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“Did God actually say, ‘ You shall not eat of any tree in the garden’? (Gen 3:1b)

Doubts

Distort God’s words

Divisions in Church

Distrust God



Jesus Christ / LifeDevil / Hell

AntiChrist / false church

Narrow gate and hard wayWide gate and easy way

Matt 7: 13-14



Charles Spurgeon. England 

Reformed Baptist Pastor(Prince of Preachers)

1834 – 1892

‘Almost right, half-truths’



Mark 13 – false christs and, false prophets

Acts 13 – false prophet

Rom 16 – cause divisions, create obstacles contrary to the doctrine, smooth talk and 

flattery, deceive the hearts of the naive

2 Cor 11– false apostles, deceitful workmen, disguising as apostles of Christ

Gal 2 – false brothers secretly brought in

1 Tim 1– charge certain persons not to teach any different doctrine

2 Pet– false prophets, false teachers among you, secretly bring in destructive heresies

1 John – many false prophets have gone out into the world

Jude – for certain people have crept in unnoticed …pervert the grace of God

Rev 2 – false apostles (Ephesus), Balaam’s teaching (Pergamum), Jezebel (Thyatira)



Roman Catholicism:

Does not accept Bible as the supreme authority of the Bible and its sufficiency.

Church traditions has the same authority as Scripture authority (CCC 82)

The Roman Catholic (RC) church is the one true church (CCC2105)

Only the RC church (Magisterium: Pope and bishops) can interpret the Word of God (CCC 100)

Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) 



Pope is the “Vicar of Christ” (substitute), represents Jesus as head of the Church (CCC2034)

Papal infallibility

Apostolic succession > can make ex cathedra pronouncements



Mary, Mother of God, who brings the gift of eternal salvation (CCC969)

Veneration of the saints; Worship relics

Full benefit of salvation is only through the RC church (Vatican 2, Decree on Ecumenism)



Roman Catholicism’s beliefs:

Salvation Faith 



Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC) 

Baptism is necessary for 

salvation (CCC 1257)

Bread and wine are actual body 

and blood of Christ (CCC 1376)

Formal acceptance into the 

church by anointing of 

forehead with chrism

Men being ordained to 

clergy

Special grace to couple

The priest anoints the sick 

with oil

Penance is necessary for 

salvation (CCC 980)



Roman Catholics beliefs:

Purgatory: intermediate state between heaven and hell

Indulgences: remission of temporal punishment due to 

sin for the dead

Thesis 86

Johann Tetzel, German Dominican Friar, sold indulgence

1465 -1519

"As soon as the coin in the coffer rings, the soul 

from purgatory springs"



In 1516, Johann Tetzel sold indulgence, money collected was used to build St Peter 

basilica



Martin Luther (1483-1546), nailed his Ninety-five theses on the door of All Saints’ 

Church, Wittenberg on 31 Oct 1517 :

Why does not the pope, whose wealth today is greater than the wealth of the richest 
Crassus, build the basilica of St. Peter with his own money rather than with the 
money of poor believers? Thesis 86



Unless I am convinced by the testimony of the Scriptures or by clear reason (for I do 

not trust either in the pope or in councils alone, since it is well known that they have 

often erred and contradicted themselves), I am bound by the Scriptures I have 

quoted and my conscience is captive to the Word of God. I cannot and will not recant 

anything, since it is neither safe nor right to go against conscience. May God help 

me. Amen.

“Here I stand. I can do no other”

Martin Luther was excommunicated by the pope and condemnation as an outlaw by the 

Holy Roman Emperor in 1521.

Diet of Worms, 18 April 1521



• The Scripture is the only source of divinely revealed truth of God

• Only God alone can grant forgiveness of sins

• Salvation is not earned by good deeds; eternal life is a free gift of God’s grace,

through believer’s faith in Jesus Christ

• Erroneous teachings: Indulgences absolve buyers from all punishments and gain

salvation; sacerdotalism (only priests are mediators between God and man)

Martin Luther, German

1483 -1546



They viewed God’s Word as the authoritative foundation for Christian faith

They gladly submitted to its divine truth

They faithfully kept and guarded the sound doctrines

They confronted any false authority and unbiblical teaching

They exposed the corruption of the entire Roman Catholic system

The early church reformers:

Martin Luther

German 1483-1546

John Calvin

French 1509-1564
John Knox

Scottish 1514-1572

Protestants



Reformers who had martyred for the Word

• Bible should be the sole authority for the church’s doctrines and practices.

• The only way to God and salvation is through His Word.

• The bible should be in the hands of every man (RC kept the Bible in Latin only)

• NT (Greek), OT (Hebrews)

William Tyndale, English

1494 -1536

“Lord! Open the King of England’s eyes.”



The Five Solas of the Reformation

By Scripture Alone

Protestantism Reformed TheologyProtestants



Sola Scriptura: by Word alone

Traditions

Reasons

Experiences
Visions

Dreams

Charismatic gifts

Angels

‘God told me’councils



The Reformation principle of Sola Scriptura:

• The Scripture is the divine revelation of God

• The Scripture is the sole and supreme authority of the Church

• The Scripture contains all truths necessary and sufficient for salvation

• The Scripture is the highest rule for sound doctrines and faithful living

The Scripture is inerrant, infallible, sufficient and complete

Bible is clear and is its own interpreter



God’s revelation

Special revelationGeneral revelation

Jesus Christ Scripture



Now the word of the LORD came to me, saying,(Jer 1:4)

God worked through words to reveal His plans

Then the LORD put out his hand and touched my mouth. And 

the LORD said to me,

“Behold, I have put my words in your mouth. (Jer 1:9)

The Scripture is the Word of God



Much in every way. To begin with, the Jews were entrusted with the oracles of

God. (Ro 3:2)

words of God

And the LORD gave me the two tablets of stone written with the finger of God, and 

on them were all the words that the LORD had spoken with you…. (Deut 9:10)

Mount Sinai



So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the

saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the foundation of the apostles

and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole

structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. (Eph 2:19-21)

NT and OT

church

Jesus Christ

Jesus Christ



Church councils Church Creeds & doctrinal statements

Word alone is the sole and supreme authority of the Church



All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof,

for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may

be complete, equipped for every good work. (2 Tim 3:16-17)

Word alone is the highest rule for sound doctrines and faithful living



The Word is sufficient > Nothing to be added or taken out

Word alone contains all truths necessary sufficient for salvation



The Bible is the inspired word of God

knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from

someone's own interpretation. 21 For no prophecy was ever produced by

the will of man, but men spoke from God as they were carried along by

the Holy Spirit. (2 Pet 1:20-21)

Holy Spirit moved the men to write



God is the author of the Bible and God chose men to write down His words.

God worked through their wills, their intellects, their personalities, their own minds,

vocabularies and to accomplish His Scripture.

Moses John 



Uniqueness of the Scripture



1. Written over a span of 1500 years (1400 BC – AD 100)

39 27



2. Written by over 40 writers (all walks of life):

Moses: a political leader, train in Egypt

Peter: a fisherman

Amos: a herdsman

Joshua: a military general

Nehemiah: a cupbearer

Daniel: a prime minister

Luke: a doctor

Solomon: a king

Matthew: a tax collector

Paul: a rabbi

Maintain a consistent 

theme and message

Holy Spirit



3. Written in 3 different continents: Asia, Africa and Europe

4. Written in different places:

• Moses in the wilderness

• Jeremiah in a dungeon

• Daniel on the hillside and in a palace

• Paul inside prison walls

• Luke while travelling

• John on the isle of Patmos



5. Written in different times of events 
( David in times of war,                Solomon in times of peace)

6. Written in different moods: some during heights of joy; some during 

depths of sorrow and despair



7. Written in 3 languages:

Hebrew: language for OT

2 Kings 18:26-28 – “the language of Judah”

Isaiah 19:18 - “the language of Cannan”

Aramaic: Near East until the time of Alexander the Great ( 6th BC – 4th BC)

Greek: language for NT



8. One common theme: God’s redemption of man”

Paradise lost

(Tree of life closed –Gen 3)

Paradise regained

(Tree of life forever - Rev 22)



Creation Sustaining

The Word of God

Salvation Judgement



Creation

Who created heaven and earth?

Was Jesus and The Spirit involves in the creation?

How was it created?



In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. (Gen 1:1)

Timelinespace

time who what space



By the word of the LORD the heavens were made,

and by the breath of his mouth all their host. (Ps 33:6)

And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. (Gen 1:3)

Word

is the expression of God’s will



In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was

God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him,

and without him was not any thing made that was made.(John 1:1-3)

Father

Son Spirit

Big God

Small god

All things

created



And the Spirit of God was hovering 

over the face of the waters. (Gen 1:2b)

When you send forth your Spirit, they are created,

and you renew the face of the ground. (Ps 104:30)

The power to act out the words of God is by the Holy Spirit

因为出于神的话，没有一句不带能力的。(路1:37）



then the Lord God formed the man of dust from the ground and breathed into

his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. (Gen 2:7)

God breathed the universe into existence, God breathed life into man



All Scripture is breathed out by God… (2 Tim 3:16a)

For the word of God is living and active,….(Heb 4:12a)



Sustaining

He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and

he upholds the universe by the word of his power. (Heb 1:3a)

“My Father is working until now, and I am working.” (John 5:17b)

Milky way
200 000 light years diameter
240 million years rotation
400 billion stars
200 billion galaxies



For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to 

everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. (Rom 1:16)

So faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of Christ. (Rom 10:17)

Man can only be saved through the word

Salvation



The one who rejects me and does not receive my words has a judge; the

word that I have spoken will judge him on the last day.(John 12:48)

Salvation Judgement

Judgement



“And to the angel of the church in Pergamum write: ‘The words of him who

has the sharp two-edged sword.(Rev 2:12)

The Scripture is powerful like a sword for war

Therefore repent. If not, I will come to you soon and war against them

with the sword of my mouth. (Rev 2:16)



He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called

is The Word of God. 14 And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white

and pure, were following him on white horses. 15 From his mouth comes a

sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with

a rod of iron. He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the

Almighty. (Rev 19:13-15)

The word of God will come to kill and destroy the ungodly.



The Scripture is the divine Word of the Triune God

Inerrant Infallible Efficacious LastingPowerful CompleteSufficient



The Word of God is inerrant and infallible



But you are near, O LORD,

and all your commandments are true.(Ps 119:51)

The sum of your word is truth, and every one of your righteous rules

endures forever. (Ps 119:160)

Your righteousness is righteous forever,

and your law is true. (Ps 119:142)

OT affirmation of God’s word is true

Trustworthy



So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed him, “If you abide in my word,

you are truly my disciples, 32 and you will know the truth, and the truth will

set you free.” (Jn 8:31-32)

Sanctify them in the truth; Your word is truth. (Jn 17:17)

Jesus’ affirmation of God’s word is true



The Word of God is powerful and efficacious



It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh is no help at all. The words that I have

spoken to you are spirit and life.(John 6:63)

The Spirit gives life through the word



Born again, rebirth, new life

Born of The Spirit (John 3:5)

Born of God (1 John 5:4)

Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he 

cannot see the kingdom of God.

For everyone who has been born of God overcomes the world……



since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable,

through the living and abiding word of God;(1 Pet 1:23)

The Spirit

God

Word



And we also thank God constantly for this, that when you received the word of

God, which you heard from us, you accepted it not as the word of men but as

what it really is, the word of God, which is at work in you believers.(1 The 2:13)

The word will transform us

My soul longs for your salvation; I hope in your word. (Ps 119:81)

The word gives us hope



The Scripture is powerful to build you up and gain the inheritance

And now I commend you to God and to the word of his grace, which is

able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who

are sanctified. (Acts 20:32)

The Word of God

can build you up

Gain an eternal

inheritance of glory

The Word of

God sanctifies



But it is easier for heaven and earth to pass away than for one dot of the

Law to become void.(Luke 16:17)

Heaven & earth > pass away is easier



The prophecies of the Word will surely happen, unavoidable, trustworthy, 

dependable

For truly, I say to you, until heaven and earth pass away, not an iota, not a dot,

will pass from the Law until all is accomplished. (Mat 5:18)



The Word of God is perfect and complete



Not to add your own opinions, sentiments, visions

Preach love, grace, mercy, Preach sin, death, wrath, judgement

You shall not add to the word that I command you, nor take from it, that you may

keep the commandments of the LORD your God that I command you. (Deut 4:2)

“Everything that I command you, you shall be careful to do. You shall not add to

it or take from it. (Deut 12:32)



Be faithful to the Word alone

Do not add to his words, lest he rebuke you and you be found a liar. (Pro 30:6)



See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit,

according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world,

and not according to Christ. (Col 2:8)

We don't need any worldly philosophy or psychology or anything else. We don't

need any traditions, human thoughts and ideologies. All we need is the truth of

Christ, and in Him, we are complete.



The Word of God is lasting



Verse 8-32 > Jesus 2nd coming

6 “As for these things that you see, the days will come when there will not be left 

here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” And they asked him, 

“Teacher, when will these things be, and what will be the sign when these things 

are about to take place?” (Luke 21:6-7)

7 years 

tribulation

Jesus Christ 

returns with 

the saints

Jesus sets up 

the millennium 

kingdom

Heaven & 

Earth pass 

away

New 

Heaven & 

New Earth

2 Pet 3:7,10,11,12 Rev 21Rev 20Rev 19Rev 16-18



Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. (Luke 21:33)

Jesus was saying: what I just told you is absolutely the way it is:

Heaven and earth

is natural and temporal

The Word is 

Supernatural and eternalVS



‘All that God says is absolutely true’

‘God’s word is applicable in the past, present and future’

The grass withers, the flower fades,

but the word of our God will stand forever. (Isa 40:8)



What’s our approach in the 

teaching of Sola Scriptura?



And he who was seated on the throne said, “Behold, I am making all things

new.” Also he said, “Write this down, for these words are trustworthy and

true.”(Rev 21:5)

Acknowledge that the Scripture is the absolute  truth



Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing

one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual

songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God. (Col 3:16)

Dwell in the word of God



Declare these things; exhort and rebuke with all authority. Let no one

disregard you. (Titus 2:15)

Uphold the authority of the Word



But when I saw that their conduct was not in step with the truth of the gospel, I

said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a Gentile and not

like a Jew, how can you force the Gentiles to live like Jews?”(Gal 2:14)

Paul rebuked Peter



Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who has

no need to be ashamed, rightly handling the word of truth.(2 Tim 2:15)

Handle the word of God rightly



We are not here to “help” the word, to make it presentable or politically acceptable

We cannot be selective and present only the ‘easy to accept’ teachings

“Thus says the LORD: Stand in the court of the LORD's house, and speak to all

the cities of Judah that come to worship in the house of the LORD all the words

that I command you to speak to them; do not hold back a word.(Jer 26:2)

Health?

Wealth?

Prosperity?

A good life?

We have to preach the fullness of its truth > Sins, death, cross and salvation

Grant you the desires of your heart?



Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and

blessed are those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the

time is near.(Rev 1:3)

Proclaim the Word with conviction and urgency



And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book,

for the time is near. (Rev 22:10)

Preach the Word urgently



I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: if anyone

adds to them, God will add to him the plagues described in this book, 19 and

if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God will

take away his share in the tree of life and in the holy city, which are

described in this book.(Rev 22:18-19)

Be faithful to the Word alone

The Bible is canonized, completed

No further revelations to be added

No addition or subtraction



• The Scripture is the divine revelation of God

• The Scripture is the sole and supreme authority of the Church

• The Scripture contains all truths necessary and sufficient for salvation

• The Scripture is the highest rule for sound doctrines and faithful living

• The Scripture is inerrant, infallible, complete, lasting and relevant

• The Scripture is true, powerful, gives new life, sanctifies and brings

eternal hope of glory

• We ought to be faithful to the word, preach urgently and live according to

the word



End
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