
Summary 

2 Kings 17:6 -20 records a grim account of God’s judgement on Northern Israel. The people in 

Northern Israel had sinned against God. They had forgotten the miracles that God had 

performed to save them from Egypt and the commandments and promises He had given them. 

As they Israelites turned to sin and rejected the covenant of God, God gave every opportunity 

for them to repent. But because of Israel’s stubbornness and unrepentance, God drove them out 

of the covenant land. The covenanted people who had rejected the covenant, were no longer 

allowed to dwell in the land God had given them. The Israelites were severely punished. But 

every judgement of God was accompanied with grace, after a period of almost 200 years we 

see in 1 Chronicles 9:3 that a remnant of Northern Israelites1  were recorded returning to 

Jerusalem.  

Outline 

1. Israel sins of idolatry (v7 – 12, 16) 

2. Israel rejects God’s calls to repentance (v13-15) 

3. The depravity of Israel sins(v16-17) 

a. Making carved images and idols 

b. Engaging in cultic prostitution 

c. Sacrificing their children to other gods 

4. God’s judgement proclaimed on Northern Israel (v21-23) 

Session in a sentence 

God’s intention to discipline us is to bring us to repentance, we must take the opportunities he 

gives us to repent seriously.   

 
1 Ephraim, and Manasseh were tribes of Northern Israel. 



Christ’s connection 

The people of Israel sinned against God and worshiped idols. God warned them to turn from their evil 

ways and obey Him, but they refused and were disciplined by Him. Israel’s rebellion reminds us of our 

idolatry and need of Jesus who perfectly obeyed God and was punished in our place. 

Proposed Discussion Questions 

1.  God knew that Northern Israel wasn’t going to repent at the end, why did He go 

through the trouble of giving opportunities for Israel to repent? 

a. When God deals with sinful Northern Israel, he did not just have Northern 

Israel in mind, but he had the people who came after in mind, people like you 

and me. And God used the opportunity to reveal to us in the Bible, what his 

heart is like, his ultimate intentions for discipline is more than just punishment 

but to drive us towards repentance and to a closer relationship with him. 

2. The Israelites sinned “secretly”, meaning they sinned knowing full well what they did 

was wrong, and still they chose to do it, choosing to hide it. What are some of the 

driving forces around us that could cause us to disobey God, even when we know it’s wrong? 

3. Children were considered to be blessings from God2, to sacrifice them to the idols, the 

Israelites were abusing God’s gift to them in the most heinous way. Although we do 

not have children, God’s gifts to us are also in the form of talents and opportunities. 

What are some of the ways we could be abusing God’s gift? 

4. Was there a time when you sinned and you felt God providing us an opportunity to 

repent? How did you respond? 

5. What are some safeguards to ensure that the we respond well to opportunities of 

repentance? 

Family Discipleship 

• What are some of idols and traps that surround the family? 

• What are some safeguards we have or should put in place to keep God as the focus of 

our lives? 

• How does God discipline his children? Has the family experienced God’s discipline 

• What are some safeguards to ensure that the family responds well to opportunities of 

repentance? 

Proposed next steps 

Write a personal and private letter to God, be frank with him about the sins that you struggle 

with and think hard about the times he has corrected you through a friend, family member or 

teacher. Give thanks for that person(s) and to God for sending that person your way.  Tell 

God about some safeguards you hope to put in place to ensure that you will remain true to 

your discipleship of Christ.  Commit the letter in Jesus name. You can open the letter in a 

year or 2 and ponder on how much you have grown since then! 

 
2 Psalm 127:3: “Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb a reward.” 


