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Let God be God, and God will do what God wills





Unconditional Election – Part 1:

Bride, Church, Redeemed

Holy and blameless
Adopted as sons

Eph 1: 3-14
The wind blows where it wishes…(Jn 3:8)

‘You must be born again.’ (Jn 3:7)

Ps 2:7-8

Rev 5:9 ….You are my Son; ….and I will make the nations your
heritage, and the ends of the earth your possession.

Tribe, language,
people, nation

The Holy Spirit regenerates the elects



Unconditional Election – Part 2:

(God’s immutable will & purpose)

Eternity futureEternity past

To the praise of His glorious grace

9 Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is
above every name, 10 so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in
heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. (Phi 2:9-11)

“Lazarus, come out.” (Jn 11:43)

Regeneration by the Spirit Faith

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through
the word of Christ. (Ro 10:17)



Human responsibilityDivine work

Both are truths

We accept by faith, these twin truths revealed in Scripture, as God-given truths

Salvation is purely and fully
the work of God

Whoever believes in Jesus will have eternal life;
Whoever does not believe is condemned

(John 3: 1-11) (John 3: 12-21)



Frequent questions raised:

Is God unfair in choosing some and not others?

How to explain the verse “Ro 2:11 – For God shows no partiality” ?

Why does a good God allow evil or why didn’t He stop evil ?



6 He will render to each one according to his works: 7 to those who by patience in well-doing
seek for glory and honor and immortality, he will give eternal life; 8 but for those who are self-
seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness, there will be wrath and
fury. 9 There will be tribulation and distress for every human being who does evil, the
Jew first and also the Greek, 10 but glory and honor and peace for everyone who does
good, the Jew first and also the Greek. 11 For God shows no partiality. (Ro 2:6-11)

God’s judgment will be impartial and just

“every”, all, no one escapes

God’s wrath and fury, condemnation in hell



And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's
deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile,(1 Pet 1:17)

God’s judgment will be impartial and just “every”, all, no one escapes



partiality: prosōpolēmpsia(grk)
receiving of face or respect of persons based on position, wealth, influence, popularity or
appearance

God does not give approval or blessings based on considerations irrelevant to his choices

rich or poor,
well dressed or shabby,

reputable or lowly
Impartial Judge will not be bribed



For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and
the awesome God, who is not partial and takes no bribe. (Deut 10:17)

who shows no partiality to princes, nor regards the rich more than the poor,
for they are all the work of his hands? (Job 34:19)

And from those who seemed to be influential
(what they were makes no difference to me; God
shows no partiality)—those, I say, who seemed
influential added nothing to me. (Gal 2:6)



For the wrongdoer will be paid back for the wrong he has done, and there is
no partiality.(Col 3:25)

God’s judgment will be impartial and just

“every”, all, no one escapes God’s wrath and fury, condemnation



Judgment God’s justice will be executed

Salvation God’s grace is being offered

Impartial

Election



If God is loving, why did He send people to hell ?

Yes, God is loving, God is holy and just too

Why does a good God allow evil or why didn’t He stop evil ?

Why would anyone wants to choose hell over a loving God?



He who justifies the wicked and he who condemns the righteous
are both alike an abomination to the LORD. (Pro 17:15)

God cannot just ‘close one eye’ to our sins;
otherwise God is considered as “corrupt”  towards Himself



‘The LORD is slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love, forgiving iniquity and
transgression, but he will by no means clear the guilty (Num 14:18a)

God’s righteous judgment

Guilty man

Guilty of sins and deserving of hell



The sinners are fully responsible, fully culpable for their own sins
No one in hell can defend or claim any wrong misjudgment
The unregenerate are rightly guilty in their condemnation

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of God.
(Jn 3:18)

Human responsibility

All who are condemned in hell are absolutely
deserving to be there.



this Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men. (Acts 2:23)

Human responsibility
God’s plan

Peter said:

Crucify him! save yourself, and come down from the cross!” (Mark 15:30)



All 10 should be condemned by their own sins

Receive mercy
Receive justice Receive justice

No one gets injustice

By Grace

Is God unfair in choosing some and not others?



Man is condemned by his own sins

Adrian Bob

Saving hand came

Death by drowning Saved by grace

God chooses to save, by His sovereign grace



I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you
believe that I am he you will die in your sins.” (John 8:24)

Full human responsibility



But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he
loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—(Titus 3:4-5)

Salvation is by
God’s sovereignty
in showing grace and mercy

Judgment is by
God’s righteousness
in showing holiness



God’s grace and mercy of
saving lives

God’s sovereignty

God’s judgment of wrath
for man’s sin

God’s righteousness



God is glorified

Righteousness

But the LORD of hosts will be exalted in judgment,
And the holy God will show Himself holy in righteousness. (Isa 5:16)

Holiness

God wants to show His  righteousness



God’s sovereign choice (Romans 9: 6-23)





………For not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, 7 and not all are children
of Abraham because they are his offspring, but “Through Isaac shall your offspring be
named.” 8 This means that it is not the children of the flesh who are the children of God,
but the children of the promise are counted as offspring. (Ro 9:6b-8)

Abraham

HagarSarah

Isaac Ishmael



And not only so, but also when Rebekah had conceived children by one man, our
forefather Isaac, 11 though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or
bad—in order that God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works but
because of him who calls— 12 she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” 13 As it is
written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”(Ro 9:10-13)

God chose based on His own sovereign purpose

Isaac / Rebekah

EsauJacob

No work or merits contributed



What shall we say then? Is there injustice on God's part? By no means! (Ro 9:14)

• Paul knew that people will accuse God of injustice

• Man’s fallen reasoning will judge that God is not fair, not
behaving justly according to man’s ways

• Man will think that he is more just and wiser than God



For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have
compassion on whom I have compassion.” 16 So then it depends not on human will or
exertion, but on God, who has mercy.(Ro 9: 15-16)

Human will and exertion does not contribute to salvation
Man’s salvation

God is sovereign

Mercy & Compassion



19 And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim before
you my name ‘The LORD.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will
show mercy on whom I will show mercy.(Ex 33:18-19)

Ex 32:28 - 3000 men were slaughtered

Ex 32:35 - Then the Lord sent a plague on the people,
Ex 33:18 Moses said, “Please show me your glory.”



For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose I have raised you up, that I
might show my power in you, and that my name might be proclaimed in all the
earth.” 18 So then he has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he
wills. (Ro 9: 17-18)

1. God wants to show His  power



19 You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his
will?” 20 But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded say to its
molder, “Why have you made me like this?” 21 Has the potter no right over the clay, to
make out of the same lump one vessel for honorable use and another for dishonorable
use? (Ro 9: 19-21)

A finite man trying to question the infinite God

“shut your mouth” God is sovereign



What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has
endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, ( Ro 9:22)

God’s wrath God’s power

2. God wants to show His  wrath and power

Unregenerate sinners’ destruction in hell

Unbelievers being condemned in their own sins
Passive, enduring



in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which he has
prepared beforehand for glory— ( Ro 9:23)

3. God wants to show His  glory

Glory

Undeserving believers being saved

God’s wrath God’s power

Unregenerate sinners’ destruction in hell

active



If God is loving, why did He send people to hell ?

Yes, God is loving, God is holy and just too

Man is condemned in hell because of their own sins;
Man is fully responsible and culpable for his own choice and actions

A holy and righteous God cannot condone sin or leave sin unpunished;
all sins must be dealt with righteously



God is as much glorified in His wrath as He is in His mercy

Wrath Power

Glory

Righteousness

destruction, hardening, dishonorable use

Holiness

God’s ultimate purpose is for His

God has the right to display His



God wants to show His  power (Ro 9:17)

God wants to show His  wrath & power (Ro 9:22)

God wants to show His  glory in mercy
(Ro 9:23)

Is God fair?

Choosing some to
be saved

Not choosing others and they are
being condemned in hell

Man is condemned in hell because of their own sins
Man is fully culpable for his own choice and actions
All those in hell receive justice

God prepared a salvation plan for His own
God chose them by grace and mercy;
God sent His Son to be punished for them



Why does a good God allow evil or why didn’t He stop evil ?

Broken
Relationships

Disasters

Diseases

War

Immorality Sins Poverty

Hunger



God’s righteous
Judgement

God’s permission for
evil

God’s disciplining His
children

God’s refining His
own

God’s warning of
impending wrath

God’s righteousness
and love

God gave them
over

To the praise of God’s glory

God’s testing &
proving His own



God use sufferings (illness) to display His glory

As he passed by, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 And his disciples asked
him, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born
blind?” 3 Jesus answered, “It was not that this man sinned, or his parents,
but that the works of God might be displayed in him. (John 9:1-3)



But when Jesus heard it he said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is
for the glory of God, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.” (John
11:4)

God use sufferings (death) to display His glory



9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect
in weakness.” Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so
that the power of Christ may rest upon me. 10 For the sake of Christ, then, I am
content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities.
For when I am weak, then I am strong. (2 Cor 12:9-10)

God use our weaknesses to display His power



Against the background of our unrighteousness, God demonstrates His
righteousness more clearly to us



Against the background of darkness, the diamond will appear to shine brighter



5 But if our unrighteousness demonstrates the righteousness of God, what shall we
say? The God who inflicts wrath is not unrighteous, is He? (I am speaking in human
terms.) 6 By no means! For then how could God judge the world? (Ro 3: 5-6)

God use our unrighteousness to display His righteousness



(Christ Jesus), 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be
received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his
divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of
the one who has faith in Jesus. (Ro 3:24-26)

God wants to show His righteousness



But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us ( Ro 5:8)

God wants to show His love



Why does a good God allows evil to exist?

Why did God not stop evil?

Why did God allow suffering happen to us?

Why did God not create man who is  sinless?

God will be more glorified with the death of Jesus Christ on the cross for our
sins to display His love, His righteousness, His power, His wrath, His
holiness, His grace and mercy



14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to
believe in him of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without
someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are sent? As it is
written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” (Ro 10:14-15)

If God has elected, they why do we bother to preach?

It is an honour to be used
as a vessel of God



Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are
his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! (Ro 11:33)

“For who has known the mind of the Lord,
or who has been his counselor?”

35 “Or who has given a gift to him
that he might be repaid?” (Ro 11:34-35)

For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. Amen.
(Ro 11:36)



Salvation is not about fairness. Salvation is based on pure grace.

We can only ask for mercy, and God may grant us mercy based on His own grace

When God chooses some to be saved, He chooses purely by God’s sovereignty.

God’s grace of salvation



Judgment is based on God’s holiness and righteousness.

Condemnation is about justice. Justice condemns all men.

If we demand fairness, fairness will condemn all to hell.

None deserve to be saved as everyone is sinful and fully guilty.

No one in hell on judgment day will be able to protest why he is there, because he fully
deserves to be there

God’s righteousness to judge



But he was pierced for our transgressions;
he was crushed for our iniquities;

upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace,
and with his wounds we are healed. (Isa 53:5)

What is unfair? Jesus died in our place

We sin Jesus became our sin-bearer

We suppose to die Jesus died in our place

We are made whole Jesus was crushed for us



11 Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the death
of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn back, turn
back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of Israel? (Eze 33:11)



If God elects, what can man do?



and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent
and believe in the gospel.”(Mark 1:15)

Jesus called out:



But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven,
but beat his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ (Luke 18:13)

The prayers of the Pharisee and the tax collector



God, I thank You, that while I am a sinner, deserving to be eternally
condemned, yet You show me mercy and compassion, and gives me
the grace of eternal life, which I do not deserve.

Believer’s response should be:





End

Luke 22 :39-44

Luke 23:39-43


