
11 Zedekiah was twenty-one years old when he became 
king, and he reigned eleven years in Jerusalem. 12 He 
did what was evil in the sight of the Lord his God and 
did not humble himself before the prophet Jeremiah at 
the Lord’s command. 13 He also rebelled against King 
Nebuchadnezzar who had made him swear allegiance 
by God. He became obstinate and hardened his heart 
against returning to the Lord, the God of Israel. 14 All 
the leaders of the priests and the people multiplied their 
unfaithful deeds, imitating all the detestable practices of 
the nations, and they defiled the Lord’s temple that he 
had consecrated in Jerusalem. 15 But the Lord, the God 
of their ancestors sent word against them by the hand of 
his messengers, sending them time and time again, for he 
had compassion on his people and on his dwelling place. 
16 But they kept ridiculing God’s messengers, despising 
his words, and scoffing at his prophets, until the Lord’s 

wrath was so stirred up against his people that there was 
no remedy. 17 So he brought up against them the king 
of the Chaldeans, who killed their fit young men with 
the sword in the house of their sanctuary. He had no 
pity on young men or young women, elderly or aged; he 
handed them all over to him. 18 He took everything to 
Babylon—all the articles of God’s temple, large and small, 
the treasures of the Lord’s temple, and the treasures of 
the king and his officials. 19 Then the Chaldeans burned 
God’s temple. They tore down Jerusalem’s wall, burned all 
its palaces, and destroyed all its valuable articles. 20 He 
deported those who escaped from the sword to Babylon, 
and they became servants to him and his sons until the 
rise of the Persian kingdom. 21 This fulfilled the word 
of the Lord through Jeremiah, and the land enjoyed its 
Sabbath rest all the days of the desolation until seventy 
years were fulfilled.

Scripture

2 Chronicles 
36:11-21
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Sin as Rebellion

Because the Bible portrays people as 
responsible beings, called to respond in 
faith and obedience to God’s revelation, 
the Bible often portrays sin in terms of 
defiance and rebellion toward God the 
King. Isaiah 1:2 is one of many passages 
that describes sin in terms of rebellion 
against God: “I have raised children and 
brought them up, but they have rebelled 
against me.” Seen in this light, sin is 
personal and willful disobedience, the 
raising of a clenched fist toward the One 
who made us.

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

Have you ever witnessed someone who had hardened his heart toward the 
will of God? What happened?

What are some ways we 
demonstrate pride in our lives?
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Sin as Rebellion

Because the Bible portrays people as 
responsible beings, called to respond in 
faith and obedience to God’s revelation, 
the Bible often portrays sin in terms of 
defiance and rebellion toward God the 
King. Isaiah 1:2 is one of many passages 
that describes sin in terms of rebellion 
against God: “I have raised children and 
brought them up, but they have rebelled 
against me.” Seen in this light, sin is 
personal and willful disobedience, the 
raising of a clenched fist toward the One 
who made us.

What are some responses to a word of correction, and what might those 
responses reveal about a person’s heart?

What steps can we take to identify areas of pride in our lives?

Main Point
God patiently pursues sinners, but 
those who harden their hearts will 

one day face judgment.
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His Story

How should this lesson of God’s judgment of sin change our own attitude 
toward sin in our lives?

Christ Connection

God righteously punished His people for their sin, but He remained 
faithful to them and kept the promise He had made to David to 
preserve a remnant and provide a king. Ultimately, God punished sin 
through His Son Jesus and made Him our King forever.
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Our Mission

Head

Why is it a good thing that God exercises judgment against sin? 

What is the connection between God’s holiness and wrath? 

Heart

What can we learn about the nature of pride from this account? 

When has God revealed to you some uncomfortable truth through His 
Word? How did you respond? Based upon this account, how should we 
respond in those moments?

Hands

How does this account challenge us to live differently this week? 

What are some ways we can encourage other believers in our shared 
mission of living out the gospel before others?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

King Zedekiah tried to outrun the consequences of 
sin. He was a proud man who refused to humble 
himself before the Lord. When the consequences 
of Zedekiah’s sin finally arrived at Jerusalem’s gates 
in the form of Babylonian soldiers, he fled with 
his family. The Babylonians, however, intercepted 
them in the plains of Jericho. Nebuchadnezzar 
deported Zedekiah to Babylon, but first, he left the 
deposed king with one last tormenting memory by 
executing his sons before his eyes, which were then 
gouged out (2 Kings 25:4-7). This fulfilled Ezekiel’s 
prophecy that the king would not see the city of 
Babylon (Ezek. 12:1-13).

Zedekiah’s prideful solution for absolution from 
God’s judgment was to run from it. The Bible’s 
solution for absolution, however, is found in 
running to the foot of the cross. “For the wages 
of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in 
Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 6:23). 

What sinful behavior do you need 
to repent of and run to Christ for 
forgiveness?

Day 1

2 Chronicles 
36:1-14
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The Book of 2 Chronicles closes out with 
God flexing His divine muscle against Judah. 
God’s wrath was stirred up, and with righteous 
indignation, He judicially directed His fury against 
the people of God. Knowing our own propensity 
toward sin, it’s hard to imagine being filled with 
anger without losing some measure of self-control. 
Yet God’s wrath is never less than perfect. Revealed 
to us in 2 Chronicles 36:15 is the posture of God’s 
heart toward sinners—it’s a posture marked by 
compassion and patience. 

Despite habitual rebellion by Judah, God still 
longed for her to repent and gave her many 
opportunities to do so. Examining God’s response, 
we learn something about how we are to engage 
unsaved people in our lives. It is easy for us to lose 
compassion and patience with individuals who have 
rejected the gospel time and time again. Maybe you 
have someone in your life whom you’ve labeled 
“hopeless” after years of rejecting your invitations 
to church and your reminders of God’s love for 
them. If you’ve fallen into this snare, take a minute 
and remember God’s compassionate response to 
His wayward people. 

In what ways should your attitude 
toward people change based on 
God’s compassionate and patient 
attitude toward Judah?

Day 2

2 Chronicles 
36:15-16a

The sad truth is that life, for almost all of history, 
has been unfair. This is simply a reality of living 
in a world corrupted by sin. It’s also a reality 
experienced firsthand by a remnant of godly people 
living in Judah at the time of Jerusalem’s fall. 
2 Chronicles 36:17-21 records the destruction of 
the city. We are told by prophets like Habakkuk 
that a contingency of faithful followers still resided 
in Judah at the time. Unfortunately, the righteous 
would suffer along with the unrighteous. Despite 
the unfairness of the situation, the godly remnant 
was encouraged to live by faith with joy in the 
midst of suffering.  

The Bible is clear that believers will face 
suffering (John 16:33; Acts 14:22; 2 Tim. 3:12; 
1 Pet. 4:12-14). The question then becomes for 
us, “How will we respond to suffering?” Our 
sinful nature desires to respond with anger, 
bitterness, and cynicism. But in the power of the 
Holy Spirit, we are given strength to respond with 
the fruit of the Spirit: love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and 
self-control (Gal. 5:22-23).

When life deals you an unfair hand, 
how can you continue walking by faith 
with joy in the midst of suffering?

Day 3

2 Chronicles 
36:16b-23

Day 1

2 Chronicles 
36:1-14
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Grief is a universal human experience. The Bible 
tells us that grief exists because something is wrong. 
While there is good in the world, brokenness 
pervades it all. The Book of Lamentations is a 
collection of five sorrowful poems lamenting the 
fall of Judah. Seeping from these poems are the 
raw emotions of a confused and hurting people 
processing their circumstances and attempting to 
express the inexpressible. 

Grief was a part of life for the Judeans, and it’s a part 
of our lives today. Fortunately, God’s Word gives us 
instruction on how we should face grief. First, we 
don’t grieve alone because we have a Savior who is 
“acquainted with grief” and understands our own 
grief (Isa. 53:3). Second, we grieve knowing it is a 
natural response to injustice. Sometimes in our grief 
we cry out like the psalmist, “My God, my God, why 
have you forsaken me?” (Ps. 22:1). Other times we 
respond like Job and sit in silence (Job 2:13). Third, 
we grieve believing in a future hope (Job 19:25-26). 
These truths help us in our grief and remind us that 
a day is coming when our temporary afflictions will 
be replaced with an eternal glory. 

How are you challenged in your grief 
by these instructions from Scripture?

Day 4

Lamentations 
1:1–2:22

In the midst of darkest despair, a break in the black 
clouds hovering over Lamentations opens up and 
the brightest of lights shines down. Following sixty-
five verses of gloom and doom over Jerusalem’s fall, 
the author turns the script toward God’s mercy: 
“Because of the Lord’s faithful love we do not 
perish, for his mercies never end. They are new every 
morning; great is your faithfulness!” (Lam. 3:22-23). 

God appoints every aspect of every day. He 
appoints the day’s troubles. He appoints the day’s 
mercies. Sometimes we wonder if we will be able 
to withstand the troubles of our day. But we can 
rest assured knowing every morning God’s mercy 
will be there waiting for us. We might be tempted 
to store up God’s mercy for a rainy day, but like 
Israel with the manna in the wilderness, there is 
no storing up. Instead, we are called to the daily 
exercise of declaring our dependency upon God 
and His mercy.

What practical steps can you take to 
remind yourself that God’s mercies 
are new every morning?

Day 5

Lamentations 
3:1–5:22
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