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The Glory of God

Is the ultimate goal and chief purpose, for 
all creation, all beings and all events



The glory of God is the ultimate purpose

God loving us

God saving us

God sanctifying usGod forgiving us

God’s creation God brings us to 
heaven

God allowing sin God displaying wrath God showing judgment



God is glorified
Man will be truly satisfied



God’s glory is for His own only

I am the LORD; that is my name;
my glory I give to no other,
nor my praise to carved idols. (Isa 42:8)

No one else can claim to have glory, except God

“You shall have no other gods before me. (Ex 20:3)



God created all things - for Himself

For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth, visible and
invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities—all things
were created through him and for him. (Col 1:16)

In God’s glory, man will be:

Embraced with full satisfaction,
Experiencing unspeakable joy,
Enjoying unsurpassable love



For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory
forever. Amen. (Rom 11:36)

Everything exists for the purpose of glorifying Him

creation providence salvation



God’s glory

Intrinsic glory Ascribed glory



Majesty
Beauty

Perfection
Worth

Characters
Attributes

The Intrinsic Glory Of God
(Person, Being)

Holiness
Sovereignty
Immutability
Truthfulness
Power
Omniscience
Mercy
Grace
Love
Wrath

Infinite, everlasting, never increasing or decreasing, who was, who is, who forever will be



The Ascribed Glory Of God

increasing frequency
greater measure
till all eternity

Glorify
Praise

Worship
Exaltation

Honour
Proclaim

surrender
heart

reverence
humility

submission
preach Christ



The Choir in Heaven
8 And the four living creatures, each of them with six 
wings, are full of eyes all around and within, and day 
and night they never cease to say,
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty,

who was and is and is to come!” (Rev 4:8)

9 And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and 
thanks to him who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and 
ever, 10 the twenty-four elders fall down before him who is seated 
on the throne and worship him who lives forever and ever. They 
cast their crowns before the throne, saying,
11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God,

to receive glory and honor and power,
for you created all things,

and by your will they existed and were created.” (Rev 4:9-11)

Quartet

Quartet
+ 24



8 And when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the 
twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb, each holding a harp, 
and golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of the 
saints. 9 And they sang a new song, saying,
“Worthy are you to take the scroll

and to open its seals,
for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God

from every tribe and language and people and nation,
10 and you have made them a kingdom and priests to our God,

and they shall reign on the earth.” (Rev 5:8-10)

Quartet
+ 24
+ instruments

The Choir in Heaven



11 Then I looked, and I heard around the throne and the living creatures and 
the elders the voice of many angels, numbering myriads of myriads and 
thousands of thousands, 12 saying with a loud voice,
“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”
13 And I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth 
and in the sea, and all that is in them, saying,
“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might forever and ever!”
14 And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” and the elders fell down and 
worshiped. (Rev 5:11-14)

Quartet
+ 24
+ instruments
+ angels

The Choir in Heaven



The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.(Ps 19:1)

Give Him glory – praise, honour, exalt, worship, reflecting God’s brillance

Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord,
your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones! (Ps 89:5)

Eternal power
Divine nature



God’s creation gives Him glory

Shout for joy to God, all the earth;
sing the glory of his name;
give to him glorious praise! (Ps 66:1-2)

The wild beasts will honor me, (Isa 43:20a)



God created man to give Him glory

everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory,
whom I formed and made.” (Isa 43:7)



The heavens and earth were established,
Light, water, land, were set in place
Creatures on land, sea and air were organised

All obeyed

• The Devil and fallen angels
• Man

Except



Devil

These 2 created beings rebelled against God

‘I will set my throne on high’ (Isa 14:13)
‘I will make myself like the Most High’ (Isa 14:14)

Man

‘you will be like God’ (Gen 3:5)



for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, (Rom 3:23)

Snatching God’s glory Rejects God’s glory

Salvation = Grace + Man’s works

Salvation = Grace + Man’s faith

Refuse to believe

Remain in sin

Chasing self-glories? 
(Physical, Prosperity, Popularity) 



The Glory of God 
GloryGlory 338 times



Majesty
Beauty

Perfection
Worth

Characters
Attributes

Great 
Light

Shekinah glory

Glory of God manifested His 
divine presence in:



And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory!” (Isa 6:3)

Isaiah’s vision, seraphim said:

God sums up His glory in the form of light so that man may see



Isaiah
Ezekiel

Peter
James 
John Moses

Paul 

Adam & Eve
Abraham

Stephen Israelites

Acts 7:2

Gen 3:8

Ex 33:22

Ex 40:38

Isa 6:1

Eze 1:28

Luke 9:32

Luke 9:32

Luke 9:32, Rev 1-22

Acts 7:55

Acts 9:3

God revealed His glory to:



Adam and Eve In Eden



And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of the
day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD God
among the trees of the garden. (Gen 3:8)

The dwelling of Shekinah glory

God manifests himself in the garden, in 
blazing, visible, glorious light.



Man had intimate relationship with God
Enjoy God’s presence
Know God and walk with God
Glorify, Honour and Worship God
Pure and innocence

Man had broken relationship with God
Hid from God’s presence
Do not know God, Separated from God
Curse, dishonour and sin against God
Evil and sinful

Gen 1 and 2 Gen 3



God desires to reveal His glory to man so that man can see His glory

God works through His redemptive process to restore man, so that he
will give glory and honour to God

God did not plan salvation for fallen angels, but only for man



Moses



“…my wrath may burn hot against them and I may consume them,…” (Ex 32:10)

sons of Levi killed 
about 3000 men

Then the LORD sent a plague on the people, 
…(Ex 32:35a)



Dwelling, The glory of God 

And he said, “My presence will go with you, and I will give you rest.” (Ex 33:14)

Moses said, “Please show me your glory.” (Ex 33:18)

The glory of God can comfort and bring satisfaction to Moses



19 And he said, “I will make all my goodness pass before you and will proclaim
before you my name ‘The LORD.’ And I will be gracious to whom I will be gracious,
and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy. 20 But,” he said, “you cannot see
my face, for man shall not see me and live.” 21 And the LORD said, “Behold, there is
a place by me where you shall stand on the rock, 22 and while my glory passes by I
will put you in a cleft of the rock, and I will cover you with my hand until I have
passed by. 23 Then I will take away my hand, and you shall see my back, but my
face shall not be seen.” (Ex 33:18-23)

The summation of all God’s 
attributes and worth



5 The LORD descended in the cloud and stood with him there, and proclaimed
the name of the LORD. 6 The LORD passed before him and
proclaimed, “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and gracious, slow to anger,
and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness, (Ex 34:5-6)

Majestic, brilliance, bright, blazing cloud



And Moses quickly bowed his head toward the earth and worshiped. (Ex 34:8)

God let Moses see a little of His attributes
manifest in light and glory

All men will bow before God’s glory



When Moses came down from Mount Sinai, with the two tablets of the
testimony in his hand as he came down from the mountain, Moses did not
know that the skin of his face shone because he had been talking with God.
30 Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his
face shone, and they were afraid to come near him. (Ex 34:29-30)

Moses reflected God’s glory

God wanted to show His glory to the Israelites 



The Tabernacle



34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the 
tabernacle. 35 And Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting because the 
cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 36 Throughout all 
their journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the 
people of Israel would set out. 37 But if the cloud was not taken up, then they did not 
set out till the day that it was taken up. 38 For the cloud of the LORD was on the 
tabernacle by day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel 
throughout all their journeys. (Ex 40:34-38)



Display God’s goodness, grace, mercy and faithfulness

The tabernacle was the house of worship for all their wandering.
God showed His glory once again through pillars of cloud and fire

Day Night



Moses sent 12 spies to spy 
on Canaan (Num 13)

Caleb and Joshua (Num 14)

‘the Lord is with us; 
do not fear them’ (Num 14:9)

“we seemed to ourselves like 
grasshoppers’ (Num 13:33)



21 But truly, as I live, and as all the earth shall be filled with the glory of
the LORD, 22 none of the men who have seen my glory and my signs that I did in
Egypt and in the wilderness, and yet have put me to the test these ten times and
have not obeyed my voice, 23 shall see the land that I swore to give to their
fathers. And none of those who despised me shall see it. (Numbers 14:21-23)

40 years of wandering, see God’s glory and rejecting, denying,
complaining

The Israelites rejected God’s glory and were wiped out



23 And I will vindicate the holiness of my great name, which has been
profaned among the nations, and which you have profaned among
them. And the nations will know that I am the Lord, declares the Lord GOD,
when through you I vindicate my holiness before their eyes. (Eze 36:23)

Everything that God does, His purpose is for the sake of His name

“I AM WHO I AM.” (Ex 3:14)



The Glory of Christ in His First Coming



saying, “Where is he who has been born king of the Jews? For we 
saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” (Mat 2:2)

Original word: shining forth, like lightning

And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it 
came to rest over the place where the child was. (Mat 2:9b)



And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch
over their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with great fear. (Luke
2:9)

Shepherd Lord

Glorious lightNight

Hope of 
Salvation



And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John
1:14)

Apostle John testified about Jesus:

• He saw with his own eyes
• He heard with his own ears
• He experienced with his own life



For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words, of him will the Son of
Man be ashamed when he comes in his glory and the glory of the Father 
and of the holy angels. 27 But I tell you truly, there are some standing here
who will not taste death until they see the kingdom of God.” (Luke 9:26-27)

royal splendoralive witness personally

Glorious returnHow to interprete this?



29 And as he was praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and his
clothing became dazzling white. 30 And behold, two men were talking with
him, Moses and Elijah, 31 who appeared in glory and spoke of his
departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusalem. 32 Now Peter
and those who were with him were heavy with sleep, but when they
became fully awake they saw his glory and the two men who stood with
him.(Luke 9:29-32)

Jesus’ glorious transfiguration

Jesus showed them a glimpse of His glory
A preview of Christ’s majesty in His 2nd coming



and his clothes became radiant, intensely white, as no
one on earth could bleach them. (Mark 9:3)

and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became
white as light.(Mat 17:2)

He was still speaking when, behold, a bright cloud
overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said
(Mat 17:5)

Jesus’ self radiance



When the disciples heard this, they fell on their faces and were terrified. (Mat 17:6)

As he was saying these things, a cloud came and overshadowed them, and they 
were afraid as they entered the cloud. (Luke 9:34)

Moses & Elijah
(OT: law & prophets)

Peter, James & John
(New Testament)



Peter said

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his
own possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called
you out of darkness into his marvelous light. (1 Pet 2:9)

Beauty, majesty, attributes, 
grace, truth, purity, love

Sins
Betrayal
Rejection
Hatred
Worldly 
desires

Jesus 
Christ



I have come into the world as light, so that whoever believes in me may not 
remain in darkness. (John 12:46) 

Transformed life, 
new affections and desires



Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the light of
life.” (John 8:12)

Jesus self declares His glory shines forth, manifest as light



Jesus appeared to Paul as light

Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly
a light from heaven shone around him. (Acts 9:3)

At midday, O king, I saw on the way a light from 
heaven, brighter than the sun, that shone around 
me and those who journeyed with me. (Acts 26:13) 

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting….”



Jesus shone into Paul’s darkened heart, to reveal 
God’s glory to him

For God, who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” has shone in our hearts to
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. (2
Cor 4:6)



The glory of God shone brightly in the darkness of Christ’s death

Mat 27:45
Mark 15:225
Luke 23:44

Total darkness (12noon – 3pm)

The power of God was displayed in full fury and wrath against His Son

Sin Glory



As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, (Gen 50:20a)

Why is there so much suffering in the world?

Why is there so much evil in the world?

Why did God allow sin?

WHY??

So that God can display His glory

Why did good man suffer?

There was only one true good man who suffer in history



Jesus died for ……..?

Jesus died to save us ?

Because Jesus loves us ?

Jesus died for God !!!

YES

YES

YES



For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but the will of
him who sent me. (John 6:38)

Jesus Christ died on the cross for us, yes, to forgive us of our sins and 

save us, but primarily, Christ died for God

The Father’s will surpass all things – His Glory



27 “Now is my soul troubled. And what shall I say? ‘Father, save me from this
hour’? But for this purpose I have come to this hour. 28 Father, glorify your
name.” Then a voice came from heaven: “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it
again.”(John 12:27-28)

Jesus Christ was always concerned 
for the glory of God



17 When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to heaven, and
said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the Son may glorify
you, 2 since you have given him authority over all flesh, to give eternal life to
all whom you have given him. 3 And this is eternal life, that they know you, the
only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. 4 I glorified you on
earth, having accomplished the work that you gave me to do. 5 And now,
Father, glorify me in your own presence with the glory that I had with you before
the world existed.(John 17:1-5)

Jesus Christ desired for His glory back



All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and I am glorified in them.(John 17:10)

The glory of God is the ultimate priority

The glory that you have given me I have given to them, that they may be one 
even as we are one, 23 I in them and you in me, that they may become perfectly 
one, so that the world may know that you sent me and loved them even as you 
loved me. (John 17:22-23)



24 Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may be with
me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because you loved
me before the foundation of the world. 25 O righteous Father, even though the
world does not know you, I know you, and these know that you have sent
me. 26 I made known to them your name, and I will continue to make it known,
that the love with which you have loved me may be in them, and I in them.”
(John 17:24-26)

See the glory of Jesus’s Christ

Proclaim the name of God



The death of Jesus Christ on the cross is the ultimate display of 
God’s glory

Love
Grace Sovereignty
Mercy Righteousness
Meekness Power
Obedience Wisdom

Holiness



Christ Jesus, 25 whom God put forward as a propitiation by his blood, to be
received by faith. This was to show God's righteousness, because in his divine
forbearance he had passed over former sins. 26 It was to show his
righteousness at the present time, so that he might be just and the justifier of
the one who has faith in Jesus. (Ro 3:24-26)

God wants to display His righteousness

sin God’s righteousness



but God shows his love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died
for us.(Ro 5:8)

Yes, 
sin, evil, wickedness, calamities, death, 
sorrows, pains, broken relationships, betrayal, 
separation, difficulties, persecutions exist

sin God’s love



What if God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has
endured with much patience vessels of wrath prepared for destruction, 23 in
order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of mercy, which
he has prepared beforehand for glory—(Ro 9:22)

God is glorified in the display of His wrath and power,
as He is glorified in the display of His love and mercy

sin God’s wrath God’s power God’s glory



33 Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable 
are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
34 “For who has known the mind of the Lord,

or who has been his counselor?”
35 “Or who has given a gift to him

that he might be repaid?”
36 For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory forever. 
Amen. (Rom 11:34-36)

A created and finite man can never comprehend the mind of the infinite Creator 



I am the LORD; that is my name;
my glory I give to no other, (Isa 42:8a)

God loves us  God has a deeper love for His glory

God’s goal is salvation for us  but the foundation is on His glory

God’s plan sent His Son to save us  but its center on His glory



He must increase, 
but I must decrease. 

(John 3:30)



End
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