
5 Points of Calvinism – Lesson 9 (Part 1)

Sinners

God

Christ

Spirit

Saints

Jason_loy@hotmail.com
Preservation of the saints



5 Points of Calvinism - TULIP

God is holy, righteous and loving
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Let God be God, and God will do what God wills

Jesus calls His own sheep by name

The Father’s hand and The Son’s hand protect us

The Spirit gives life and seals the elects



Summary of Irresistible Grace

Effectual Calling Efficacious calling for the elects for a divine purpose

Decisive calling that leads an elect to repentance and
faith in Jesus Christ

Conclusive calling that brings about justification and
sanctification of the believer



Perseverance of the Saints Once saved, always saved

Eternal Security

Preservation of God for the Saints



Can a believer lose his salvation? What about those who fall away?



Can a believer lose his salvation?

1. No, because "Salvation is of The Lord”



If we own these: Misplaced them Dropped them Stolen



Salvation belongs to the Lord! (Jonah 2:9b)

Salvation belongs to the Lord; (Ps 3:8a)

David

Jonah



9 After this I looked, and behold, a great multitude that no one could number, from
every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne
and before the Lamb, clothed in white robes, with palm branches in their
hands, 10 and crying out with a loud voice, “Salvation belongs to our God who sits on
the throne, and to the Lamb!” (Rev 7:9-10)

…..Salvation and glory and power belong to
our God, (Rev 19:1b)



If salvation or saving faith belongs to me, I will lose them somehow

A true believer in Jesus Christ will NEVER lose his salvation !



Can a believer lose his salvation?

2. No, because God’s promise to The Son will be fulfilled



I will tell of the decree:
The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten you.
8 Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage,

and the ends of the earth your possession. (Ps 2:7-8)



Can a believer lose his salvation?

3. No, because “Eternal life is eternal”



God planned
& elected

Christ died &
resurrected

Holy Spirit
applies & seals

Creation Christ
incarnation

Consummation

Preservation of the Saints

• Eternal life is eternal and permanent
• Eternal life is by God’s sovereign grace and mercy



Can a believer lose his salvation?

4. No, because The Father kept and hold us



even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we
should be holy and blameless before him. (Eph 1:4)

In eternity past, He chose us to be there, with
Him, in glory. He is going to get us there

God, in His perfect will, has chosen us to be holy and blameless



The one who conquers will be clothed thus in white garments, and I will
never blot his name out of the book of life. I will confess his name before my
Father and before his angels.(Rev 3:5)

God will never blot out the names

Rev 13:8 –written before the foundation of the world



Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change.
(James 1:17)

Above

Below God is immutable > salvation will not change

God is immutable, does not change



In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to himself as sons through
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 6 to the praise of his
glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved. (Eph 1:5-6)

God has predestined us for adoption

God already was our heavenly Father



29 For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the
image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many
brothers.And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he
called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.(Ro 8:29-30)

God starts and God brings to the end



3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his
great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance that is
imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5 who by
God's power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time. (1 Pet 1:3-5)

God‘s power guards us

Greatest power of all Lasting to the end



Can a believer lose his salvation?

5. No, because Jesus kept and hold us



(Lord Jesus Christ) who will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 God is faithful, by whom you were called
into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.(1 Cor 1:8-9)

Faithful God keeps us in the fellowship with His Son

Jesus sustains us

Even our future sins are covered by Christ



Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever hears my word and believes him
who sent me has eternal life. He does not come into judgment,
but has passed from death to life.(John 5:24)

death life

One–way only



39 And this is the will of him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of all that he
has given me, but raise it up on the last day. 40 For this is the will of my Father,
that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have eternal life,
and I will raise him up on the last day.” (John 6:39-40)

Jesus said:

God gives us a faith, as a supernatural gift, to believe, and
this faith is persevering one, a permanent one, a sustaining
one that will never turn to unbelief or falling away finally



Can a believer lose his salvation?

6. No, because The Holy Spirit kept and hold us



In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy
Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we
acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. (Eph 1:13-14)

Guarantee – pledge (NASB)

arraabon (Grk): downpayment; engagement ring

The Holy Spirit seals us



21 And it is God who establishes us with you in Christ, and has anointed
us, 22 and who has also put his seal on us and given us his Spirit in our hearts
as a guarantee.(2 Cor 1:21-22)

The Holy Spirit seals us

5 He who has prepared us for this very thing is God, who has given us the Spirit as
a guarantee. (2 Cor 5:5)



30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the day
of redemption.(Eph 4:30)

The Holy Spirit seals us

By the Holy Spirit who dwells within us, guard the good deposit entrusted to
you.(2 Tim 1:14)



Apostle Paul reminded us in his letters



Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword? (Ro 8:35)

Paul asked a question:



For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things
present nor things to come, nor powers, 39 nor height nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ
Jesus our Lord. (Ro 8:38-39)

Paul gave his own reply:



And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will
bring it to completion at the day of Jesus Christ. (Phi 1:6)

salvation



Jesus will guard us

which is why I suffer as I do. But I am not ashamed, for I know whom I have
believed, and I am convinced that he is able to guard until that day what has
been entrusted to me.(2 Tim 1:12)

God guards, not us



Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to present
you blameless before the presence of his glory with great joy, (Jude
1:24)

God keeps us

Omnipotence of God

righteousness of God promises of God

preservation of God



reconciliation

redemption

substitution

adoption

sanctification

regeneration

The salvation of the righteous is from the Lord (Ps 37:39)

justification

glorificationpropitiation



No one falls through the cracks

God the Father’s
power guards us

God the Son sustains
us blameless

God the Spirit seals
us for inheritance



What about those who have fallen away?

Those who
departed and lost

Those who remained
but yet lost

Those who had stumbled
but did not fail completely



They went out from us, but they were not of us; for if they had been of us, they
would have continued with us. But they went out, that it might become plain
that they all are not of us. (1 John 2:19)

Not true believers of Christ1. Those who departed and lost





22 On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your
name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many mighty works in your
name?’ 23 And then will I declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from
me, you workers of lawlessness.’ (Mat 7:22-23)

1. Prophesy
2. Cast out demons,
3. Do many mighty works

No pre-determined
intimate relationship

2. Those who remained but yet, lost



Matt 13:24-30

29 But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along
with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will
tell the reapers, “Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be
burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.”’” (Matt 13:29-30)



Some never able to arrive at the knowledge of the truth

always learning and never able to arrive at a knowledge of the truth.
(2 Tim 3:7)

Intellectual knowledge only

No life transforming impact



For the time is coming when people will not endure sound teaching, but having
itching ears they will accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own
passions, 4 and will turn away from listening to the truth and wander off into
myths. ( 2 Tim 4:3-4)

Prosperity gospel –health & wealth

Some will only select teachings suitable to themselves

Miracles and healing

Charismatic, persuasive and trend setting

Testimonies, visions and experiences



13 Even Simon himself believed, and after being baptized he continued
with Philip. And seeing signs and great miracles performed, he was
amazed. (Acts 8:13)

But Peter said to him, “May your silver perish
with you, because you thought you could
obtain the gift of God with money! (Acts 8:20)



Are you a Christian? Yes

How do you know you have been saved? One time in my life, I repeated a
prayer, and I was sincere.

Being saved is by a man’s decision in a one time prayer ??

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick;
who can understand it? (Jer 17:9)



I am saved because God has chosen me and called me, His Holy Spirit rebirth
me, granted me repentance and faith to believe in Jesus Christ, who suffered
the wrath and died on the cross on my behalf, forgiven me and cleansed me
of all my sins, and He rose again to grant me eternal life.



Strive for peace with everyone, and for
the holiness without which no one will
see the Lord. (Heb 12:14)





Was Judas a pawn in God’s plan? That God have to seek help from Judas to
betray Jesus, otherwise, salvation plan will not work?

Why did Jesus choose Judas as one of the twelve disciples?

Did Jesus make a mistake?



12 In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he continued
in prayer to God. 13 And when day came, he called his disciples and chose from
them twelve, whom he named apostles: 14 Simon, whom he named Peter,
and Andrew his brother, and James and John, and Philip, and
Bartholomew, 15 and Matthew, and Thomas, and James the son of Alphaeus,
and Simon who was called the Zealot, 16 and Judas the son of James, and Judas
Iscariot, who became a traitor. (Luke 6:12-16)



• “One of the twelve” (8x, 4 gospels)
• Given authority to cast out demons, heal every disease

and affliction (Mat 10:1)
• Appointed and sent by Jesus to preach (Mk3:14)

• He lived with Jesus and followed him for 3 years
• He witnessed Jesus’ miracles, heard him preach
• He lived among community of believers
• He was appointed as treasurer
• He preached, cast out demons, healed diseases



But there are some of you who do not believe.” (For Jesus knew from the
beginning who those were who did not believe, and who it was who would betray
him. (John 6:64)

Jesus knew from the beginning, supernaturally knew and identified Judas
Jesus chose Judas was not a mistake, but a deliberate and pre-determined plan
Judas become the betrayer, was not a surprise to Jesus
Judas himself did not believe from the beginning
Judas betrayed Jesus out of his own decision

Jesus did not make a mistake in choosing Judas



21 And as they were eating, he said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray
me.” 22 And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one after another, “Is
it I, Lord?” 23 He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in the dish with me will
betray me. 24 The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that man by
whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that man if he had
not been born.” 25 Judas, who would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said
to him, “You have said so.” (Mat 26:21-25)

The greatest hypocrite and best actor



Then after he had taken the morsel, Satan entered into him. Jesus said to
him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.” (John 6:27)

Judas betrayed out of his own decision

Judas was delighted in his sinful choice

Judas was not forced into sin



Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is the man;
seize him.” 49 And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And
he kissed him. 50 Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” (Mat 26:48-
50)

Judas was pro-active and willing

Judas had decided and executed
the evil in his heart



While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called Judas,
one of the twelve, was leading them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss him, 48 but
Jesus said to him, “Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss?”
(Luke 22:47-48)

Judas was pro-active and willing
Judas was exposed to Christ like the
other eleven

Judas had schemed and
executed his betrayal himself



to take the place in this ministry and apostleship from which Judas
turned aside to go to his own place.” (Acts 1:25)

Judas was fully culpable and responsible for his own choices and sins

Peter said



The totally depraved man (rebellious and ‘religious’):

Hated Jesus, rejected Jesus and
planned to kill him

Had seen Jesus lived his life and yet refuse to accept him

Had seen all the miracles and
wonders, still did not believe him

Had heard Jesus’ teachings and yet refuse to accept him

A false believer who do not have
saving faith



Judas

• To show how a fallen man, without Christ, was so depraved and sinful
• To show that not all who ‘hear, see, preach, perform miracles or serve’ in

Jesus’ name are surely true believers
• To show that not all who are ‘associated’ in church or Christian community

are surely true believers
• To show that not all who serve God are surely true believers

God chose His own to be saved;
God can permit evil to occur, to accomplish His
ultimate plan of salvation through Jesus Christ



• What a waste of lost opportunity for Judas
• Wasted privilege to know the truth of Christ, to see His beauty and glory,

yet to turn against Him.
• Danger of loving money, power, ambition and temporal things

So, after receiving the morsel of bread, he immediately went out. And it
was night. (John 13:30)

Judas never see light after this, eternally in regret in endless darkness and
agony, because of evil, hypocrisy, fruitlessness of living a false life



• Betrayed Jesus
• Gave in to Satan
• Guilty and repented
• Became godly and honorable
• Preached the word of life
• Martyred saint

• Betrayed Jesus
• Gave in to Satan
• Guilty and sorrowful
• Became dishonorable
• Against the word
• Suicide





• A true Christian can become a non-Christian;

• A true believer can become a non-believer;

• A new creation can become an old creation;

• Children of God can become children of devil;

• Citizen of heaven can become citizen of hell

Wrong understanding



Can believers still fail?

Perseverance of the Saints:

Can believers fail severely?

Can believers fail completely?

Yes

Yes

No

Summary



For if while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the
death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, shall we
be saved by his life. (Ro 5:10)

God’s purpose to save us cost His Son’s death

A heavy price, a fatal one

Eternal guarantee



How to explain (Heb 6:4-6)?



4 For it is impossible, in the case of those who have once been enlightened, who
have tasted the heavenly gift, and have shared in the Holy Spirit, 5 and have
tasted the goodness of the word of God and the powers of the age to
come, 6 and then have fallen away, to restore them again to repentance,
since they are crucifying once again the Son of God to their own harm and
holding him up to contempt.(Heb 6: 4-6)

They have the form but without the reality of Christianity in Christ



In Hebrews, who were the people that the write addressed to?

Group 1 – The Jewish Christians who were true believers (10:32-34); (12:4)
Immature believers who were tempted to hold on to the symbolic rituals and traditions of
Judaism

Group 2 – The Jewish unbelievers who were convinced of the basic truths but had not
placed their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. They were intellectually
persuaded but spiritually uncommitted. (2:1-3); (6:4-6); (10:26-29); (12:15-17)

Group 3 – The Jewish unbelievers who were not convinced of the gospel’s truths but
had some exposure to it. (9:11, 14-15, 27-28)



1. Enlightened – illuminated, lighted up, to make aware, intellectual perception, to have
understanding

It does not mean “saved”; it is not regeneration

9 The true light, which gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was
in the world, and the world was made through him, yet the world did not know
him. 11 He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him (Jn 1:9-11)



2. Tasted the heavenly gift – it is ‘at the tongue’, momentary, not continuing or
permanent

It does not mean “drink down” or “eaten” or “feasted”

so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes his sun
rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust.
(Mat 5:45)

they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would
not drink it. (Mat 27:34)



True salvation – “eats”, “feeds” and “drinks”

I am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he
will live forever…..(Jn 6:51a)

Whoever feeds on my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, and I will raise
him up on the last day. (John 6:54)



3. Shared in the Holy Spirit – metochous, It means association, means being around
when the Holy Spirit ministers, sharing in certain activities or events; participation in the
miraculous ministry of Jesus, who was empowered by the Spirit

It does not mean possession, not indwelling or filled by the Spirit

while God also bore witness by signs and wonders and various miracles and
by gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will.(Heb 2:4)

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news
to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to
the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, (Luke 4:18)



4. Tasted the word of God – rhema, speeches concerning God;

It does not mean logos; or the saving word of God that produces faith

for Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept
him safe. When he heard him, he was greatly perplexed, and yet he heard him
gladly. (Mark 6:20)

And the ones on the rock are those who, when they hear the word, receive it with
joy. But these have no root; they believe for a while, and in time of testing fall
away.(Luke 8:13)



True salvation – “ate”

Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words became to me a joy and
the delight of my heart, for I am called by your name,
O LORD, God of hosts.(Jer 15:16)



5. Tasted the powers of the age to come – saw the miracle power of the kingdom,
miracles upon miracles, yet do not believe

It does not mean it produces salvation

Though he had done so many signs before them, they still did not believe in
him,(Jn 12:37)

John 5 – healing of the invalid triggered Jews to kill Jesus
John 6 – feeding of 5000 –Jews only wanted to be satisfied materially
John 9 –healing of the blind man from birth – Jews tried to deny the miracle
John 11 – raising of Lazarus – make plans to put him to death



Saved, justified, righteous, called, elect, believers, children of God, redeemed,
sanctified, adopted, made holy, chosen, bought, regenerated, born again etc

(Heb 6:1-12) No salvation terms being used that refer to believers:

Involved with what the Spirit is doing – not born of the Spirit, sealed by the Spirit,
indwelt by the Spirit, anointed by the Spirit, led by the Spirit, baptized by the Spirit,
filled with the Spirit



7 For land that has drunk the rain that often falls on it, and produces a crop useful
to those for whose sake it is cultivated, receives a blessing from God. 8 But if it
bears thorns and thistles, it is worthless and near to being cursed, and its end is
to be burned. (Heb 6:7-8)

Unregenerate sinners; unbelievers True believers



I am the vine; you are the branches. Whoever abides in me and I in him, he it is
that bears much fruit, for apart from me you can do nothing. (Jn 15:5)

By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my
disciples. (Jn 15:8)

You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that you should go
and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, (Jn 16:16a)



Though we speak in this way, yet in your case, beloved, we feel
sure of better things—things that belong to salvation. (Heb 6:9)

For in the case of those who have once been enlightened….(Heb 6:4a)
Unbelievers

Believers



26 For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the
truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27 but a fearful expectation of
judgment, and a fury of fire that will consume the adversaries. 28 Anyone who has
set aside the law of Moses dies without mercy on the evidence of two or three
witnesses. 29 How much worse punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the
one who has trampled underfoot the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of
the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace?
(Heb 10:26-29)



But we are not of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those
who have faith and preserve their souls. (Heb 10:39)

2 Groups: Unbelievers and Believers



Warning for unbelievers

They have come all the way to the edge of decision to receive Jesus Christ,
standing on the edge, yet never made that commitment, the longer they reject,
the longer they neglect, the harder their hearts become spiritually hardened and
then not understanding anything; and they are in danger, as warning of falling
away, and departing from the living God.

They have full knowledge of the revelation of Christ and yet reject Him, this will be
the greatest tragedy and cause them never to be able to be renewed for
repentance again.



End

John 17:1-26


