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Salvation Grace

Christianity

Roman Catholicism

Salvation Grace Works
Man-made



Roman Catholicism

Salvation Grace Works



Roman Catholicism – salvation distributed by the pope
“For God’s only-begotten Son ... has won a treasure for the militant Church ... he has entrusted it to
blessed Peter, the key-bearer of heaven, and to his successors who are Christ’s vicars on earth, so that
they may distribute it to the faithful for their salvation. They may apply it with mercy for reasonable
causes to all who have repented for and have confessed their sins. At times they may remit completely,
and at other times only partially, the temporal punishment due to sin in a general as well as in special
ways (insofar as they judge it to be fitting in the sight of the Lord). The merits of the Blessed Mother of
God and of all the elect ... are known to add further to this treasury’” (ellipsis are in the original)
(Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, Apostolic Constitution on the Revision of Indulgences, Chap. 4, 7, p.
80).



Roman Catholicism – salvation through Catholic church alone

“For it is through Christ’s Catholic Church alone, which is the universal help towards salvation, that the
fulness of the means of salvation can be obtained. It was to the apostolic college alone of which Peter
is the head, that we believe that our Lord entrusted all the blessings of the New Covenant, in order to
establish on earth the one Body of Christ into which all those should be fully incorporated who belong
in any way to the people of God” (Decree on Ecumenism, chap. 1, 3, p. 415).



Roman Catholicism – salvation by sacrifice and sacraments
“Just as Christ was sent by the Father so also he sent the apostles ... that they might preach the gospel
to every creature and proclaim that the Son of God by his death and resurrection had freed us from the
power of Satan and from death, and brought us into the Kingdom of his Father. But he also willed that
the work of salvation which they preached should be set in train through the sacrifice and sacraments,
around which the entire liturgical [ritualistic] life revolves. Thus by Baptism men are grafted into the
paschal mystery of Christ. ... They receive the spirit of adoption as sons” (Constitution on the Sacred
Liturgy, Chap. 1, I, 5,6, pp. 23-24).

“In that body the life of Christ is communicated to those who believe and who, through the sacraments,
are united in a hidden and real way to Christ in his passion and glorification. Through baptism we are
formed in the likeness of Christ: ‘For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body’ (1 Cor. 12:13). In
this sacred rite fellowship in Christ’s death and resurrection is symbolized and is brought about”
(Dogmatic Constitution on the Church, Chap. 1, 7, p. 327).



Roman Catholicism – salvation by sacrifice and sacraments
“For it is the liturgy through which, especially in the divine sacrifice of the Eucharist, ‘the work of our
redemption is accomplished,’ and it is through the liturgy, especially, that the faithful are enabled to
express in their lives and manifest to others the mystery of Christ and the real nature of the true Church”
(Constitution on the Sacred Liturgy, Introduction, para. 2).

“By the sacrament of Baptism, whenever it is properly conferred in the way the Lord determined and
received with the proper dispositions of soul, man becomes truly incorporated into the crucified and
glorified Christ and is reborn to a sharing of the divine life” (Decree on Ecumenism, chap. 3, II, 22, p.
427).



Roman Catholicism – salvation by good works

“From the most ancient times in the Church good works were also offered to God for the salvation of
sinners, particularly the works which human weakness finds hard. Because the sufferings of the martyrs
for the faith and for God’s law were thought to be very valuable, penitents used to turn to the martyrs to
be helped by their merits to obtain a more speedy reconciliation from the bishops. Indeed, the prayers
and good works of holy people were regarded as of such great value that it could be asserted that the
penitent was washed, cleansed and redeemed with the help of the entire Christian people” (Constitution
on the Sacred Liturgy, Apostolic Constitution on the Revision of Indulgences, chap. 3, 6, pp. 78,79).



8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may
boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

(Eph 2:8-9)



Definition of Grace: 

• Grace is from God > God is the source

• Grace is a gift > we cannot earn it, we cannot demand for it

Grace is God’s unmerited favour, blessing and kindness shown to guilty sinners



MercyGrace

Salvation Judgment
heaven
blessings
eternal life
joy

Presence with God Remove wrath
Remove hell
Remove punishment
Remove death
Remove torment



8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, (Eph 2:8)

by grace alone through faith alone
Sola fideSola gratia

Is it the ‘grace’ that saves us? Or is it the ‘faith’ that saves us?



8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, (Eph 2:8)

by grace alone through faith alone
Sola fideSola gratia

Is it the ‘grace’ that saves us? Or is it the ‘faith’ that saves us?





through faith



God’s saving grace

through faith

Saved by grace through faith

(means through which grace is received )



God’s saving grace



8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, (Eph 2:8)

Grace

gift



8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own
doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one may
boast. (Eph 2:8-9)

not human works, not sacraments

God does not want man to 
claim any self glory or honour



The proud, arrogant, 
self-centered

There are six things that the LORD hates,
seven that are an abomination to him:

17 haughty eyes, a lying tongue,
and hands that shed innocent blood,

18 a heart that devises wicked plans,
feet that make haste to run to evil,

19 a false witness who breathes out lies,
and one who sows discord among brothers.



I am the LORD; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, (Isa 42:8a)

to him who alone does great wonders, for his steadfast love endures
forever;(Ps 136:4)



Gain
Salvation

Good 
works

Other religions



10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which
God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.(PS 103:11)

Saved by 
Grace

Good works are 
evidence

Christian Faith



17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the
Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to
change.(James 1:17)

Salvation: grace, regeneration, faith, 
sanctification, glorification

anothen, from above



Salvation is NOT a ‘partnership’ 
between God and man

Man’s work
50%

God’s work
50%



2 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked,
following the course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the
spirit that is now at work in the sons of disobedience— 3 among whom we all
once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and
the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. (Eph
2:1-3)

Sin nature and sinful deeds

god of this world (2 Cor 4:4)

whole world lies in the power of the evil one (2 Cor 4:4)

ruler of this world (John 12:31)



4 But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love with which he
loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive
together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—(Eph 2:4-5)

Grace is that which saves us

A dead person cannot save himself



13 And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your
flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us all our
trespasses, (Col 2:13)

Grace from God

Grave for man



10 as it is written:
“None is righteous, no, not one;
11 no one understands;

no one seeks for God.
12 All have turned aside; together they have become worthless;

no one does good,
not even one.” (Rom 3:10-12)

No exception, not a single man or woman 
seeks God or does good

No amount of good works or sacraments, 
rituals can save



We have all become like one who is unclean,
and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment.

We all fade like a leaf,
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. (Isa 64:6)

Nothing good based on God’s standardsWe are weak and helpless 

‘filthy rags’



1. Man will not come to seek after God
2. Man is unable to seek after God
3. Man will invent their own ‘gods’

God

chanting

meditation

rituals
charity

Redefine salvation



Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And 
they sewed fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths. (Gen 3:7)

Man starts to invent his own methods of salvation
Futile attempt
The result of a fallen mind, corrupted reasoning



5 Then the LORD saw that the wickedness of mankind was great on the earth,
and that every intent of the thoughts of their hearts was only evil
continually.(Gen 6:5)

Nothing but evil



4 Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city and a tower with its top in
the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over
the face of the whole earth.” (Gen 11:4)

Man wants to usurp God
Man wants to be God

For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, 
and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” (Gen 3:5)



…They have made for themselves a golden calf and have worshiped it and
sacrificed to it ….(Ex 32:8)

The Israelites rejected the true God
They designed their own gods
They worshipped based on their own ways

3000 men were slaughtered (verse 38)

Plague (verse 35)



“You shall have no other gods before me. (Ex 20:3)

The Ten Commandments



“You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of anything that is in
heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5 You
shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I the Lord your God am a jealous God, (Ex
20:4-5a)





A  prefigure of the final antichrist

36 “And the king shall do as he wills. He shall exalt himself and magnify himself 
above every god, and shall speak astonishing things against the God of 
gods. He shall prosper till the indignation is accomplished; for what is decreed 
shall be done. (Dan 11:36)

Zeus
Antiochus IV Epiphanes
Hellenistic king of the Seleucid Empire (175BC – 164 BC)

Desecrated Israel’s temple
Banned circumcision and daily sacrifice
Sacrificed pig on altar

Abomination of desolation (Dan 9, 11, 12)



Desecration of the temple

“So when you see the abomination of desolation spoken of by the prophet 
Daniel, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), (Mat 24:15)

Sign of the coming and the end of the age



3 Let no one deceive you in any way. For that day will not come, unless the rebellion 
comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, 4 who 
opposes and exalts himself against every so-called god or object of worship, so that 
he takes his seat in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.(2 The 2:3-4) 

First beast, antichrist



13 It performs great signs, even making fire come down from heaven to earth in front 
of people, 14 and by the signs that it is allowed to work in the presence of the beast it 
deceives those who dwell on earth, telling them to make an image for the beast that 
was wounded by the sword and yet lived. 15 And it was allowed to give breath to the 
image of the beast, so that the image of the beast might even speak and might cause 
those who would not worship the image of the beast to be slain. (Rev 13:13-15)

Second beast, false prophet First beast, antichrist



God created man
In his own image and likeness

But man wants to create ‘god’ with his own imagination



22 So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that
in every way you are very religious. 23 For as I passed along and observed the objects
of your worship, I found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To the unknown god.’ What
therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to you. 24 The God who made the
world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples
made by man, 25 nor is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything,
since he himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. (Acts 17:22-25)



29 Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is like gold or
silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of man. 30 The times of
ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to
repent, 31 because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness
by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising
him from the dead.” (Acts 17:29-31)



Break



Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the
Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you
are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless
God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one
is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to him, “How
can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother's
womb and be born?”(Jn 3:1-4)

Nicodemus’ true intention: 
how to enter the kingdom of God ??



5 Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the
flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I
said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The wind blows where it wishes, and
you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes.
So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” (John 3:5-8)



Pharisees (verse 1)
Ruler of the Jews (verse 1)
Teacher of Israel (verse 10)

Religious
Pinnacle of Judaism
Sanhedrin (John 7)
Rich (John 19:39)

Worried
Fearful
Guilty
Anxious
Doubtful
Hypocrite

Nicodemus knew he didn’t have a relationship with God to enter His kingdom



born again (verse 3)

born of water and the Spirit (verse 5)

born of the Spirit is spirit (verse 6)

born again (verse 7)

“born” – 8 times

born of the Spirit  (verse 8)

God’s saving grace

anothen:
from above, divine birth



Man has no contribution to his physical birth (time, place, parents)

Man has no contribution to his spiritual birth too



6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit
is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ (John
3:6-7)

flesh SpiritVs

All human methods are futile Salvation is initiated by God



The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know
where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the
Spirit.” (John 3:8)

Born of the Spirit is by God’s grace



Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” (Jn 3:9)
Rituals?

Traditions?

Ceremonies?

Charitable works?

Man’s effort?

7 sacraments?

Baptism? Regulation?



The most misunderstood parable



25 And behold, a lawyer stood up to put him to the test, saying, “Teacher, what 
shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the Law? 
How do you read it?” 27 And he answered, “You shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 
mind, and your neighbor as yourself.” 28 And he said to him, “You have answered 
correctly; do this, and you will live.”
29 But he, desiring to justify himself, said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”

Luke 10:25-37 – The Parable of the Good Samaritan



30 Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and he fell
among robbers, who stripped him and beat him and departed, leaving him half
dead. 31 Now by chance a priest was going down that road, and when he saw him
he passed by on the other side. 32 So likewise a Levite, when he came to the place
and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, as he journeyed,
came to where he was, and when he saw him, he had compassion. 34 He went to
him and bound up his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he set him on his own
animal and brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 And the next day he took
out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper, saying, ‘Take care of him, and
whatever more you spend, I will repay you when I come back.’



36 Which of these three, do you think, proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell
among the robbers?” 37 He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” And Jesus said
to him, “You go, and do likewise.”

This parable is NOT talking about showing kindness or doing good deeds

Be a good  Samaritan?
Be charitable? Be kind?
Be helpful to everyone, even the enemies?



1. “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your strength and with all your mind, and

2. your neighbor as yourself.”

“what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”



“And who is my neighbor?” >> “who qualifies to be loved by me?”

Another Pharisees? A blind beggar ? A tax collector?

An unclean woman?A Samaritan woman?



He came to him
He saw and had compassion
He bound up his wounds, pouring oil and wine
He set him on his animal
He brought him to an inn
He took care of him whole night
He paid for the inn
He paid for more care and longer stay

What did the Samaritan do?

The Samaritan loves abundantly and sacrificially > natural response



Need to sacrifice time, money, effort
Need to give up your convenience
Need to show lavish love without complaint
Need to show genuine love

Who would ever does such things?

Family

Ownself



“And who is my neighbor?” “Are you a neighbor to someone?”

Need to sacrifice time, money, effort
Need to give up your convenience
Need to show lavish love without complaint
Need to show genuine love

“You go, and do likewise”



No one will be able to do those things to a stranger
No one will be able to show that kind of love to a stranger
No one will be able to perform such lavish and sacrificial love to a stranger
I can probably show such love to my family and myself
But I will not be able to  “love your neighbour as yourself”

No one will be able to do these to inherit eternal life >> You cant!



Salvation is a free gift from God, we cannot do anything to earn it

God gives eternal life by His grace and mercy, not based on our merit

‘The wind blows where it wishes’, God saves whom He wishes to save

It is all about God’s grace > Sovereignty



Jesus rebuked the hypocrites!



‘added new regulations : sabbath, traditions, rituals, ceremonies, circumcision’

7 You hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy of you, when 
he said:
8 “‘This people honors me with their lips, but their heart 
is far from me; 9 in vain do they worship me, teaching 
as doctrines the commandments of men.’” (Mat 15:7-8)

Let them alone; they are blind guides. And if the blind lead the blind, both will fall
into a pit.” (Mat 15:14)



Matthew 23:1-36 > Seven Woes! 

27 “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are
like whitewashed tombs, which outwardly appear beautiful, but within are
full of dead people's bones and all uncleanness. 28 So you also outwardly
appear righteous to others, but within you are full of hypocrisy and
lawlessness. (Mat 23:27-28)

7x 6x



Look out for the dogs, look out for the evildoers, look out for those who
mutilate the flesh. (Phi 3:2)

Judaizers: sinful, vicious and uncontrolled



God’s grace comes to man



God’s grace came to Paul
5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the
tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a
Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to
righteousness under the law, blameless. (Phi 3:5)



7 But whatever gain I had, I counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 Indeed, I
count everything as loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ
Jesus my Lord. For his sake I have suffered the loss of all things and count
them as rubbish, in order that I may gain Christ . (Phi 3:7-8)

worthless

garbage, waste, manure



But when he who had set me apart before I was born, and who called me by
his grace, 16 was pleased to reveal his Son to me, (Gal 1:15)



23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 and are
justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ
Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be
received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his
divine forbearance he had passed over former sins. (Ro 3:23-25)

Gift is free, we cannot earn it

Faith is the means to receive salvation



So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this
time restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to
know times or seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority. (Acts
1:6-7)



11 For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all
people, 12 training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to
live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for
our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior
Jesus Christ, 14 who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness
and to purify for himself a people for his own possession who are zealous
for good works.(Titus 2:11-14)

Jesus Christ first appearing

Jesus Christ second appearing



Apostle Peter died 64 - 68 AD

Apostle Paul died 67 AD



All the apostles have died

The only last apostle remaining

Old, alone and exiled in Patmos island

Much heresies and false teachings in the churches

God’s kingdom is still not yet restoredAD 95-100



And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John 1:14)

For from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.. (John 1:16)

‘woman, behold, your son!”
‘Behold, your mother



The grace of the Lord Jesus be with all. Amen. (Rev 22:21)

Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come,(Rev 1:4)
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