
2 How long, Lord, must I call for help and you do not 
listen or cry out to you about violence and you do not 
save? 3 Why do you force me to look at injustice? Why 
do you tolerate wrongdoing? Oppression and violence 
are right in front of me. Strife is ongoing, and conflict 
escalates. 4 This is why the law is ineffective and justice 
never emerges. For the wicked restrict the righteous; 
therefore, justice comes out perverted. 5 Look at the 
nations and observe—be utterly astounded! For I am 
doing something in your days that you will not believe 
when you hear about it. 6 Look! I am raising up the 
Chaldeans, that bitter, impetuous nation that marches 
across the earth’s open spaces to seize territories not its 
own. ... 12 Are you not from eternity, Lord my God? 
My Holy One, you will not die. Lord, you appointed 
them to execute judgment; my Rock, you destined them 
to punish us. 13 Your eyes are too pure to look on evil, 
and you cannot tolerate wrongdoing. So why do you 
tolerate those who are treacherous? Why are you silent 

while one who is wicked swallows up one who is more 
righteous than himself? ... 3 For the vision is yet for the 
appointed time; it testifies about the end and will not 
lie. Though it delays, wait for it, since it will certainly 
come and not be late. 4 Look, his ego is inflated; he 
is without integrity. But the righteous one will live by 
his faith. ... 16 I heard, and I trembled within; my lips 
quivered at the sound. Rottenness entered my bones; I 
trembled where I stood. Now I must quietly wait for the 
day of distress to come against the people invading us. 
17 Though the fig tree does not bud and there is no 
fruit on the vines, though the olive crop fails and the 
fields produce no food, though the flocks disappear from 
the pen and there are no herds in the stalls, 18 yet I 
will celebrate in the Lord; I will rejoice in the God of 
my salvation! 19 The Lord my Lord is my strength; 
he makes my feet like those of a deer and enables me 
to walk on mountain heights! For the choir director: on 
stringed instruments.

Scripture

Habakkuk 1:2-6,  
12-13; 2:3-4; 3:16-19

Unit .15

Session .04

God Answers 
a Confused 
Prophet
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The Problem  
of Evil

Many atheists have argued that if God is all-powerful, 
all-loving, and knows everything, then evil would 
not exist in the world as humans know it today. But 
because evil exists in the world, God must not exist (or 
if He does exist, then He is not good or all-powerful). 
Despite its powerful rhetoric, appealing to evil as an 
argument against God fails: first, because outrage 
over bad things in this world presupposes a “good” 
moral standard that does not exist apart from God, 
and second, because God could have a good reason 
(though unknown to us) for allowing evil and suffering 
to continue for a season. Given what we know about 
God’s character and purposes, Christians can rest 
assured that even in the midst of evil, God is working 
all things for our good (Rom. 8:28).

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

Looking at the state of the world, where are you tempted to place God’s 
response to sin and injustice on this scale?

What are some examples in 
Scripture and in your life of God 
working in unexpected ways to 
accomplish His good purposes?

Helpless Indifferent Grieved Active

THE GOSPEL PROJECT FOR STUDENTS  |  88



Does living by faith mean living blindly? Why or why not?

In your own words, how would you describe what it looks like for someone to 
live by faith? 

Main Point
Joy is rooted in relationship 

with God, not circumstances.
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His Story

Do you tend to base your joy in your salvation in Christ or in your 
circumstances? What do we communicate about God and His worth 
when we find our joy in His salvation versus how our circumstances are 
turning out?

Christ Connection

Habakkuk lived at a time when evil seemed to be everywhere. By faith, 
he trusted God’s promise that God would deliver His people. Injustice, 
violence, and wickedness surround us today, but we can live by faith and 
trust that Jesus will return one day to make all things right.
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Our Mission

Head

What is the connection between faith and evidence? Are they mutually 
opposed? Why or why not?

What are some reasons and evidences that support faith in Jesus? 

Heart

How can faith help ground our emotions during difficulties and change?  

What blessings can God bring out of hard times? 

Hands

How do you think Habakkuk was able to rejoice despite his circumstances? 

In what ways does Habakkuk’s life compare to your life today? How can 
you respond to your difficulties with joy and worship?

UNIT 15  |  SESSION 4  |  91



The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

Life isn’t fair. Clean water is scarce. Diseases steal 
loved ones away too soon. Innocent people are 
wrongly accused. Jobs are lost in the name of 
downsizing. Christians are persecuted for their 
faith. We see heartache all around and it leads us to 
ask difficult questions: Where is the justice? Why is 
God silent? Does God even hear me? 

In Habakkuk 1:1-4, we encounter a bewildered 
prophet asking God hard questions. Habakkuk 
responded to his circumstances by crying out, “How 
long, O Lord? How long before You hear my cry? 
How long before You fix what is wrong in this world 
You created?” The Lord wasn’t enraged by Habakkuk’s 
questions but instead gave an answer of hope. He told 
Habakkuk that He was doing something so amazing 
that he wouldn’t even believe it.

When confusing circumstances cause us to 
question God’s presence, timing, or interest, we 
can rest assured knowing these statements are true: 
God is good. God does care about us. God is doing 
something so amazing that we wouldn’t believe it.

What is one truth about God or 
promise from God that you need 
to be reminded of today in your 
circumstances? 

Day 1

Habakkuk  
1:1-11
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It’s true that waiting can be excruciating, especially 
if the news greatly impacts your life. Think of a 
time when you waited on something with great 
anticipation. Maybe you were waiting to hear of your 
latest test scores. Or maybe you are waiting to see 
if you are accepted into the college of your dreams. 
Maybe you’ve had to wait on some really bad news 
that you knew would change your life forever. 

In Habakkuk 1:12-17, we encounter a troubled 
prophet asking God pointed questions about Judah’s 
impending judgment. Chapter 2 then opens with 
Habakkuk quietly and patiently waiting for God’s 
response. How long Habakkuk waited on God’s 
response is uncertain, but it must have been agonizing. 

When waiting on God to respond, our sinful 
inclinations can lead us to become angry or even 
disinterested. Instead of waiting, we may want 
to act impulsively, taking matters into our own 
hands. Waiting is hard, but what makes it easier is 
knowing God hears every prayer and answers them 
in the best way possible. 

Why do we find it so hard to wait 
patiently on the Lord (Isa. 30:18)?

Day 2

Habakkuk 
1:12–2:5

Falling into the trap of just going through the motions 
is easy, whether at school or in the home or on the 
basketball court. The grind of life has a way of 
subduing us. Without realizing it, we are lulled into 
living lives that feel uninspired. These feelings flow 
into our spiritual lives as well. Fill in this statement: 
“The last time I was in awe of God was…” Your 
response may reveal a lack of spiritual vitality.  

In verses 6-20, God declared five woes against the 
Chaldeans, reassuring Habakkuk of His promise to 
deal justly with their sin. Yet in the midst of these 
woes, God described a time when the entire earth 
will awake to the awesomeness of His glory (2:14). 
One day everyone, both friend and foe alike, will 
know that the Lord alone is God. 

Some things have not changed since Habakkuk’s 
ancient prophecy. God’s people still slip into 
spiritual slumber, demanding a flesh awaking to 
God’s glory. Pray today that you would experience 
a renewed awareness of God’s awesome presence.

How can you infuse energy and 
vitality into your spiritual life so you 
will praise God’s glory even now?

Day 3

Habakkuk 
2:6-20

Day 1

Habakkuk  
1:1-11
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Worship, by definition, must have an object. It 
must be directed toward someone or something. 
Habakkuk 2:18-19 tells us that the Chaldeans 
directed their worship to wood and stone idols, 
reflections of themselves (1:11). Habakkuk, in 
contrast, directed his worship to Yahweh. 

Habakkuk 3 is a prayerful song of exaltation. As 
an act of worship, the prophet penned this song to 
praise the Lord’s magnificence, His sovereign control 
over nature, His judgment against His enemies, and 
His salvation for His people. It should not be lost 
on us that this confused and tired prophet turned to 
worship to restore his weary soul. 

Life has a way of beating us down, and in our weariness, 
we may not want to turn our hearts to the Lord in 
worship. Yet in God’s goodness, He has imparted a 
restorative element to worship. The physical act of 
singing of God’s character and authority restores our 
soul so we might approach God with a right attitude. 
For those physically, emotionally, and spiritually 
exhausted, worship is the best remedy for renewing 
one’s faith and joy in the Lord.

What God-honoring song could you 
sing right now to renew your soul?

Day 4

Habakkuk 
3:1-15

Living a life of faith in Christ does not insulate 
us from the pains of this world. In fact, in some 
ways life is harder for believers because we engage 
in spiritual warfare as our light encounters the 
darkness of this present world. 

Habakkuk knew firsthand the pains of this world 
as his people faced imminent destruction by God 
for their sin. Habakkuk may have been tempted 
to be upset with God in his weaker moments, but 
instead he displayed for us what it looks like to 
allow God to sanctify us through our personal 
heartache and disappointment. 

Despite doubts and questions, Habakkuk 
acknowledged God’s righteousness and faithfulness. 
He told God that no matter how dire the 
circumstances, he would still find his joy in the Lord. 
What we glean from Habakkuk is that remembering 
God’s faithfulness in the past can help us walk by 
faith in the present and into the future. 

How should God’s past faithfulness 
and unchanging goodness help you 
face your present doubts?

Day 5

Habakkuk 
3:16-19
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