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Offerings and Feasts
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Feasts
The Seven Feasts
• The Spring Feasts: Passover, Unleavened Bread,
First Fruits, and Weeks
• The Autumn Feasts: Trumpets, Atonement, and
Tabernacles.
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The Feast of Passover
(Leviticus 23:5)
God instituted this feast as an everlasting
celebration for generations to come. The
meal was to commemorate the “Passover”
of death on the land of Egypt.
The foods were to help Israel remember and
prepare for an even greater “Passover”,
when God would sacrifice His “Lamb” for
the redemption of the world.
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The Feast of Passover
(Leviticus 23:5)
Three foods were essential to the Passover celebration:
1. The Innocent Lamb died for those in the house. He was roasted as
picture of the judgment He took in place of those in the house.
2. Unleavened Bread pictured the purity of the sacrifice; Israel was to
search and burn the leaven in the house, ridding themselves of sin.
3. The Bitter Herbs pictured the suffering of the Innocent Lamb who
died in place of those in the house.
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The Feast of
Unleavened Bread
(Leviticus 23:6)
The feasts of Passover and Unleavened Bread
are closely linked and sometimes referred to as
one feast in the Gospels (Luke 22:1, 7).
The day before Passover and Unleavened Bread was known as
the Preparation Day. Families had to clean their homes, search
for Leaven and kill the lamb.
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The Feast of
Unleavened Bread
(Leviticus 23:6)
The death of the Lamb foreshadowed God’s
Lamb, the Messiah, who would also be killed
and entombed at the start of Passover.
As the lamb was being cooked oven an open fire, Jesus’s
body laid in the tomb. As families all throughout Jerusalem
celebrated Passover, God’s Passover lamb bore their sins.
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The Feast of First Fruits
(Leviticus 23:9-14)
The people were to take a sheaf of their crops and
bring it to the priest at the Temple who would then
wave it before the Lord for acceptance.
They were also to bring a lamb of the first year, without blemish,
a grain offering with oil and a drink offering of wine.
The people were forbidden to eat of the crops until the “First
Fruits” were celebrated. They were to eat of their stores from
the previous years.
10
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The Feast of First Fruits
(Leviticus 23:9-14)
The purpose of first fruits is to demonstrate that God is
owner of all our wealth.
He gives us the ability to attain success by returning to
the Lord the “first” of our produce.
We are acknowledging the source. God declared that the first
fruits on the land was His, including the firstborn of livestock.
(Ex. 22:29, 23:19, 34:26, Dt. 18:4, 26:2)
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Feast of Weeks (Pentecost)
(Leviticus 23:15-22)
It is designated because there were seven
weeks counted from the feast of First Fruits
until this feast was celebrated. (Ex. 34:22, Dt.
16:10; 2 Chr. 8:13)
This feast is also known as Pentecost in the New
Testament since it celebrated on the “fiftieth” day from
the feast of First Fruits. (Acts 2:1)
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Feast of Weeks (Pentecost)
(Leviticus 23:15-22)
On that day, the Holy Spirit descended upon the followers
of Christ who had gathered in the Upper room to
celebrate the feast.
The church is the harvest of Messiah’s
redemption in this age. We are the bread
of the harvest.
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Feast of Trumpets
(Leviticus 23:23-25)
Today the Feast of Trumpets is celebrated as
Rosh Hashanah or the Jewish New year. The
Hebrew means “Head of the Year”.
Following the destruction of the Temple in A.D. 70 the Feast of
Trumpets could no longer be literally celebrated. Rosh
Hashanah took the place of this feast.
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Feast of Trumpets
(Leviticus 23:23-25)
The Feast of Trumpets marked a 10-day period of consecration
and repentance to God. During this period, no work was to be
performed. Only burnt offerings and sin offerings could be
offered to God.
The Day of Atonement also occurred on the tenth day of this
month. The blowing of horns marked a serious time to prepare
for the Day of Atonement. This is also why this time was called
"Ten Days of Repentance."
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Feast of Trumpets
(Leviticus 23:23-25)
The second coming of Jesus will include the sound of a
trumpet.
1 Corinthians 15:51-52
"Behold! I tell you a mystery. We shall not all sleep, but
we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of
an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound,
and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall
be changed."
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Latin "Rapere" = "to carry off," or "to catch up"
For the Lord himself will come down from heaven,
with a loud command, with the voice of the
archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the
dead in Christ will rise first (1 Thessalonians 4:16).
After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up
together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And
so we will be with the Lord forever (1 Thessalonians 4:17)
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It’s a global event
Mass catastrophe
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• Jerusalem will be the
political centre of the
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Difference Between the Rapture and Second Coming
Rapture
believers meet the Lord in the
air (1 Thess 4:17)

Second Coming
believers return with the Lord to
the earth (Rev 19:14)

occurs before the tribulation
(1 Thess; Rev 3:10)

occurs after the great and
terrible tribulation (Rev 6–19)
will be secret and instant (1 Cor will be visible to all (Rev 1:7;
Matt 24:29-30)
15:50-54)
imminent; it could take place at will not occur until after certain
other end-times events take
any moment (1 Thess 4:13place (Matt 24:15-30; Rev 6–18)
18; 1 Cor 15:50-54).
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Feast of Atonement
(Leviticus 23:26-32)
Atonement means “to cover”. During Yom
Kippur the high priest was to make “a
covering” for the sins of Israel committed in
the year.

The first bloodshed was the animal which died to cover the
shame of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden when they
knew they were naked.
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Feast of Atonement
(Leviticus 23:26-32)
The High Priest’s Preparation: one week before the day he had
to leave his home and move to the Temple.
He would then be sprinkled with ashes from the
“Red Heifer” during the week to make sure he
was ritually pure in case he had come in contact
with a dead body or some other event (Numbers
19:1-10)
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Feast of Tabernacles
(Leviticus 23:33-44)
The feast is the most joyful of the seven
feasts. This feast commemorates Israel’s
fellowship with God in the wilderness.
This feast also celebrates Israel’s rest with the
Redeemer, the Lord God, who rescued the nation from
Egyptian bondage.
23
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Numbers = The LXX entitled it
“Arithmoi” (from which we get
Arithmetic).
The 4th Century Latin Vulgate named it “Numeri.” It is given the
title “Numbers” because the men over 20 years old are
numbered at the beginning and ending of the Book.
In Hebrew the title “Bemidbar” means “in the wilderness”,
which is a more accurate title because throughout the entire
book of Numbers, Israel is wandering for 40 years in the desert.
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The book recounts Israel’s
failure to live up to the
Law and to trust in God.
It could be called “The Book of Wandering” or “The Book
of Murmuring”.
It has been only one month since the Tabernacle has
been completed and filled with the manifestation of
God’s glory.
Doubts and distrust in the Israelites’ hearts keep them
from experiencing victory.
26
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Their lack of confidence in God is evident in their
murmuring against Moses and their discontent with
their current circumstances.
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Numbers
Theme & Purpose

Key Words

Key Idea

Key
Key
Chapters People

Shows the consequence “Wanderings” Though it gets its name from Chapters
of failing to mix faith
the numbering of the people, 13 and 14 –
14:22-23
with the promises of
it is mainly concerned with the turning
20:12
God (see Heb. 3:16-4:2).
nearly 40 years of wandering point of for
the nation
in the desert.
Teaches us that while
at Kadeshlife does have its
A journey which should Barnea.
wilderness experiences,
have only lasted eleven days
God’s people do not
became a 38-year agony of
have to stay in those
defeat simply because of the
conditions.
disbelief and disobedience
of the people.
God’s continual care of
His people

Moses
Aaron
Miriam
Joshua
Caleb
Balak
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Outline of Numbers
I. Preparation at Sinai (Old Generation) (1-10)
A. The Position and Numbering of the People (1-4)
B. The Precepts of God and Sanctification of the People (5:1-9:14)
C. The Pilgrimage Toward the Promised Land (9:15-10:36)

II. Failure of the Old Generation (11-25)
A. Discontent Along the Way (11-12)
B. Disbelief at Kadesh-Barnea (13-14)
C. Discipline from the Lord (15-25)

III. Preparation of the New Generation (26-36)
A. Reorganization of Israel (26-27)
B. Regulation of Offerings and Vows (28-30)
C. Regionalization of the Land (31-36)
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ISRAEL’S COMPLAINTS IN THE WILDERNESS
Ref
Ex 14:11
Ex 15:24
Ex 16:2
Ex 17:2
Num 11:1
Num 14:2

Israel’s Complaint
Grumbled at the sight of Pharoah’s army
Grumbled about the bitter water
Grumbled about the lack of food
Grumbled about the lack of water
Grumbled about God’s provision of food
Grumbled about Moses’ leadership.
Can’t possess Canaan

Num 16:2 Grumbled about Moses’ leadership
Num 16:41 Grumbled about Moses
Num 20:2 Grumbled about Moses and a lack of
water
Num 21:4 Grumbled about Moses and the manna

Moses’ Response
Encouraged Israel to trust God
Cried out to God
Rebuked Israel
Prayed to the Lord
Anger and prayer
Pled with Israel, prayed to the
Lord

God’s Response
Delivered Israel
“Healed” the water
Supplied Manna
Water from rock
Judgment
Judgment

Rebuked and prayed
Prayed
Rebuked Israel. Struck rock

Judgment
Judgment
Supplied water

No response

Judgment

30
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THE CAUSES OF A COMPLAINING HEART
1. Unbelief – The Israelites complained because they did not
believe that God would adequately provide for their needs.
Complaining is a lack of faith in the goodness of God.
2. Self-centeredness - Uppermost in their minds wasn’t
about gratitude but their perceived entitlement.
3. Pride – When we complain against the Lord and question
Him why bad things happen to us, we’re adopting a
superior posture and assuming that God is accountable to
us.
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Spiritual Thoughts on Numbers
Israel took active steps to return to Egypt (14:1-4), but Moses prayed on
their behalf and God overruled (14:11-20)
Had God not answered this prayer:
• who would have led them back to Egypt?
• who would have fed them?
• who would have given them water to drink?
• who would have clothed them?
• who would have sheltered them from the noon-day heat and the cold,
chilling nights of the desert?
• who would have parted the waters of the Red Sea to get back to Egypt?
• who would have been their spokesman if they desired to leave again?
32
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33

Deuteronomy
Theme &
Purpose
Watch yourself
lest you forget.

Key Words

Key Idea

Key
Chapters

Key
People

“Covenant” After forty years of wandering in the wilderness, the
4:9, 23
Israelites were on the eve of
4:31
entering the promised land.
10:12-14
30:19-20

Chapter 27 Moses
- a formal Joshua
ratification
of Israel’s
Before they did, it was covenant
necessary (lest they forget Chapters
what God had done and 28-30who they were) that they be promises of
reminded about all that God blessing
had done for them and and cursing.
about God’s holy law .
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(also known as Mosaic Covenant)
is a conditional agreement that God made with the Israelites.
The Old Covenant was conditional: God promised to bless men
if they obeyed Him:
Blessings for Obedience: 1 If you fully obey the LORD your God
and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the LORD
your God will set you high above all the nations on earth…
Curses for Disobedience: 15 However, if you do not obey the
LORD your God and do not carefully follow all his commands and
decrees I am giving you today, all these curses will come upon you
and overtake you:
35

The Law shows men their
sin and their need for a
Saviour
Hebrews 8:6
But as it is,
Christ has obtained a ministry
that is as much more excellent
than the old as the covenant he
mediates is better, since it is
enacted on better promises.
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is the promise that God
makes with humanity that He will forgive sin and restore
fellowship with those whose hearts are turned toward
Him.
Jeremiah 31:33b “I will put my law within them,
and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be
their God, and they shall be my people.”
Luke 22:20b “This cup that is poured out for
you is the new covenant in my blood.”
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Galatians 4:6 And because you are sons, God has sent the
Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!”
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2 Chronicles

1 Chronicles

Song of Songs

Ecclesiastes

Proverbs

Psalms

Job

Esther

Nehemiah

Ezra

2 Kings

1 Kings

2 Samuel

1 Samuel

Ruth

Preparation for Christ

Malachi

Zechariah

Haggai

Zephaniah

Habakkuk

Nahum

Micah

Jonah

Obadiah

Judges

Joshua

Deuteronomy

Numbers

Leviticus

Exodus

Genesis

Foundation for Christ

Amos

Joel

Hosea

Daniel

Ezekiel

Lamentations

Jeremiah

Isaiah

The Old Testament: Preparation
for the Coming Messiah
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Aspiration for Christ

E x p e c t a t i o n of C h r i s t

39

20

