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5 Points of Calvinism - TULIP

God is holy, righteous and loving
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Let God be God, and God will do what God wills

Jesus calls His own sheep by name



Summary of Limited Atonement (Part 1)

Jesus died and paid
the price to God for the
redemption of His own

Jesus became a sin-bearer;
separated from The Father on the cross;
bore the full fury of God’s wrath

Substitution
Propitiation
Adoption



Did Jesus ultimately die for everybody who ever lived on earth?

Did Jesus ultimately die only for the elects?

Or

The death of Jesus on the cross



Limited atonement does not mean that Jesus’ atoning
work is limited in value or power.

It means sufficient for all, but efficient only for the elects

His bride, the redeemed humanity, the chosen, the sheep



1) That the ‘world’ – means “everyone” ??

2) That Jesus died and had paid the price for everybody, and all it takes is for
someone to receive it ??

Based on the above, some had the wrong views or conclusion:

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes
in him should not perish but have eternal life. (John 3:16)

The word “ world” actually meant: humanity, human realm

It does not mean ‘everyone’ or ‘every single human being’



The word “world” has several meaning, just in the gospel of John (86/184 times)

He was in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not
know him. (John 1:10)

Entire universe (cosmos, sun, moon, solar system, created world)

Physical world (planet earth)

Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to
depart out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he
loved them to the end. (John 13:1)



Now is the judgment of this world; now will the ruler of this world be cast out.(John
12:31)

World system that is evil, invisible system

A large group

The world cannot hate you, but it hates me because I testify about it that its works
are evil.(John 7:7)

All humanity minus believers

So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are gaining nothing.
Look, the world has gone after him.” (John 12:19)



For no one works in secret if he seeks to be known openly. If you do these things,
show yourself to the world.”(John 7:4)

General public ( oppose to a private group)

They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe,
for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of
the world.”(John 4:42)

Jews and Gentiles together

Human realm, mankind
The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold, the Lamb of God,
who takes away the sin of the world! (John 1:29)



Elect

Non-elect

I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have
given me, for they are yours.(John 17:19)

For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that
the world might be saved through him. (John 3:17)



IF Jesus ultimately die for everybody who ever lived on earth and do not know
who will finally believe in Him to be finally save…..then God is not ‘fully’ God

Is the death of Jesus on the cross => potential??



Problem no. 1: God becomes “not omniscient”

This makes God no longer “all-knowing”, because He does not know who will be saved.

declaring the end from the beginning
and from ancient times things not yet done,

saying, ‘My counsel shall stand,
and I will accomplish all my purpose,’ (Is 46:10)

“I have kept for myself seven thousand men who
have not bowed the knee to Baal.” (Ro 11:4)26

And I heard the number of the sealed, 144,000,
sealed from every tribe of the sons of Israel: (Rev 7:4)



Problem no.2: Salvation becomes “man-centered”

If Jesus died for everyone, and only the ‘potential’ to come to salvation, this makes
man the deciding factor, man become sovereign.

Then salvation is no longer God’s grace or gift, it is man’s effort.

God

Man
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,
coming down from the Father of lights, (James 1:17a)



If Jesus died for everyone, and yet many still end up being perished in hell, so the
largest part of Jesus’ sacrifice, is useless.

So this means God is not powerful and effective to save people

Problem no. 3: God becomes “not omnipotent”

Reality:
Bible says many will be condemned in hell

he has now reconciled in his body of flesh by his
death, in order to present you holy and blameless
and above reproach before him, (Col 1:22)



If Jesus died for everyone, and many of them eventually still go to hell rather
than being saved, it becomes ‘double punishment”.

Christ was already punished on the cross;
Yet sinners still end up being punished in hell forever.

Hell will be populated with people whom Christ has died and atoned for on the cross?

Problem no.4: There will be an injustice of “Double punishment ”

He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we
might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his wounds
you have been healed. (1 Pet 2:24)





For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Luke 19:10)

John 3

John 4

Jesus is very specific whom He saves

Luke 6

John 9



27 And he said to them, “Thus says the LORD God of Israel, ‘Put your sword on your
side each of you, and go to and fro from gate to gate throughout the camp, and each
of you kill his brother and his companion and his neighbor.’” 28 And the sons of Levi
did according to the word of Moses. And that day about three thousand men of the
people fell. (Ex 32:27-28)

35 Then the LORD sent a plague on the people, because they made the calf, the one
that Aaron made. (Ex 32:35)



God sovereign decides

And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on
whom I will show mercy.(Ex 33:19b)

Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” (Ex 33:18)

God is very specific whom He will
offer grace and mercy



Jesus chooses who to reveal:

All things have been handed over to me by my Father,
and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no
one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to
whom the Son chooses to reveal him. (Mat 11:27)

Jesus is very specific whom He reveals



The Holy Spirit gives life:

The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do
not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone
who is born of the Spirit.” (John 3:8)

The Holy Spirit is very specific whom He gives
new life to



No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. And I will raise
him up on the last day.(John 6:44)

And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to me unless it is granted
him by the Father.” (John 6:65)

The Father sovereignly decides
The Father sovereignly draws

Jesus will surely grant



All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never
cast out. (John 6:37)

The Father has decided who are these ‘all’ These ‘all’ will be drawn to Jesus

The ‘whoever’ among these ‘all’
will saved by Jesus



39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he
has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father, that
everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I
will raise him up on the last day.” (John 6:39-40)

Jesus did not die for those who will be lost in hell

No elects will be lost;
Those ended in hell are the ‘lost’ who were not atoned for

Jesus saved the elects;
All the elect will be those who believed in Him



Jesus was very specific about His own sheep, whom He will save



She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will
save his people from their sins.(Mat 1:21)



To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, and he
calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. (John 10:3)

Caleb

Andrew

Desmond

Billy

Angeline

Betty
Carol

Dawn



God said to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM.” (Ex 3:14)

The one who conquers, I will make him a pillar in the temple of my God. Never shall he go out
of it, and I will write on him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my God, the new
Jerusalem, which comes down from my God out of heaven, and my own new name. (Rev 3:12)



Lift up your eyes on high and see:
who created these?

He who brings out their host by number,
calling them all by name;

by the greatness of his might
and because he is strong in power,
not one is missing. (Isa 40:26)



I am the good shepherd. I know my own and my own know
me, 15 just as the Father knows me and I know the Father; and I lay
down my life for the sheep (John 10:14-15)

Do you know the Lord?

Intimate relationship with the Lord



And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also,
and they will listen to my voice. (John 10:16)

The sheep listens to the Lord’s voice, His Word;
not ‘minus some words’ or ‘plus other words’



My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them
eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out of my
hand. (John 10:27-28)



13 Greater love has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his
friends. 14 You are my friends if you do what I command you. (John 15:13-14)

19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are
not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. (John
15:19)



9 I am praying for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you
have given me, for they are yours.(John 17:9)



The Scripture shows us:

• God loves His elects with an effective and saving love;
• Jesus died specifically and paid the price fully for His elects;
• The Holy Spirit rebirth His elects to receive eternal life



Common grace Saving grace

General call Effectual call

Vs

Vs



Common grace Saving graceVs

For he makes his sun rise on the evil
and on the good, and sends rain on the
just and on the unjust. (Mat 5:45b)

and are justified by his grace as a
gift, through the redemption that is in
Christ Jesus, (Ro 3:24)

Sovereignty



For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to
them. 20 For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have
been clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have
been made. So they are without excuse.(Ro 1:19)

From creation

The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. (Ps 19:1



They show that the work of the law is written on their hearts, while their
conscience also bears witness, and their conflicting thoughts accuse or even
excuse them (Ro 2:15)

From conscience



General call Effectual callVs



(Mat 22:1-14) The parable of the wedding feast

22 And again Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying, 2 “The
kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave a
wedding feast for his son, 3 and sent his servants to call those
who were invited to the wedding feast, but they would not
come. 4 Again he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell those who are
invited, “See, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat
calves have been slaughtered, and everything is ready. Come to
the wedding feast.”’



(Mat 22:1-14) The parable of the wedding feast

5 But they paid no attention and went off, one to his farm, another
to his business, 6 while the rest seized his servants, treated them
shamefully, and killed them. 7 The king was angry, and he sent
his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their
city. 8 Then he said to his servants, ‘The wedding feast is ready,
but those invited were not worthy. 9 Go therefore to the main
roads and invite to the wedding feast as many as you find.’ 10 And
those servants went out into the roads and gathered all whom
they found, both bad and good. So the wedding hall was filled
with guests.



11 “But when the king came in to look at the guests, he saw there a man
who had no wedding garment. 12 And he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you
get in here without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. (Matt
22:11-12)



Imputed
righteousness

Justification in
Christ

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD;
my soul shall exult in my God,

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation;
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness,(Isa 61:10)



Imputed
righteousness

I put on righteousness, and it clothed me;
my justice was like a robe and a turban.(Job 29:14)



For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in
him we might become the righteousness of God. (2 Cor 5:21)

Justification



13 Then the king said to the attendants, ‘Bind him hand and foot
and cast him into the outer darkness. In that place there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.’ 14 For many are called, but few
are chosen.” (Mat 22:13-14)

General callSovereign
choice



Effectual call

And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he
called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.
(Ro 8:30)



Effectual call

And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and glorifying
the word of the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eternal life
believed. (Acts 13:48)

Paul and Barnabas preaching at Antioch

Predestination
Irresistible grace



Parable of the wheat and weed (tares)

Matt 13:24-30



24 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25 but while
his men were sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the
wheat and went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore grain,
then the weeds appeared also. (Matt 13:24-26)



And the servants of the master of the house came and said to him,
‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have
weeds?’ 28 He said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants
said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ (Matt 13:27-
28)



29 But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat
along with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest, and at
harvest time I will tell the reapers, “Gather the weeds first and bind them
in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”’” (Matt
13:29-30)

Matt 13:24-30 The Parable of the Weeds



What is the will and desire of God?



6 The LORD passed before him and proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a
God merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love
and faithfulness,(Ex 34:6)

God reveals His character



God gave a warning for rejection

I told you that you would die in your sins, for unless you believe that I am he
you will die in your sins. (John 8:24)

Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever does not obey the
Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God remains on him. (John 3:36)

Man’s condemnation is because of his own sins

Man will face God’s wrath if he does not obey



40 For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son
and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the
last day.” (John 6:40)

God reveals His will

God is very much full of grace and mercy



who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the
truth. (1 Tim 2:4)

The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is
patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should
reach repentance. (2 Pet 3:9)

God tells us His desires



11 Say to them, As I live, declares the Lord GOD, I have no pleasure in the
death of the wicked, but that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn
back, turn back from your evil ways, for why will you die, O house of
Israel? (Eze 33:11)

God tells us His desires



Gospel of salvation is an offer:

Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you
rest. (Mat 11:28)

Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent
me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment, but has passed from
death to life. (John 5:24)



Jesus personal words:
Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life; whoever comes to me
shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never
thirst. (John 6:35)



37 “O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those
who are sent to it! How often would I have gathered your children together as a
hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! (Mat 23:37)

The Lord’s grief



Gospel of salvation is believing:

because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord
and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you
will be saved. (Ro 10:9)



The last chapter of Revelation:
The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say,
“Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires
take the water of life without price.(Rev 22: 17)



Jesus did not say: “ it is started” or “ it is
potential”, waiting for sinners to pick it up.

Jesus paid a full and complete price to God to
satisfy His just wrath.

The atonement of Jesus Christ for His elect is
FINISHED

The atonement of Christ is not “open ended”



Jesus’ atonement is limited in scope but unlimited in effect.

Limited in scope = to the elects only; not in terms of saving power

Unlimited in effect = Jesus’ atonement is fully effective and powerful to save the
elected believers.

Jesus paid it all.



1. Rejoice because Jesus has paid the price in full for me. I am a gift of
God’s divine grace.

2. Go and evangelize the lost with joy knowing there is someone out there
whom Christ has paid the price for their sins and it’s our joy and privilege
to be God’s instrument to reach them

2 applications



The atoning death of Christ was a real, true actual satisfaction of divine
justice, true payment. It was a true atonement in full, actually, not
potentially, paid to God by Christ, on behalf of all who believe because
they were chosen and redeemed by the power of God. The death of
Christ was definite, particular, specific and actual on behalf of God’s
chosen people, limited in extent by the sovereign purposes of God, but
unlimited in effect.

John Macarthur



End

John 10:1-42


