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Plethora of Explanations for COVID-19

Divine judgment on societal sin

Divine interruption

Conspiracy theories

Prelude to an apocalyptic end to history



Issues raised by the Pandemic

Rethinking church

Mental wellness

Questioning and distrust of authority

“The Warrenton Declaration on Medical Mandates, 
Biblical Ethics & Morality”

See: Roland Chia, “The Warrenton Declaration: 
A Chronic Trust Deficit?”  
at Ethos Institute of  Public Christianity



Issues raised by the Pandemic

Rethinking church

Mental wellness

Questioning and distrust of authority

Proliferation of fake news





Issues raised by the Pandemic

Politicisation of the crisis

Scapegoating



QUESTIONS

Where’s God’s power and love in a pandemic?
1

Is the Pandemic a sign of divine judgment?
2

Is the Pandemic a prelude to the end times?
3



WHERE’S  
GOD’S POWER 
AND LOVE  
IN A PANDEMIC?

1



“Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if  you 
had been here, my brother would not 
have died.’” (John 11:21)

“But some of  them said, ‘Could not 
he who opened the eyes of  the blind 
man have kept this man from dying?’” 
(John 11:37)



“God, if you’re all powerful, 
why can’t you halt the spread 
of the deadly virus?”

“God, if you’re all loving, 
why won’t you put an end to 
the pandemic suffering?”

A Question of Theodicy



A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE

Questions in and responses  
to dark times

Where’s God?

What’s God up to?

Why Lord?

How long, O Lord?



A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE

Questions in and responses  
to dark times

Despair

Defiance

Discerning trust



A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE

Questions in and responses  
to dark times

Our response to the 
pandemic is revealing 
about our… 
— understanding of God

— understanding of the  
    Christian life

— understanding of ourselves 



A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE

Rest in God’s sovereign 
goodness



“the alien work of God”
Martin Luther’s

God is sovereign over all things

The reality of human suffering

The goodness of God



A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE

God’s work is not dependent 
on our knowledge or 
comprehension

God is Lord, we are not

Come to terms with the 
strange ways of God

— “God meant it for good”

— the hidden God



“He bowed the heavens, and came down; thick darkness 
was under his feet. He rode on a cherub, and flew; he was 
seen upon the wings of the wind. He made darkness 
around him a canopy, thick clouds, a gathering of water. 
Out of the brightness before him coals of fire flamed 
forth.”

2 Samuel 22:10-13 (NRSV)



A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE

God’s work is not dependent 
on our knowledge or 
comprehension

Just because we can’t see 
what God is up to doesn’t 
mean He is not doing 
anything



A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE

God’s work is not dependent 
on our knowledge or 
comprehension

God’s work is beyond our 
capacity to take it all in



“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your ways 
my ways, says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher 
than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and 
my thoughts than your thoughts.”

Isaiah 55:8-9 (NRSV)



A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE

God’s work is not dependent 
on our knowledge or 
comprehension

God’s work is beyond our 
capacity to take it all in

God is not done yet



A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE

Remember in the dark what 
we’ve learnt in the light

Remember what God has 
done in history

Remember what God has 
done in our history

Remember what God 
commands of us



A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE

Fall back on what God has 
revealed and done

Differentiate between what 
is promised and what is not

Recognise that the 
outcome of history has 
already been decided



A CHRISTIAN RESPONSE

Fall back on what God has 
revealed and done

Go back to basics

— God loves you

— God is in control

— darkness can’t hide us  
    from God 

— God suffers in our suffering

— God will be with us



THE PANDEMIC  
AS DIVINE 
JUDGMENT?
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The link between sin and 
punishment in the Bible

Sin and punishment in Scripture

A more nuanced reading: 
when experiencing the bad 
isn’t because of sin 



Jesus as Sign and Judgment 
Bearer



Jesus… doesn't look back to a hypothetical cause 
which would enable the onlookers to feel smug that 
they had understood some inner cosmic moral 
mechanism, some sin that God had had to punish. 
He looks forward to see what God is going to do 
about it. That translates directly into what he, Jesus, 
is going to do about it. For he is the light of  
the world.

N. T. Wright

“

”



Trying to jump from an earthquake, a tsunami, a 
pandemic or anything else to a conclusion about 
‘what God is saying here’ without going through the 
Gospel story is to make the basic theological mistake 
of trying to deduce something about God while going 
behind Jesus’ back.

N. T. Wright

“
”



PANDEMIC  
AS PRELUDE 
TO THE END 
TIMES?
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“And when you hear of wars and tumults, do not be 
terrified, for these things must first take place, but the end 
will not be at once. … Nations will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom. There will be great 
earthquakes, and in various places famines and 
pestilences. And there will be terrors and great signs from 
heaven.”

Luke 21:9-11 (ESV)



The Covid-19 vaccine as “the 
mark of the beast”?
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“Also it causes all, both small and great, both rich and 
poor, both free and slave, to be marked on the right hand 
or the forehead, so that no one can buy or sell unless he 
has the mark, that is, the name of the beast or the number 
of its name. This calls for wisdom: let the one who has 
understanding calculate the number of the beast, for it is 
the number of a man, and his number is 666.”

Revelation 13:16-18 (ESV)



The Covid-19 vaccine as “the 
mark of the beast”?

Curtis Chang on reading the 
book of Revelation: “end times” 
versus “first century” approach



Comparison#1:  
Reading an x-ray versus reading a crystal ball



Comparison#2:  
Reading a compass versus reading a map



Comparison#3:  
Reading with hope versus reading with fear



RESPONSE

THEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES

God is on the Throne



“This slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an 
eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, because we 
look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; 
for what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen 
is eternal. For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is 
destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made 
with hands, eternal in the heavens.”

2 Corinthians 4:17-5:1 (NRSV)



RESPONSE

THEOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES

God is on the Throne

We live in a fallen world

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again

Salvation already but not yet



RESPONSE

PASTORAL GUIDELINES

A call to humility
A call to attention

A call to trust

A call to unity

A call to lament

A call to bless



“Well, where is God at a time like this?”



I guess the answer to that question is 
another question. Where is the church 
when it hurts? If the church is doing its job 
– binding wounds, comforting the grieving, 
offering food to the hungry – I don’t think 
people will wonder so much where God is 
when it hurts. They’ll know where God is: 
in the presence of his people on earth.

Philip Yancey

“

”



MOVING FORWARD

Honest fear is better than dishonest ‘piety’

Reprise on the five basic truths about God

— God loves you

— God is in control

— darkness can’t hide us from God 

— God suffers in our suffering

— God will be with us

— God is LOVE

— God is INVOLVED

— God is LIGHT

— God is EMPATHETIC

— God is HERE


