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Exodus in Greek εξοδος means "way out" or "departure" 

Hebrew ה ִיְשָרֵאלְבֵניְשֹמותְוֵאלֶּ (Wa'elleh Shemot Israel),

from verse 1 means “And These Are The Names Of The

Sons Of Israel.”

Exodus 1:1-4 These are the names of the sons of Israel

who came to Egypt with Jacob, each with his

household: Reuben, Simeon, Levi, and Judah, Issachar,

Zebulun, and Benjamin, Dan and Naphtali, Gad and

Asher.
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Exodus
Theme & 

Purpose

Key Words Key Idea Key 

Chapters

Key 

People

Redemption as

seen in the

Passover

Deliverance

from bondage

as seen in the

crossing of the

Red Sea

“Redeem” 

Used 9 

times in five 

verses:

6:6

13:13 

15:13

21:8 

34:20 

God was not only more power-

ful than any Egyptian Pharaoh,

but was the sovereign Lord,

YHWH, the God of redemption

and revelation.

God gave them His righteous

law and declared that they were

a treasured possession to Him

and were to be a kingdom of

priests, a holy nation as a

testimony to the nations (Ex.

19:4-7).

Chapters 

12-14

Passover 

lamb

Parting of 

the Red Sea

Moses

Aaron

Miriam

Pharaoh

Outline of Exodus

I.  Redemption From Egypt (1-18)

II.  Revelation From God (19-40)

A. In Bondage (Subjection) (1-11)

B. Out of Bondage (Redemption) (12-14)

C. Journeying to Sinai (Education) (15-18)

A. The Giving of the Law (19-24)

B. The Institution of the Tabernacle (25-31)

C. The Breaking of the Law (32-34)

D. The Construction of the Tabernacle (35-40)  
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Whenever Moses told Pharaoh to let God’s people go, the

reason he gave was so they could glorify God.

Pharaoh heard it over and over again: “Let my people go, so

that they may worship me” (e.g., Exod. 9:1).

God has made it clear that he will not share

his glory with idols (Isaiah 42:8; 48:11).

Theme of Exodus: Saved for God’s Glory

Idols are His rivals for worship in the human

heart. We are Plan A for His revelation of glory in this age.

The Glory of God is Ineffable! (too great to be

expressed or described in words).

It is the immeasurable splendour and greatness of His

perfect and holy character, attributes and presence.

The Hebrew root word for glory is וד ,ָכֹבֹ֑ (kavod =

weighty or heavy).
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to show, indicate, or 

suggest in advance

Israel’s deliverance from 

Egypt anticipated the 

salvation accomplished 

once and for all in Jesus 

Christ

The lamb was a sacrifice, a substitute, of

an innocent life that needed to be spared in

order to save them.

JESUS was a sacrifice, a substitute, of

an innocent life that needed to be

spared in order to save us. The blood

of the lamb will REDEEM their lives.
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• The Passover Sacrifice depicts Christ who is our Passover (1

Corinthians 5:7).

• Israel had to use a lamb that was without spot or blemish.

• The lamb was brought into the house for a time to become a

member of the family.

• Then the lamb was slain and its blood was applied to the

Israelites houses.

• Doing these things would save the Israelites from death.

Redemption means "a purchase" or "a ransom" – e.g. the

purchase of a slave's freedom.

"I am the LORD, and I will bring you out from under the

burdens of the Egyptians, and I will deliver you from slavery to

them, and I will redeem you with an outstretched arm and with

great acts of judgment" (Exodus 6:6).

Redemption in the New Testament carries this same idea.
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Jesus paid the price for us. But to whom?
• To God. The price was a sacrifice and Jesus would never

make a sacrifice to Satan.

• God was paid to cancel punishment because He is the

Judge who punishes. So God was able to set aside his

wrath and extend to us his grace.

• The price was not a bribe. It was a transaction

initiated by God Himself.

Blessings of Redemption:

• eternal life (Revelation 5:9-10),

• forgiveness of sin (Ephesians 1:7),

• a right relationship with God (Romans 5:17),

• peace with God (Colossians 1:18-20),

• the Holy Spirit lives within (1 Corinthians 6:19-20),

• adoption into God's family (Galatians 4:5)
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Ex 20:2  "I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of 

Egypt, out of the land of slavery.” 

God is the “bringer out.”

CONTEXT: Jacob's sons join their brother Joseph in Egypt with

their families, where their people begin to grow in number.

Four hundred years later, Egypt's new Pharaoh, who does not

remember how Joseph had saved Egypt from famine, is

fearful that the Israelites could become a “fifth column”.

The more foreigners there were in his country, the more

alarmed he became.

Blaming things on ethnic minorities is always convenient

because racism is part of our sinful human nature
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He forces them into slavery and

orders the throwing of all newborn

boys into the Nile, so as to reduce

the population.

“I am” express God’s eternal and 

unchanging existence. 

According to His name, He 

is the essence of whatever 

you need at the moment.
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Preparation Time for Moses

God is never in any great hurry to prepare his servants to do His will, 

especially when He has some great work for them to accomplish.

“Moses was 40 years in Egypt learning something; he was 40 

years in the desert learning to be nothing; and he was 40 years 

in the wilderness proving God to be everything.”

~ James Montgomery Boice

1. Rameses Israel was thrust out of Egypt.

2. Succoth: The Lord attended them in a 

cloud by day and in a pillar of fire by night.

3. Pi-hahiroth The Red Sea crossing

4. Marah The waters of Marah.

5. Elim Israel camped by 12 springs 

6. Wilderness of Sin The Lord sent manna 

and  quail 

7. Rephidim Israel fought with Amalek.

8. Mount Sinai The Ten Commandments 

9. Sinai Wilderness The tabernacle 

10. Wilderness Camps Seventy elders

11. Ezion-geber Israel passed through the 

lands of Esau and Ammon in peace 

12. Kadesh-barnea The 12 spies  

13. Eastern Wilderness Israel avoided 

conflict with Edom and Moab 

14. Arnon River The Canaanites defeated 

15. Mount Nebo Moses viewed the promised land. 

16. Plains of Moab The Lord told Israel to divide the land.  

17. Jordan River Israel crossed the Jordan River
18. Jericho Israel possessed and destroyed the city 
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He had bound Himself to them in past generations by

giving them the Abrahamic Covenant, which was

unconditional.

Though the Mosaic covenant was conditional and

impossible to keep, it did give the Israelites a better

understanding of God and their relationship to Him.
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What the Law Taught Israel:

• To fear God (Deut 4:10)

how on the day that you stood before the

Lord your God at Horeb, the Lord said to

me, ‘Gather the people to me, that I may

let them hear my words, so that they

may learn to fear me all the days that

they live on the earth, and that they may

teach their children so.’

Therefore you shall keep his statutes and his

commandments, which I command you today, that it

may go well with you and with your children after you,

and that you may prolong your days in the land that

the Lord your God is giving you for all time.”

What the Law Taught Israel:

• To fear God (Deut 4:10)

• The Importance of Obedience (Deut 4:40)
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What the Law Taught Israel:

• To fear God (Deut 4:10)

• The Importance of Obedience (Deut 4:40)

• That Sin Brings Punishment (Lev 18:29-30)

Leviticus 18:29-30 For everyone who does any of these abominations,

the persons who do them shall be cut off from among their people. So

keep my charge never to practice any of these abominable customs that

were practiced before you, and never to make yourselves unclean by

them: I am the Lord your God.

What the Law Taught Israel: 

• To fear God (Deut 4:10)

• The Importance of Obedience (Deut 4:40)

• That Sin Brings Punishment (Lev 18:24-30)

• That There Will be Blessings for Obedience

and Curses for Disobedience (Deut 28:1-2, 15)
“And if you faithfully obey the voice of the Lord your God, being careful to do all his

commandments that I command you today, the Lord your God will set you high

above all the nations of the earth. And all these blessings shall come upon you and

overtake you, if you obey the voice of the Lord your God.
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What the Law Taught Israel: 

• To fear God (Deut 4:10)

• The Importance of Obedience (Deut 4:40)

• That Sin Brings Punishment (Lev 18:24-30)

• That There Will be Blessings for Obedience

and Curses for Disobedience (Deut 28:1-2, 15)

• Purity and Holiness (Numbers 19)

What the Law Taught Israel: 

• To fear God (Deut 4:10)

• The Importance of Obedience (Deut 4:40)

• That Sin Brings Punishment (Lev 18:24-30)

• That There Will be Blessings for Obedience

and Curses for Disobedience (Deut 28:1-2, 15)

• Purity and Holiness (Num 19)

• Need for redemption (Heb 10:1-3)
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Galatians 3:23-25

Now before faith came, we were held captive under the law,

imprisoned until the coming faith would be revealed. So then, the

law was our guardian until Christ came, in order that we might be

justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no longer

under a guardian.

Purpose of the Law Today: 

• As a Tutor to Bring Us to Christ

Purpose of the Law Today: 

• As a Tutor to Bring Us to Christ

• To Teach us and Give us Hope

Romans 15:4

For whatever was written in former days was written for our

instruction, that through endurance and through the

encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
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1 Corinthians 10:6, 11

Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might

not desire evil as they did…hey were written down for our

instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come.

Purpose of the Law Today: 

• As a Tutor to Bring Us to Christ

• To Teach us and Give us Hope

• To Warn us Against Sinning

What the Law is Not For Today

• Not for the Sinner’s Salvation

Romans 3:20 For by works of the law no

human being will be justified in his sight, since

through the law comes knowledge of sin.

Galatians 2:21 I do not nullify the grace of God,

for if righteousness were through the law, then

Christ died for no purpose.
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What the Law is Not For Today

• Not for the Sinner’s Salvation

• Not for Making Sinners Perfect
Hebrews 10:1

For since the law has but a shadow of the good things to

come instead of the true form of these realities, it can never,

by the same sacrifices that are continually offered every year,

make perfect those who draw near.

Our Relationship with 

God!

‘To Do’ Commands About 

our Personal Needs

‘Not To Do’ Commands In Our 

Relationships With Others

1.Do not put any other

gods in place of me.

2.Do not make statues

of gods...and do not

worship them...I am a

jealous God....

3.Do not misuse the

name of the Lord

your God.

4.Observe the Sabbath day.

Keep it holy...in honour

of the Lord your God.

5.Honour your father and

mother...and things will

go well with you.

6.Do not commit murder.

7.Do not commit adultery.

8.Do not steal.

9.Do not give false witness

against your neighbour.

10.Do not long for your

neighbour‘s wife... (or) any-

thing that belongs to him
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Matthew 5:19-20 - Therefore whoever relaxes one of the least of

these commandments and teaches others to do the same will

be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever does

them and teaches them will be called great in the kingdom of

heaven.

For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of the

scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of

heaven.

The name of God:
HWHY"Tetragrammaton" 

Our Relationship with God!

1.Do not put any other gods

in place of me.

2.Do not make statues of

gods...and do not worship

them...I am a jealous God...

3.Do not misuse the name of

the Lord your God.

This name was spoken only by the high

priest on the Day of Atonement in

ancient Israel:

• Levite choirs increased their volumes

to hide the sound.

• Those in the temple threw them-

selves prostrate to the ground.
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Our Relationship with God!

1.Do not put any other gods

in place of me.

2.Do not make statues of

gods...and do not worship

them...I am a jealous God...

3.Do not misuse the name of

the Lord your God.

No one knows the correct

pronunciation since the Romans

destroyed the temple in AD 70.

Because it is blasphemy to say the

name of God, when a devout Jew

encounters YHWH, they substitute

“Adonai,” meaning, “my LORD.”

Our Relationship with God!

1.Do not put any other gods

in place of me.

2.Do not make statues of

gods...and do not worship

them...I am a jealous God...

3.Do not misuse the name of

the Lord your God.

An idol is anything we put our

trust in to protect us and

provide for our needs apart from

God.

If we are not wholly centred 

on God, we are likely to create 

some idols of our own!
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Our Relationship with God!

1.Do not put any other gods

in place of me.

2.Do not make statues of

gods...and do not worship

them...I am a jealous God...

3.Do not misuse the name of

the Lord your God.

1. The Religious Instinct in

Humanity

2. The Desire to Manipulate God

3. A Need for a Visible God

Three Reasons Why We Worship

Idols:

What/Who are Some of the 

Possible Idols in our Lives?

Our world often lifts God’s Name in

vain. How Can We Lift Up the Name

of the Lord God Correctly?

The divine identity was kept

mysterious and unavailable - “I AM

WHO AM…This is my name forever;

this is my title for all generations”

(Exodus 3:14-15).

Our Relationship with God!

1.Do not put any other gods

in place of me.

2.Do not make statues of

gods...and do not worship

them...I am a jealous God...

3.Do not misuse the name of

the Lord your God.
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‘To Do’ Commands About 

our Personal Needs

4.Observe the Sabbath day. 

Keep it holy...in honour of 

the Lord your God. 

5.Honour your father and 

mother...and things will go 

well with you (Eph 6:2-4). 
How Do We Remember, Keep the

Sabbath Holy?

Then he said to them,

“The Sabbath was made for man, not

man for the Sabbath. So the Son of

Man is Lord even of the Sabbath.”

(Mark 2:27-28)

‘To Do’ Commands About 

our Personal Needs

4.Observe the Sabbath day. 

Keep it holy...in honour of 

the Lord your God. 

5.Honour your father and 

mother...and things will go 

well with you (Eph 6:2-4). Sabbath says, Be still. 

If we refuse rest until we are

finished, we will never rest until

we die. Sabbath dissolves the

artificial urgency of our days,

because it liberates us from the

need to be finished.
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‘To Do’ Commands About 

our Personal Needs

4.Observe the Sabbath day. 

Keep it holy...in honour of 

the Lord your God. 

5.Honour your father and 

mother...and things will go 

well with you (Eph 6:2-4). 

To "remember the Sabbath" meant that 

the Jew identified the seven-day-a-week 

rhythm of life as belonging to the 

Creator. 

Sabbath observance involves

the affirmation that God is

Creator and Sustainer of the

world.

‘To Do’ Commands About 

our Personal Needs

4.Observe the Sabbath day. 

Keep it holy...in honour of 

the Lord your God. 

5.Honour your father and 

mother...and things will go 

well with you (Eph 6:2-4). 

Why are we promised our days will be 

long?

• What are the tasks of honourable 

parents?

• How far should we go?

• What if our parents are not worthy?

Every person is a child of parents

throughout their life
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‘Not To Do’ Commands In Our

Relationships With Others

6.Do not commit murder.

7.Do not commit adultery.

8.Do not steal.

9.Do not give false witness

against your neighbour.

10.Do not long for your

neighbour‘s wife or anything

that belongs to him.

“rasah” (“to kill”) in the Bible could

also mean:

• murder: 1 Kings 21:19 (Naboth)

• unintentional killing: Deut 4:41-42

• execution of a convicted killer:

Num 35:30

‘Not To Do’ Commands In Our

Relationships With Others

6.Do not commit murder.

7.Do not commit adultery.

8.Do not steal.

9.Do not give false witness

against your neighbour.

10.Do not long for your

neighbour‘s wife or anything

that belongs to him.

The best sense of the word is 
“any act of violence against an

individual out of hatred, anger,

malice, deceit, or for personal gain,

in whatever circumstances and by

whatever method, that might result

in death (even if killing was not the

intention)”
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‘Not To Do’ Commands In Our

Relationships With Others

6.Do not commit murder.

7.Do not commit adultery.

8.Do not steal.

9.Do not give false witness

against your neighbour.

10.Do not long for your

neighbour‘s wife or anything

that belongs to him.

Jesus’ extension of the command: 

Matthew 5:21-24

John’s extension of the command: 1 

John 3:15

Suicide? Capital punishment? 

Abortion? Euthanasia? War?

‘Not To Do’ Commands In Our

Relationships With Others

6.Do not commit murder.

7.Do not commit adultery.

8.Do not steal.

9.Do not give false witness

against your neighbour.

10.Do not long for your

neighbour‘s wife or anything

that belongs to him.

Matthew 5:27-28

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You

shall not commit adultery.’ But I say

to you that everyone who looks at a

woman with lustful intent has already

committed adultery with her in his

heart.
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‘Not To Do’ Commands In Our

Relationships With Others

6.Do not commit murder.

7.Do not commit adultery.

8.Do not steal.

9.Do not give false witness

against your neighbour.

10.Do not long for your

neighbour‘s wife or anything

that belongs to him.

the fruits of the labours of others

- the gifts given others by God

A positive reading of the Commandment: 

We should protect, honour, and celebrate:

- the fruits of the labours of others

- the gifts given others by God

Theft is the failure to accept:

‘Not To Do’ Commands In Our

Relationships With Others

6.Do not commit murder.

7.Do not commit adultery.

8.Do not steal.

9.Do not give false witness

against your neighbour.

10.Do not long for your

neighbour‘s wife or anything

that belongs to him.

Are we receiving more than what is

justified by the “fruits of our labours”?

Is our wealth based in part on theft from

others (unjust wages, exploitation of

others?

Are we good stewards, using our wealth

as a resource for the needs of others?
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‘Not To Do’ Commands In Our

Relationships With Others

6.Do not commit murder.

7.Do not commit adultery.

8.Do not steal.

9.Do not give false witness

against your neighbour.

10.Do not long for your

neighbour‘s wife or anything

that belongs to him.

▪ Is withholding truth like lying?

▪ Is lying and deception ever

permissible?

▪ Why do you think we needed a

commandment on not bearing false

witness?

▪ Why is lying a bad thing?

What does it mean to "bear false

witness"?

‘Not To Do’ Commands In Our

Relationships With Others

6.Do not commit murder.

7.Do not commit adultery.

8.Do not steal.

9.Do not give false witness

against your neighbour.

10.Do not long for your

neighbour‘s wife or anything

that belongs to him.

▪ We must learn an grateful satisfaction

with our lot (the opposite of coveting)

▪ Discipline our hearts to accept what is

ours and what cannot be ours (objects

and abilities)

▪ Have no “false idols.” We must turn

both our minds and hearts to God

Changing Our Hearts and Deepest Desires
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And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all

your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This

is the great and first commandment.

And a second is like it: You shall love your neighbour as

yourself. On these two commandments depend all the Law and

the Prophets.”

Summed Up in Matthew 22:37-40
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