit

Own Will and Purpose Fulfilled and
Accomplished

Applies and Seals

Chose and Predestined
the elects

Died and
Resurrected

Regenerates and
Sanctifies

Eph 1:3-6 Eph 1:7-12 Eph 1:13-14



1. God’s eternal decree

2. God’s providence

God is sovereign and fully in control

I. God from all eternity did, by the most wise and holy counsel of His own will, freely, and
unchangeably ordain whatsoever comes to pass:(a) yet so, as thereby neither is God the author
of sin,(b) nor is violence offered to the will of the creatures, nor is the liberty or contingency of
second causes taken away, but rather established.(c)

I. God the great Creator of all things doth uphold,(a) direct, dispose, and govern all creatures,
actions, and things,(b) from the greatest even to the least,(c) by His most wise and holy
providence,(d) according to His infallible fore-knowledge,(e) and the free and immutable counsel of
His own will,(f) to the praise of the glory of His wisdom, power, justice, goodness, and mercy.(g)

The Westminster Confession of Faith



1. God’s eternal decree

declaring the end from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet
done, saying, ‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all my purpose,’
(Isa 46:10)

(God’s immutable will & purpose)

Eternity futureEternity past

To the praise of His glorious grace



1. God’s eternal decree

17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to
change.(James 1:17)

“For I the LORD do not change; ………( Mal 3:6a)



2. God’s providence

Whatever the LORD pleases, he does, in heaven and on earth,
in the seas and all deeps. (Ps 135:6)

(course of human history)

God’s
purpose

beginning
end



God decides and God is in full control

The heart of man plans his way, but the LORD establishes his steps. (Pro 16:9)

Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? And not one of them will fall to the
ground apart from your Father. 30 But even the hairs of your head are all
numbered. (Mat 10:29-30)



God will do what He wills

I form light and create darkness;
I make well-being and create calamity;
I am the LORD, who does all these things.(Isa 45:7)

Who has spoken and it came to pass, unless the Lord has commanded it? Is it
not from the mouth of the Most High that good and bad come? (Lam 3:37-38)



Then the LORD said to him, “Who has made man's mouth?
Who makes him mute, or deaf, or seeing, or blind? Is it not I,
the LORD? (Ex 4:11)

And his disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he
was born blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his
parents, but that the works of God might be displayed in him. (John 9:2-3)

God will do what He wills



God executes judgment
For in seven days I will send rain on the earth forty days and forty nights, and
every living thing that I have made I will blot out from the face of the
ground.” (Gen 7:4)

Sodom & Gomorrah Red SeaWaters prevailed
150 days



God can do what God wants to do

And at the beginning of their dwelling there,
they did not fear the LORD. Therefore the LORD
sent lions among them, which killed some of
them. (2 Kings 17:25)

God has the right to execute judgement



Therefore the LORD has kept ready the calamity and has brought it upon us, for
the LORD our God is righteous in all the works that he has done, and we have not
obeyed his voice. (Dan 9:14)

See now that I, I am He, And there is no god besides Me; It is I who put to death
and give life. I have wounded and it is I who heal, And there is no one who can
deliver from My hand. (Deut 32:39)

God has the right to execute judgement

God determines who die and who live



But the LORD hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the
sea, so that the ship threatened to break up. (Jonah 1:4)

And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow up Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly
of the fish three days and three nights. (Jonah 1:17)

God’s Providence



God’s Providence

And the LORD spoke to the fish, and it vomited Jonah out upon the dry
land.(Jonah 2:10)

“…Salvation belongs to the LORD!” (v9)
Jonah prayed



Let God be God and God will do what God wills

Is God then a dictator ? NO

God is holy, righteous and loving

Our minds are corrupted



Did God foresee down the time corridor who will believe in Him and
therefore elect him based on that knowledge?



1. Then man is sovereign, not God

3. Then man claims the credit, not God
2. Then man’s decision can change God’s plan

If man is the first cause of himself being saved:

Then God will not be all-powerful, all-knowing and all-present

Foreknowledge does not mean God looks through
time who would believe and therefore elect him
based on that knowledge.

No

And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to
completion at the day of Jesus Christ. (Phi 1:6)



God is the first cause to save us
9 who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but
because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before
the ages began, (2 Tim 1:9)

Consummation
(Rev 21:1-2)

Christ
IncarnationAdam sinned

(Gen 3)
Man’s

conversion

God chose us in Christ before the
foundation of the world (Eph 1:4)

our names written in the book of life
of the Lamb (Rev 13:8)

creation
Man born

in sin
(Ps 51:5)



My frame was not hidden from you,
when I was being made in secret,

intricately woven in the depths of the earth. (Ps 139:15)

David praised God for “I am fearfully and wonderfully made” (v14)



15 But when he who had set me apart before I
was born, and who called me by his grace,
(Gal 1:15)

Apostle Paul



And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby
leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the
Holy Spirit, (Luke 1:41)

John the Baptist was set apart even before birth
for he will be great before the Lord. And he must not drink wine or strong drink,
and he will be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother's womb. (Luke 1:15)



The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” (Jn 3:8)

For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have
compassion on whom I have compassion.” (Ro 9:15)

For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the Son gives life to
whom he will. (John 5:21)

God the Father

God the Son

God the Holy Spirit



Salvation is NOT a ‘partnership’
between God and man

50% 50%

Could it be my faith that believe in Jesus Christ that grant me salvation?

to him who alone does great wonders, for
his steadfast love endures forever;(Ps
136:4)



Isn’t the faith to believe in Jesus, my faith?

For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is
the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may boast. (Eph 2:8)

saved by grace through faith

NO

Saving grace

through faith

“Accepting the acceptance of God”

Martin Luther



Repentance Faith

Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of
lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. (James 1:17)

…………….each according to the measure
of faith that God has assigned (Ro 12: 3b)

God may perhaps grant them
repentance leading to a knowledge
of the truth, (2 Tim 2:25b)



Raising of  a dead man – Lazarus (Jn 11)

“This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory
of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified
through it.” (John 11:1-4)

Bethany

“he stayed two days longer” (v6)

and for your sake I am glad that I was not there,
so that you may believe (v15)



Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have
died. (John 11:21)

Martha blamed Jesus:

“Lord, my brother should not have died, why didn’t you save him?’
‘Why didn’t you come earlier to Bethany?”
“My brother’s death was all your fault!”
‘You should save my brother!”

………“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” (John 11:32)

Mary also blamed Jesus:



39 Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to
him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has been dead four
days.” 40 Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you believed you would
see the glory of God?”(John 11:38-40)

Martha based on her own  human reasoning and experience

Faith : believe first, then you will see

and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of
God.” (John 6:69)

Faith : believe first, then you will know

……because I know whom I have believed,….. (2 Tim 1:13)



he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” (Jn 11:43)

Jesus called a dead
man

The Holy Spirit regenerated Lazarus

The dead man heard
Jesus’ calling

The dead man responded
to Jesus’ calling

The man who had died came out, his hands and feet bound
with linen strips, and his face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said
to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” (Jn 11:44)



Believers (1st resurrection)Non-Believers (2nd resurrection)

28 Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear
his voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of life, and
those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. (John 5:28-29)

16 For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with
a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel,
and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the
dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive,
who are left, will be caught up together with them in
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will
always be with the Lord.(1 The 4:16-17)

The rest of the dead did not come
to life until the thousand years
were ended………… (Rev 20:5)

Rev 20 – OT saints and Tribulation saints



Lazarus was dead, for 4 days = fully dead

Dead man heart stops, brain no longer function, eyes cannot see, ears cannot hear,
limbs can never move, no mind to reason, no will to respond, fully dead

How was Lazarus able to get his heart to start pumping? He could not by
himself



It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh
is no help at all. The words that I have
spoken to you are spirit and life. (John
6:63)

And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh,
God made alive together with him, ….(Col 2:13a)

So faith comes from hearing, and
hearing through the word of Christ. (Ro
10: 17)

Regeneration (born  again)



Regeneration by
the Spirit

Faith from God

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing
through the word of Christ. (Ro 10:17)

26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And
I will remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of
flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my
statutes and be careful to obey my rules. (Eze 36:26-27) Life from

Holy Spirit



God initiates and God completes

For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his
Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom
he justified he also glorified. (Ro 8:29-30)

Pre-determined relationship, decreed salvation

Effective calling
Legally declared

God’s election

Final consummation



Regeneration

Faith

Repentance

Justification Adoption SanctificationElection

Eternity past Present life
(instantaneous)

Glorification

Eternity future

Perseverance of the saintsIrresistible Grace

Unconditional Election

Limited Atonement

and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at
hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” (Mark 1:15)

God’s work of salvation

(progressive)



Since salvation is purely Divine work, why did the bible tell man to believe?

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever
believes in him should not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

God’s work Human
responsibility



God loves the sinner but hates the sin ?

“For God so loved the world,………………… (John 3:16)

The boastful shall not stand before your eyes;
you hate all evildoers. (Ps 5:5)

The LORD tests the righteous, but his soul hates the
wicked and the one who loves violence. (Ps 11:5)

God hates the sinner too!

This is not a bible verse

But God shows his love for us in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us. (Ro 5:8)

God loves the sinner :

Paradox but not contradictoryè accept both as truths



The LORD is good to all, and his mercy is over all that he has made. (Ps 145:8)

God judgeth the righteous, and God is angry with the wicked every day. (Ps
7:11 KJV)

Paradox but not contradictory

God is good, so He must be angry

God loves, so He must hate

God’s goodness and mercy

God’s anger

those who destroys whom
He loves

with those who are evil



Jesus is fully manJesus is fully God

Both are truths

100% 100%

Is Jesus fully God or fully man?

Both statements are true



by The Holy Spiritby Paul

Both are truths

100% 100%

Who wrote “Romans”?

Both statements are true



by The Holy Spiritby me

Both are truths

100% 100%

Who live your Christian life?

I am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me. (Gal 2:20a)



X 5 times

• A statement of fact;
• It is not a human action “formula”

The Spirit blows where it wishes (Jn 3:8a)

You must be born again

born again

believe

(John 3: 1-21)

X 7 times

Divine work

Human responsibility

that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.(Jn 3:15)



Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit,
he cannot enter the kingdom of God. (Jn 3:5)

The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” (Jn 3:8)

Divine work

Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see
the kingdom of God. (John 3:3)

That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. (Jn
3:6)

Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ (Jn 3:7)



Man’s inability to believe

If I have told you earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe
if I tell you heavenly things? (John 3:12)



that whoever believes in him may have eternal life (Jn 3:15)

Human responsibility

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.
(Jn 3:18)

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him
should not perish but have eternal life. (Jn 3:16)

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the Son shall
not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. (Jn 3:36)



Human responsibilityDivine work

Both are truths

Born again Whoever believes

We accept by faith, these twin truths revealed in Scripture, as God-given truths

(John 3: 1-11) (John 3: 12-21)



Human responsibilityDivine work

Both are truths

We accept by faith, these twin truths revealed in Scripture, as God-given truths

Salvation is purely and
solely the work of God

If you believe, you will have eternal life;
If you do not believe, you will be held responsible to be judged



How to reconcile that salvation is purely Divine work and yet human responsibility to
believe?

• We can’t harmonise and we don’t

• What we cannot reconcile, does not mean it is wrong or contradicting.

• In our finite, fallen, human minds, we can never fully understand everything or divine matters

• God can perfectly reconcile what we cannot. His wisdom and knowledge is beyond us

• We accept by faith, these twin truths revealed in Scripture as God-given truths



All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the
Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. 28 Come to me, all who labor and are heavy
laden, and I will give you rest. (Mat 11:27-28)

Human responsibilityDivine work

reveal come Jesus
Christ

2 parallel truths



Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me shall not hunger, and
whoever believes in me shall never thirst. 36 But I said to you that you have seen me
and yet do not believe. (John 6:35)

All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never
cast out. (Jn 6:37)

Human responsibility
Divine work Human responsibility

Human responsibility



For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in
him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”(John 6:40)

Human responsibility

No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise him
up on the last day. (John 6:44)

Divine work



Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life.(Jn 6:47)

Human responsibility

And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted
him by the Father.” (John 6:65)

Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise him
up on the last day. (Jn 6:54)

Divine work



The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. (John 10:3)

Shepherd

I am the door. If anyone enters by me, he will be saved
and will go in and out and find pasture. (John 10:9)

Divine work

Human responsibility



For the Son of Man goes as it has been determined, but woe to that
man by whom he is betrayed!” (Luke 22:22)

Human responsibility

Divine work



16 “Brothers, the Scripture had to be fulfilled, which the Holy Spirit spoke beforehand
by the mouth of David concerning Judas, who became a guide to those who arrested
Jesus. (Acts 1:16)

Divine work

Human responsibility



this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. (Acts 2:23)

and you killed the Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. (Acts 3:15a)

Human responsibility
God’s plan

Peter said:



Human responsibility

27 for truly in this city there were gathered together against your holy servant
Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the
Gentiles and the peoples of Israel, 28 to do whatever your hand and your plan had
predestined to take place. (Acts 4:27-28)

God’s plan

Peter & John said:



Which of the prophets did your fathers not persecute? And they killed those
who announced beforehand the coming of the Righteous One, whom you
have now betrayed and murdered,(Acts 7:52)

Human responsibility

God’s plan
Stephen said:





Romans 9 – God’s sovereign choice

For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I
will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” (Ro 9:15)

Romans 1-8 – God’s gospel

Romans 10 – Human responsibility



But what about these verses, don’t they show that man is the one who decides?

For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
(Ro 10:13)

because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. (Ro 10:9)

8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that
is, the word of faith that we proclaim); (Ro 10:8)



How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how
are they to believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are
they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach
unless they are sent? (Ro 10: 14-15a)

God sent
preachers

Man hears
the word

Man
believes

Man calls on the
name of the Lord

Our Gospel
Duty

God has
planned

God initiates grace God gives us Faith God  gives eternal life



33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable
are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord,

or who has been his counselor?”
35 “Or who has given a gift to him

that he might be repaid?”
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever.
Amen.  (Ro 11:33-36)

Paul’s doxology



Abraham did not ask even ask:  “God, why?”

After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here I
am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land
of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I
shall tell you.” So Abraham rose early in the morning….(Gen 22:1-3a)

Abraham accepted by faith

God is sovereign to do what he wants to do



Summary

• God is sovereign and fully in control

• God will do what God wills

• Salvation is fully from the Lord; Man does not collaborate with God for his salvation

• God chose us by His own choice, not because He sees our response in future

• Divine work and Human responsibility are both truths of the bible

• God is abounding in love; His will is for us to believe in His Son



End

Romans 9:6-23


