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The doctrine of the Holy Spirit

By: Elder Jason Loy

Jason_loy@hotmail.com

Lesson 1

God The Holy Spirit

1. God The Holy Spirit

2. Jesus’ teaching about The Holy Spirit

3. Baptism with The Holy Spirit

4. Filled with The Holy Spirit

5. The ministry of The Holy Spirit

6. The unforgivable sin – “Blaspheme The Holy Spirit”

The Doctrine of the Holy Spirit - Outline
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Who is The Holy Spirit ?

Many do not have a good grasp of the understanding of the Holy Spirit

Many do not have a proper worship and honour of the Holy Spirit

Many could have been misled to dishonour and grieve the Holy Spirit

Misconception of The Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is just a ‘force’ or ‘power’; not a ‘Person’

The Holy Spirit can come indwell in us and then leave us the next moment

The Holy Spirit gives us ‘mystical’ or ‘spiritual’ feeling or manifestation 

The Holy Spirit is the ‘weakest’ member of the Trinity 
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Traditional churches Charismatic churches

“don’t discuss about the Holy Spirit”

Fear of being called ‘Charismatic’ attribute everything to the Holy Spirit 
(even things not done by the Spirit)

“everything is about the Holy Spirit”

Traditional churches Charismatic churches

“don’t discuss about the Holy Spirit”

Fear of being called ‘Charismatic’ attribute everything to the Holy Spirit 
(even things not done by the Spirit)

“everything is about the Holy Spirit”

We worship the Father and the Son, but
we are hesitant to worship the Holy Spirit 

we are hesitant to speak up against the 
erroneous teachings against the Holy Spirit 
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The Ten Commandments

1. To speak of God in an untrue or irreverent way

2. To misrepresent God’s attributes, works and words

• To ascribe to God, things (attributes, works and words) that are untrue
• To remove from God, things (attributes, works and words) that are true, 

diminishing His glory

“You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for 
the LORD will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. (Ex 20:7)

The 3rd Commandment

Why do we study ‘The Doctrine of The Holy Spirit ’ ?

Biblical understanding of 
the Holy Spirit

Proper worship and honour of 
the Holy Spirit

Be misled to dishonour and 
grieve the Holy Spirit
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God the Holy Spirit

One God, 
Three Persons

God the Holy Spirit

Genesis 1 Revelation 22

The first chapter The last chapter

Biblical names of God the Holy Spirit

Gen 1:2 – The Spirit of God
Isaiah 61:1 – The Spirit of the Lord God
Acts 16:7 – The Spirit of Jesus
Rom 8:9 – The Spirit of Christ
1 Cor 6:1 – The Spirit of our God
2 Cor 3:3 – The Spirit of the living God
Gal 4:6 – The Spirit of his Son

Mat 1:18 – The Holy Spirit 
Rom 1:4 – The Spirit of holiness
Rom 8:2 – The Spirit of life
John 14:17 – The Spirit of truth
Heb 9:14 – The eternal Spirit
Heb 10:29 – The Spirit of grace 
1 Pet 4:14 –The Spirit of glory

Multiple names => multiplicity of The Spirit’s ministries

No ‘one’ name can contain the infinite greatness of Holy Spirit

9

10



21/4/2022

6

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.

2 And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord. (Isa 11:1-2)

Prophet Isaiah spoke of The Trinity: God, Jesus Christ and The Holy Spirit 

‘seven’ = completeness, fullness

Spirit-imparted qualifications onto Messiah

Sevenfold ministries

John to the seven churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 
from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5 and from Jesus Christ the 
faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on earth.
To him who loves us and has freed us from our sins by his blood (Rev 1:4-5)

Apostle John spoke of The Trinity: God, Jesus Christ and The Holy Spirit 

‘seven spirits’ = sevenfold ministries
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God the Father

God the Son God the Spirit

One God, 
Three Persons

Co-equal; Co-existing; Co-eternal

1st member

2nd member 3rd member

Trinity

God the Father

God the Son God the Spirit

One God, 
Three Persons

Co-equal; Co-existing; Co-eternal

Creator, Source of all 
things, invisible, whom 
believers pray to

God incarnate, visible, 
historical figure, Jesus 
died on the cross 

Invisible being and …..? 

Creation?

Crucifixion?

Consummation?
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Thomas Goodwin (1600-1680)
English Puritan Theologian

“We should never be satisfied with our worship until all three persons lie level 
in us and we sit in the middle of them while they all manifest their love to us.”

Father

Son Spirit

The Personhood of The Holy Spirit 

The Deity of The Holy Spirit 

The Works of The Holy Spirit 
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The Personhood of The Holy Spirit 

The Holy Spirit is Not an ‘it’, not a ‘thing’

The Holy Spirit is Not an ‘impersonal force’

The Holy Spirit is a ‘Person’

God the Father is a 
Person

Without a physical body; 
everywhere present in His 
fullness; Omnipresent

The pronoun is ‘He’

God the Holy Spirit is a 
Person 

God the Son is a 
Person 

Without a physical body With a physical body

The pronoun is ‘He’ The pronoun is ‘He’

Person: mind, emotion, will Person: mind, emotion, will Person: mind, emotion, will

Divine attributes Divine attributes Divine attributes
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The Personhood of The Holy Spirit - mind 

The Holy Spirit is brilliant, intelligent and wise

So also no one comprehends the thoughts of God except the Spirit of 
God. (1 Cor 2:11b)

The Holy Spirit knows all things in the 
minds of the Father and the Son

SpiritSon

Father

knows

knows

knows

And we impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the 
Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual.(1 Cor 2:13)

God The Holy Spirit illuminates the word into our heart and mind

God The Holy Spirit teaches the word and instructs us
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And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were sealed for the 
day of redemption.(Eph 4:30)

Personal anguish

The Personhood of The Holy Spirit - emotion

God The Holy Spirit can be grieved

And you became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you received the word 
in much affliction, with the joy of the Holy Spirit, (1 The 1:6)

Joyous affection

God The Holy Spirit can be joyful
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But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no 
law.(Gal 5:22-23)

God The Holy Spirit can produce fruits in us that reflect the above 
characteristics of His fruits.

All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to 
each one individually as he wills.(1 Cor 12:11)

The Personhood of The Holy Spirit - will

The Holy Spirit sovereignly decides

The Holy Spirit’s decision is perfect

The Holy Spirit is in the inner council of the Trinity

The Holy Spirit has a will Father

Son Spirit
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And they went through the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having been forbidden
by the Holy Spirit to speak the word in Asia. 7 And when they had come up to
Mysia, they attempted to go into Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus did not allow
them.(Acts 16:6-7)

The Holy Spirit decides and executes 
God’s will to prevent Paul and Timothy to 
go to certain places

Paul and Timothy

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray 
for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too 
deep for words. (Rom 8:26)

The Holy Spirit prays

The Holy Spirit prays for us
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The Holy Spirit speaks

And the Spirit said to Philip, “Go over and join this 
chariot.” (Acts 8:29)

And while Peter was pondering the vision, the Spirit said 
to him, “Behold, three men are looking for you. (Acts 
10:19)

The Holy Spirit guides

Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by
the devil. (Mat 4:1)
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When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will
not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he
will declare to you the things that are to come.(John 16:13)

The Holy Spirit guides

The Holy Spirit hears

The Holy Spirit speaks & declare

Jesus in the upper room

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he
will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said
to you. (John 14:26)

The Spirit is the Helper

The Spirit will make them remember

The Holy Spirit teaches

The Spirit is the Teacher
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And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you
forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because
it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you
and will be in you.(John 14:16-17)

“another” like Jesus

Helper (ESV), Advocate (NIV) Comforter (KJV)

Parakletos > come alongside, to comfort, protection, counsel and guide

Present tense: 
Jesus with the disciples

Future tense: 
The Spirit will indwell the believers in future

The Deity of The Holy Spirit

The Holy Spirit is God, as much as the Father is God and the Son is God

God the Son God the Spirit
One God, 

Three Persons

Trinity:

God the Father

Full divine attributes

Full divine attributes

Full divine attributes
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Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in
you? 17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple
is holy, and you are that temple.(1 Cor 3:16-17)

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, 
whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a 
price. So glorify God in your body.(1 Cor 6:19-20)

The term ‘God and Holy Spirit” are used interchangeably

God’s temple = Spirit’s temple

But Peter said, “Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit
and to keep back for yourself part of the proceeds of the land? (Acts 5:3)

You have not lied to man but to God.” (Acts 5:4b)

The term ‘God and Holy Spirit” are used interchangeably
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The Holy Spirit is holy

“You shall be holy, for I am holy” (1 Pet 1:16) - Only God is Holy

Th Holy Spirit is above all, transcends all and being elevated

The Holy Spirit is perfect, without blemish and without mistakes

how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal
Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our conscience from
dead works to serve the living God. (Heb 9:14)

The Holy Spirit is eternal
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The Holy Spirit is truth
And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you
forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it
neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will
be in you.(John 14:16)

• The Scripture is the inspired word of God

• The Spirit moved the human authors to communicate exactly what He desired

• The Spirit filled their minds, souls and hearts sovereignly and supernaturally to write

But as for me, I am filled with power,
with the Spirit of the Lord, (Micah 3:8a)

Hebrew text: ‘ruach’, irresistible power, violent force

The attributes of God (Holy Spirit): Omnipotence
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And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will overshadow you; (Luke 1:35a)

by the power of signs and wonders, by the power of the Spirit of God (Rom 
15:19a)

The attributes of God (Holy Spirit): Omnipotence

The Spirit has absolute and sovereign power according to the will of the Godhead

Who has measured the Spirit of the LORD,
or what man shows him his counsel?

14 Whom did he consult,
and who made him understand?

Who taught him the path of justice,
and taught him knowledge,
and showed him the way of understanding? (Isa 40:13-14)

The attributes of God (Holy Spirit): Omniscience

There is nothing that the Holy Spirit does not know

He knows everything just like the Father and the Son knows, perfectly
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The attributes of God (Holy Spirit): Eternality (Omnipresence)

Where shall I go from your Spirit?
Or where shall I flee from your presence?

8 If I ascend to heaven, you are there!
If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there! (Ps 139:7-8) 

The biblical representation 
of the Deity of Holy Spirit
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Trinitarian Praise

And one called to another and said:
“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory!” (Isa 6:3) 

And the four living creatures, each of them with six wings, 
are full of eyes all around and within, and day and night they 
never cease to say,
“Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God Almighty,

who was and is and is to come!” (Rev 4:8)

Trinitarian Presence

And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and 
behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending 
like a dove and coming to rest on him; 17 and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This 
is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”(Mat 3:16-17)

Spirit

GodSon
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Trinitarian Association

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he 
will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said 
to you. (John 14:26)

Spirit Father Son

Trinitarian Association

Go therefore and make disciples of all 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, (Mat 28:19)

Son Spirit

Father
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Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of 
service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same 
God who empowers them all in everyone.(1 Cor 12:4)

according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, 
for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: (1 Pet 1:2)

Trinitarian Association

Trinitarian Benediction

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. (2 Cor 13:14)

The blessings of the Father, come through the Son and apply to us by the 
Holy Spirit
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Trinitarian affirmation

There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to the one hope 
that belongs to your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 one God and 
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. (Eph 4:4-6)

The Church enjoys the blessings of the Triune God

Trinitarian affirmation

In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined according to the
purpose of him who works all things according to the counsel of his will, 12 so that
we who were the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise of his glory. 13 In him
you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 14 who is the
guarantee of our inheritance until we acquire possession of it, to the praise of his
glory.(Eph 1:11-14)

God’s 
Predestination

Christ’s
Atonement

Spirit’s seal of 
Salvation

Father Son Spirit
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GOD the Father GOD the Son GOD the Holy Spirit

Initiated our 
salvation

Validated the 
salvation

Communicates and 
activates our salvation

Chooses us for 
life

Provides the sacrifice 
that leads to life

Gives us life

John Owen (1616-1683) 
English Puritan Theologian

We have received from, individually and specifically and particularly, each 
member of the Trinity certain specific benefits. And as we have received these 
benefits from each of the members of the Trinity, we are required to respond to 
those gifts to each member of the Trinity so that our Trinitarian worship is not 
so much blended as it is separated.
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GOD the Father GOD the Son GOD the Holy Spirit

GODHEAD

We can and should offer worship to God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit 

The works of the Holy Spirit

Creation
of the 
world

Atonement 
of Jesus 
Christ

Revelation 
of the 
Scripture

Redemption 
of the 
believers
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Creation

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. The earth 
was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And 
the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. (Gen 1:1-2)

The Holy Spirit hovering over the formless void of the material elements that 
God was going to create from, and the Holy Spirit hovers and moves over the 
face of the waters and brings it into specific creation.

When you send forth your Spirit, they are created,
and you renew the face of the ground. (Ps 104:30)
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By the word of the Lord the heavens were made,
and by the breath of his mouth all their host. (Ps 33:6)

The breath of the Almighty God

The Spirit of God has made me,
and the breath of the Almighty gives me life.(Job 33:4)

The Spirit gives life; regenerates

Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and 
the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. (John 3:5)
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The Spirit convicts us

And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and
righteousness and judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe
in me; 10 concerning righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you
will see me no longer; 11 concerning judgment, because the ruler of this
world is judged. (John 16:8-11)

The Spirit illumines the word for us

Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from
God, that we might understand the things freely given us by God. And we
impart this in words not taught by human wisdom but taught by the
Spirit, interpreting spiritual truths to those who are spiritual. (1 Cor 2:12-13)
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The Spirit sanctifies us

But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by
the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through
sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. (2 The 2:13)

The Spirit seals us

In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your
salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy
Spirit, 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we
acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory.(Eph 1:13-14)

61

62



21/4/2022

32

GOD the Holy Spirit

Activates us for salvation

We are saved now in the Kingdom of God 
because of the direct work of the Holy Spirit

The Personhood of The Holy Spirit 

The Deity of The Holy Spirit 

The Works of The Holy Spirit 
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Have we ever thanked the Holy Spirit ?

Have we ever praised the Holy Spirit ?

Have we ever honored the Holy Spirit ?

Have we ever glorified the Holy Spirit ?

“Our worship is sometimes with the Father and then with the Son, and then 
with the Spirit. Sometimes the believer’s heart is drawn out to consider the 
Father’s love in choosing, and then the love of the Son in redeeming. And 
sometimes His heart is drawn to the love of the Holy Spirit that searches the 
deep things of God and reveals them to us.”

Thomas Goodwin (1600-1680)
English Puritan Theologian

65

66



21/4/2022

34

The End
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