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Eschatology

The last days

The end times

Future events that will unfold according to the Scripture
Future events are sure to happen because God’s words are truthful
We believe in Jesus Christ and we believe what He says will come true
And he said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. And the Lord, the
God of the spirits of the prophets, has sent his angel to show his servants
what must soon take place.” (Rev 22:6)

1. Curious of what is going to happen to mankind in future?
2. Skeptics about prophetic message?
•
•
•
•
•

Prophecy is ‘unknown’; it’s a ‘mystery’ > no need to study in detail ??
‘Revelation’ is a difficult book to understand > skip it ??
Too many prophetic images and visions > don’t understand ??
Leave it to the future events to occur > Not important ??
Different interpretations of end times > controversy ??
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Blessed is the one who reads aloud the words of this prophecy, and blessed are
those who hear, and who keep what is written in it, for the time is near. (Rev 1:3)

•
•
•

Read
Hear
Keep
Obey the word

“And behold, I am coming soon. Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the
prophecy of this book.” (Rev 22:7)

And he said to me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this book, for
the time is near. (Rev 22:10)
great urgency

Unbelievers to be warned

Preach it, teach it, understand it

Believers to be ready
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Rev 22:20 – Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!

Rev 19:16 - The return of Jesus Christ as King of kings
and Lord of lords

Rev 1:1 – “The revelation of Jesus Christ…..”

God is in full control

Paradise Lost
In the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth (Gen 1:1)

God created
the world

Creation

In this is love, not that we have loved
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to
be the propitiation for our sins. (1 Jn 4:10)

God sent the Son
to be Saviour

Crucifixion

Paradise Regained
A new heaven and a new earth
(Rev 21:1)

Christ returns
as Judge and King

Consummation

sin
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Christ returns as Judge and King

the climax of all of God’s saving purpose
the glorious end of redemptive history

The wicked, sin and death will
be damned in eternal hell

Believers will be ushered into
eternal glory of God’s presence

The end times

All creations are heading towards the final days
God has written the final story
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Old Testament

New Testament

New Heaven & New Earth

About 20+% of the Bible is prophetic
About 1800+ prophecies (OT & NT)
About 353 prophecies are about Jesus Christ
About 225 prophecies are about Jesus Christ second coming
Prophetic messages in the Bible are important revelation from God
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Biblical emphasis of Jesus second coming

46 OT Prophets
Less than 10 spoke of
Christ’s 1st Coming

NT spoke about Christ’s 2nd coming 50 times

36 spoke of
Christ’s 2nd coming

Jesus spoke about His 2nd coming: 21 times

How do interpret the Bible?

What does God want to say? Overall Biblical principles
Scriptures before and after text
Scriptures to interpret Scriptures
Interpreting principle?

Same principle in reading other books
Contextual, Historical, Literal, Grammatical
Chronological order

7

2/9/2021

The prophecies about Jesus’ first coming > all were fulfilled literally in NT
The prophecies about Jesus’ second coming > all will also be fulfilled literally in 2nd coming

End Times
OT / NT
Prophecies
Jesus’ 1st coming

Jesus’ 2nd coming

Bethlehem
Prophecy

Fulfilled

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,
days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the east
from you shall come forth for me one who is to be ruler came to Jerusalem, (Mat 2:1)
in Israel, whose coming forth is from of old, from ancient
days. (Mic 5:2) > 735 BC
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Jerusalem
Prophecy

Fulfilled

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout aloud, O
daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your king is coming
to you;
righteous and having salvation is he, humble and
mounted on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a
donkey. (Zech 9:9) > 520 BC

And when he had said these things, he went on
ahead, going up to Jerusalem (Luke 19:28)
And they brought it to Jesus, and throwing their cloaks
on the colt, they set Jesus on it. (Luke 19:35)

Donkey

Virgin
Prophecy
Therefore the Lord himself will give you a
sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
son, and shall call his name Immanuel. (Isa 7:14)
> 681 BC

Son
Fulfilled

24 When

Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of
the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew
her not until she had given birth to a son. And he called
his name Jesus. (Mat 1:24-25)
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30 pcs silver

Prophecy
12 Then

I said to them, “If it seems good to you, give
me my wages; but if not, keep them.” And they
weighed out as my wages thirty pieces of
silver. 13 Then the LORD said to me, “Throw it to the
potter”—the lordly price at which I was priced by
them. So I took the thirty pieces of silver and threw
them into the house of the LORD, to the potter. (Zech
11:12-13) > 520 BC

Throw

Fulfilled
and said, “What will you give me if I deliver him over to
you?” And they paid him thirty pieces of silver. (Mat 26:15)
And throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, he
departed, and he went and hanged himself. (Mat 27:5)
So they took counsel and bought with them the potter's
field as a burial place for strangers. (Mat 27:7)

Potter

Betrayal by a friend
Prophecy

Fulfilled
70 Jesus

answered them, “Did I not choose you, the
Even my close friend in whom I trusted,
who ate my bread, has lifted his heel against me. twelve? And yet one of you is a devil.” 71 He spoke of
Judas the son of Simon Iscariot, for he, one of the
(Ps 41:9)
twelve, was going to betray him.(John 6:70-71)
Jesus answered, “It is he to whom I will give this morsel
of bread when I have dipped it.” So when he had dipped
the morsel, he gave it to Judas, the son of Simon
Iscariot.(John 13:26)

Bread
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3 days
Prophecy

Fulfilled

As they were gathering in Galilee, Jesus said to
Jesus was killed and rose from the dead on the 3rd day
them, “The Son of Man is about to be delivered into
the hands of men, 23 and they will kill him, and he will
Friday died > Sunday resurrected
be raised on the third day.” And they were greatly
distressed. (Mat 17:22)
Jesus said to him, “Truly, I tell you, this very
night, before the rooster crows, you will deny me
three times.” (Mat 26:34)

Rooster did crow and Peter denied Jesus 3 times

3 times

End Times
Prophecies
Jesus’ 1st coming

Jesus’ 2nd coming

The correct way of understanding Scripture: is the contextual, historical,
literal and grammatical way of interpretation.
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Luke 2

Luke 3

Luke 19

Luke 22

Natural chronological flow

Luke 24

Luke 23:44-49

Luke 23:1-5

Revelation 1: Vision of the Glorified Christ
Revelation 2-3: Letters to the 7 churches
Revelation 4-19: The Tribulation
Revelation 19: The return of the King
Revelation 20:1-10: The Millennium
Revelation 20:11-15: The Great White Throne judgment
Revelation 21-22: The Eternal State (New Heaven & New Earth)
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Christ’s 2nd coming (Rev 19)
Church Rapture
Great White Throne
judgement (Rev 20)

Christ’s death,
resurrection,
ascension

Church age
(Rev 2-3)

Millennial kingdom
(Rev 20)

7 yrs Tribulation
(Rev 6-18)

Satan bound

Satan released

(Rev 20)

(Rev 20)

The Rapture

New Heaven
& New Earth
(Rev 21-22)

Jesus comes to bring the
believers home to heaven

is the next event on God’s prophetic timetable
is imminent – can happen anytime
has no signs before the event
is about blessing and not judgment

Church
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The Rapture:
The Church is caught up into heaven

Blessing and Glorification
Happens before Tribulation
1 The 4:13-18; 1 Cor 15:50-55; John 14:1-3

Christ’s second coming:
To judge the ungodly people and
establish His Millennial Kingdom

Judgment and Wrath
End of Tribulation
Revelation 19 and OT passages

34 I

tell you, in that night there will be two in one bed. One will be taken and the
other left. 35 There will be two women grinding together. One will be taken and the
other left.” 37 And they said to him, “Where, Lord?” He said to them, “Where the
corpse is, there the vultures will gather.” (Luke 17: 34-37)
The one ‘taken’ is destroyed
The remaining ones are
the survivors > believers

This passage is not about Rapture
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26 Just

as it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of
Man. They were eating and drinking and marrying and being given in
marriage, until the day when Noah entered the ark, and the flood came and
destroyed them all. (Luke 17:26-27)
27

The ungodly unbelievers are being swept away

28 Likewise,

just as it was in the days of Lot—they were eating and drinking,
buying and selling, planting and building, 29 but on the day when Lot went
out from Sodom, fire and sulfur rained from heaven and destroyed them
all— 30 so will it be on the day when the Son of Man is revealed. (Luke
17:28-30)
The ungodly unbelievers are
being destroyed suddenly
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1. The Rapture Passage
But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are
asleep, that you may not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring
with him those who have fallen asleep. 15 For this we declare to you by a word
from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of the Lord, will
not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will
descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel,
and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise
first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the
Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. (1 The 4:13-18)
13

Background of this passage:
•

(v13)The believers were in grief; with no hope….

•

‘What happen to our fellow dead believers? Where do they go?’

•

‘Are they going to miss the great reunion of believers in the future?’
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But we do not want you to be uninformed, (v13)

On these basis:
Jesus death (v14)
Jesus resurrection (v14)
Jesus’ word (v15)… “For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord,..”

What happens to a believer when he dies?
Yes, we are of good courage, and we would rather be away from the body
and at home with the Lord. ( 2 Cor 5:8)
‘My desire is to depart and be with Christ,’ (Phi 1:23)

spirit is with the Lord

body goes to the grave
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What happens to a non-believer when he dies?
And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes
judgment, ( Heb 9:27)

body goes to the grave

spirit goes to Hades
(Luke 16:19-31)
7RUP HQW
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Both believers and non-believers will be resurrected, at different period
Do not marvel at this, for an hour is coming when all who are in the tombs will
hear his voice 29 and come out, those who have done good to the resurrection of
life, and those who have done evil to the resurrection of judgment. (John 5:2829)

True believers will be resurrected

Ungodly sinners will be resurrected

First Resurrection (Rev 20)

Second Resurrection (Rev 20)
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For the Lord himself will descend from heaven (v16)
• a cry of command
• the voice of an archangel
• sound of the trumpet of God

caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air (v17)
• not touching the ground

the dead in Christ will rise first, then those who are alive (v16-17)
• Church

The Rapture
Lord himself descend to
gather the Church

Christ’s second coming
And he will send out his angels with a
loud trumpet call, and they will gather
his elect from the four winds, from one
end of heaven to the other.(Mat 24:31)

Before tribulation
Angels are sent to gather the elects after
the tribulation
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“Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour is coming, and is now here, when the dead
will hear the voice of the Son of God, and those who hear will live. (John 5:25)

A call to life

he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” (John 11:43)

The Rapture

And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are left,
will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air, and so we will always be with the Lord. (1 The 4:16b-17)
‘harpazo’: to seize, to snatch away
suddenly, quickly, violently

John 10:28 – ‘no one will snatch them out of my hand”
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I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third
heaven—whether in the body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. 3 And
I know that this man was caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of
the body I do not know, God knows— (2 Cor 12:2-3)
2

Paradise

Light speed 3x108 m/s
200,000 light-years

Planetary
Atmospheric

Milky way galaxy
(200 billion galaxies)

And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your
kingdom.” 43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be
with me in paradise.” (Luke 23:43)
Dwelling place of God

Immediate, instantly

Abode of God
3rd heaven

the spirits of the righteous made perfect, . .(Heb 12:23)

21

2/9/2021

2. The Rapture Passage

‘atomos’, smallest unit, indivisible time

50 I

tell you this, brothers: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God,
nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable. 51 Behold! I tell you a
mystery. We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 52 in a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound,
and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be changed. 53 For
this perishable body must put on the imperishable, and this mortal body
must put on immortality. (1 Cor 15:50-53)

Twinkling

Blinking

1 micro-second = one-millionth of a second
1 nano-second = one-thousandth of a micro-second
Twinkling = 1/6 of a nano-second

light
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The Rapture
…..caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air (1 The 4:17)

• Jesus returns in glorious and blazing cloud
• Glorious brilliance of God’s presence
• Supernatural ascension and descension

“he makes the clouds his chariot” (Ps 104:4)

9 And

when he had said these things, as they were looking on, he was lifted
up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. 10 And while they were gazing into
heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, 11 and
said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who
was taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw
him go into heaven.” (Acts 1:9-11)
Jesus ascended in the glorious cloud
Jesus will return in the glorious cloud
Bodily, physically and literally
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“I saw in the night visions, and behold, with the clouds of heaven
there came one like a son of man, (Dan 7:13a)

And then they will see the Son of Man coming in
clouds with great power and glory. (Mark 13:26)

Behold, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even
those who pierced him, and all tribes of the earth will wail on account of
him. Even so. Amen. (Rev 1:7)

The Rapture
Meet the Lord in the air

Christ’s second coming
On that day his feet shall stand on the
Mount of Olives that lies before
Jerusalem and the Mount of Olives shall
be split in two from east to west by a very
wide valley, ..(Zech 14:4)

Jesus does not come down to earth
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…..and so we will always be with the Lord. (1 The 4:17b)
Church with the Lord

Christ’s 2nd coming (Rev 19)
Great White Throne
judgement (Rev 20)

Church Rapture

Christ’s death,
resurrection,
ascension

7 yrs Tribulation
(Rev 6-19)

Millennial kingdom
(Rev 20)
Satan bound
Satan released
(Rev 20)

New Heaven
& New Earth
(Rev 21-22)

(Rev 20)

12 and

may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another
and for all, as we do for you,13 so that he may establish your hearts
blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord
Jesus with all his saints. (1 The 3:12-13)
Jesus’ second coming
The saints come back with the Lord
(Saints)

Jesus Christ 2nd coming (Rev 19)

Church Rapture

7 years Tribulation
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for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his Bride has made herself
ready; 8 it was granted her to clothe herself with fine linen, bright and pure”—
for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the saints. (Rev 19:7b-8)
And the armies of heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were
following him on white horses. (Rev 19:14)

Eph 5, 2 Cor 11 (Bride)

The saints come back with the Lord
Jesus Christ 2nd coming (Rev 19)

Church Rapture

Splendor,
Without spot or wrinkle,
without blemish,
Holy, pure

7 years Tribulation

Therefore encourage one another with these words. (1 The 4:18)

Paul was encouraging the believers not to grieve:
• Because the dead believers are asleep and will be resurrected
• The living believers will be raised to meet the Lord in the cloud too
• No one will miss the great event of reunion with the Lord
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2. The Rapture Passage

“Let not your hearts be troubled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2 In my
Father's house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have told you that I
go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and will take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.
(John 14:1-3)

‘Go’
‘where I am’
‘Come’
‘Take’

What kind of transformed bodies will we have?
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42 So

is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable; what
is raised is imperishable. 43 It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It is
sown in weakness; it is raised in power. 44 It is sown a natural body; it is
raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual
body.(1 Cor 15:42-44)
No sickness
and death

No sin

No frailty in
temptation

No
time/space
constraint

Transformed glorified body

Paul said
And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of
our bodies. (Rom 8:23)

We fail
We fall into temptation
We sin
We are weak

Totally transformed
Glorified body suited to be in heaven
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20 But

our citizenship is in heaven, and from it we await a Savior, the Lord Jesus
Christ, 21 who will transform our lowly body to be like his glorious body, by the power
that enables him even to subject all things to himself. (Phi 3:21)
• Glorified body like Christ
• Glorified body that will not perish
• Glorified body that is supernatural
• Ascended to heaven in clouds
• Moves through walls
• Eat and touch

Beloved, we are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet
appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him,
because we shall see him as he is.(1 John 3:2)
God told Moses

You cannot see my face, for man shall not
see me and live (Ex 33:20)

Judgment seat of Christ
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Rapture is before tribulation

Jesus Christ 2nd coming (Rev 19)
Great White Throne
judgement (Rev 20)

Church Rapture

Christ’s death,
resurrection,
ascension

7 yrs Tribulation
(Rev 6-19)

Millennial kingdom
(Rev 20)
Satan bound
Satan released
(Rev 20)

New Heaven
& New Earth
(Rev 21-22)

(Rev 20)
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and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead,
Jesus who delivers us from the wrath to come.(1 The 1:10)

‘rhuomai’ –draw to oneself; snatch up; to rescue

Jesus Christ 2nd coming (Rev 19)
Church Rapture

Wrath
The Tribulation

12 and

may the Lord make you increase and abound in love for one another
and for all, as we do for you,13 so that he may establish your hearts
blameless in holiness before our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord
Jesus with all his saints. (1 The 3:12-13)
Jesus’ second coming
The saints have to be
raptured before tribulation

The saints come back with the Lord
Jesus Christ 2nd coming (Rev 19)

Church Rapture

The Tribulation

31

2/9/2021

The natural chronological flow of Scripture passages:
•
•

1 The 4:13-18 – The Rapture event
1 The 5: 1-11- The Day of the Lord during the tribulation

The believers will not be in the tribulation

But you are not in darkness, brothers, for that day to surprise you like a
thief. 5 For you are all children of light, children of the day. We are not of the
night or of the darkness. 6 So then let us not sleep, as others do, but let
us keep awake and be sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those
who get drunk, are drunk at night. (1 The 5:4-6)
4
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8 But

since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate
of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation. 9 For God has not
destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation through our Lord Jesus
Christ, 10 who died for us so that whether we are awake or asleep we might live
with him. 11 Therefore encourage one another and build one another up, just as
you are doing.(1 The 5:8-11)
Paul emphasized we are belonged to Christ, not for wrath, lets encourage other
believers, and warn non believers

10 Because

you have kept my word about patient endurance, I will keep
you from the hour of trial that is coming on the whole world, to try those
who dwell on the earth. (Rev 3:10)
•
•

The church will be kept away
The church, the bride, will be protected by the bridegroom, who will protect
her from coming wrath

“It is finished”
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The natural chronological flow of Scripture passages:

•
•
•
•
•

Rev 1 – John’s vision of the Lord
Rev 2-3 – Lord’s letter to the 7 churches
Rev 4-5 – John taken up to heavenly vision
Rev 6-19 – tribulation period; no more mention of the church
Rev 22 – only in New Heaven and New Earth, the church is mentioned

Application
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Wait for our blessed hope
11 For

the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, 12 training
us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled,
upright, and godly lives in the present age, 13 waiting for our blessed hope,
the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave
himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself a
people for his own possession who are zealous for good works. (Titus 2:11-14)

Love Christ’s appearing
6 For

I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the
time of my departure has come. 7 I have fought the good fight, I
have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Henceforth there
is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous judge, will award to me on that day, and not only to me
but also to all who have loved his appearing. (2 Tim 4:6-8)

35

2/9/2021

Keep ourselves blameless

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely,
and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless
at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ.(1 The 5:23)
23

Application:
For believers:
•
•
•
•
•

do not live as if like “ those who have no hope”
do believe one day, we will be resurrected to life in Jesus Christ
be comforted in your temporal grief
do believe that there is a ‘reunion’ with believers
strive to preach the gospel to the unbelievers

For non-believers:
• It is truly heartbreaking and horrifying to know that he or she will suffer
the wrath of God and forever be in torment in hell
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End
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