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Doctrine of the Holy Spirit

By: Elder Jason Loy

Jason_loy@hotmail.com

Lesson 5

Speaking in Tongues

If we truly love God and love our neighbours, the loving thing to do is to tell
the truths of what the Bible says

As faithful children of God, 
• We have to uphold the true teachings and doctrines of God from Scripture
• We do not compromise God’s words for the sake of superficial harmony
• we have no right to tamper with the words of God to suit our culture
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Speaking in Tongues

The Charismatic and Pentecostal erroneous interpretation and their wrong 
practices in the Church

What are the Biblical teachings regarding “speaking in tongues” ?

“speaking in tongues” – Purpose, Principles, Procedure

After salvation, believers have to have the 2nd blessing, the 
“Baptism with the Holy Spirit”

Believers need to pray for the “Baptism with the Holy Spirit”

The manifestation for “Baptism with the Holy Spirit” is 
speaking in tongues

“speaking in tongues” is a private communion with God 
using heavenly language which  it helps in self-growth 

Not taught 
in the Bible
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Charismatic’s belief:

Some Christians get confuse with this teaching

They either follow blindly to speak in tongue without knowing what it means

They feel pressured and guilty because they could not speak in tongue

Some added in a counterfeit tongue to show they have the gift

Some let the demonic forces take over their spirits to speak in demonic languages

“If you have enough faith, then you can speak in tongue’

“If you cannot speak in tongue, means you do not have faith’

The speaking in tongues

Mark 16:17 Acts 2, 10, 19 1 Cor 12 - 14

True tongues False tonguePurpose Narrative

Unique period

Jesus Apostles & Believers Paul

Purpose
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The book of Acts

Historical narrative: story

Pauline 13 epistles

Theological and instructional: Doctrines

Detailed instructions for all believersFactual account of events flow

The Theologians build their doctrines from these letters;
Faithful believers are to keep and obey

Not every event or phenomenon that 
occurred is normative or standard for all 
churches for all generations  to follow

Permanent instruction for all Church of all agesUnique early church experience and 
the apostolic period

Jews

Filled with the Holy Spirit

Samaritans Gentiles OT followers

Acts 2:1-4 Acts 10:44-48 Acts 19:4-6Acts 8:14-18

Jerusalem Judea Samaria
End of the 

earthCaesarea

Ephesus

Speak in tongues (120)

No speak in tongues (3000)

No speak in tongues Speak in tongues Speak in tongues 

Believe > Spirit came Believe > Spirit came Believe = Spirit came Believe = Spirit came

No praying Peter & John prayed No praying No praying

Laid handsLaid hands No lay handsNo lay hands
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Purpose

Principles

Procedures

Period

Speaking in tongues 
Purpose 1: Curse sign

Purpose 2: Blessing sign

Purpose 3: Authority sign

(Next week or another occasion)

Has tongues cease?

1. As a sign to unbelieving Jews that God pronounces judgment to Israel 
and to declare that salvation is now extended to the Church

Israel  Church

The purpose of speaking in tongues: Curse sign

God to Israel: I spoke in a language you understand, yet you do not want to 
listen, now I will speak to you in languages you do not understand

For by people of strange lips and with a foreign tongue
the LORD will speak to this people, (Isa 28:11)

Judgment

Salvation
Unbelief and apostasy
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In AD 70, the Roman army captured 
the city of Jerusalem and destroyed 
both the city and its Temple.

Truly, I say to you, there will not be 
left here one stone upon another that 
will not be thrown down.” (Mat 24:2b)

Jesus said:

2. As a sign to affirm that not only the Jews have received the Holy Spirit, 
but also the Samaritans, Gentiles and OT believers

Jews  Gentiles

The purpose of speaking in tongues: Blessing sign

One united body, no racial, social or spiritual distinction in Christ

“That they may be one, even as we are one” (John 17)

Samaritans OT believers

If then God gave the same gift to them as he gave to 
us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that 
I could stand in God's way?” (Acts 11:17)

Peter testified
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If I am not doing the works of my Father, then do not believe me; 38 but if I do 
them, even though you do not believe me, believe the works, that you may know 
and understand that the Father is in me and I am in the Father.” (John 10:37-38)

Jesus’ miracles proved His identity as Son of God and His message is true

And Jesus went throughout all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues
and proclaiming the gospel of the kingdom and healing every disease and every
affliction. (Mat 9:35)

3. As a sign to validate the apostolic authority and to confirm God is with 
them and their words spoken are the true message from God

And these signs will accompany those who believe: in my name they will cast 
out demons; they will speak in new tongues (Mark 16:17)

Jesus spoke to the 11 disciples
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Signs, wonders, various miracles 
and gifts of the Holy Spirit

• The Church is the beginning of a new era, the Bible was not completely written yet
• God speaks new things through the apostles
• God give signs and wonders to His apostles (the ability to speak a foreign language) to authenticate 

that it was really Him speaking the message through them

AD 96
(Revelation)

Bible completed

Who is the real messenger of God?

AD 30-60

During the transition period from birth and infancy of the Church, before the Bible has been 
completed, God gave the apostles the ability to speak these foreign  languages as an 
authenticating, validating sign that what they were saying was indeed the words from God

The signs of a true apostle were performed among you with utmost patience, with 
signs and wonders and mighty works (2 Cor 12:12)

So that when the unbelievers see their miraculous signs, and hear them preach the 
gospel, they can believe in the Lord
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(Acts 2:4 -13) Pentecost
120 Jewish believers men 
spoke in many foreign 
languages 

The 120 men were praising God in foreign native languages. The 3000 unbelievers
heard and asked “What is happening? These people do not know my language, and yet
they could speak it. So God must be with them, God is speaking through them and what
they say must be from God”

(Acts 2:14 -40) 
Peter preached the gospel 
and 3000 souls were 
added

Tongues were authenticating 
sign that the spoken words 
were God’s words

Purpose Biblical “Speaking in tongues” 

1. A curse sign of judgment to unbelieving Israel and declare salvation to the Church

2. A blessing sign that salvation > Jews + Gentiles

3. An authority sign to unbelievers that the apostles are from God, God is with them 
and to authenticate their message are truly God’s words

Thus tongues are a sign not for believers but for unbelievers, while prophecy is 
a sign not for unbelievers but for believers. (1 Cor 14:22)
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Thus tongues are a sign not for believers but for unbelievers, while prophecy is 
a sign not for unbelievers but for believers. (1 Cor 14:22)

• Not as a gift for believers to use in the church worship 
• Not a gift to show one’s ability in the presence of fellow believers
• It is not about believers having an intimate and private communication with God

A sign for unbelievers to witness that God is with the Apostles and 
disciples, to affirm that their message are truly the words of God

Charismatic “Speaking in tongues” 

Purpose

A heavenly language that no human understands

A private communication with God

A private devotion for self-edification Not biblical

Total opposite of what the Bible says
Paul wrote 1 Cor 12 -14 to speak against such erroneous teachings and practices

All believers should seek after this tongue gift
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The Corinthian Church

1 Cor 12 - 14

Written about AD 55~ AD 30

Allow the world system infiltrate their church: worldly, morally corrupt, disorder, paganism

Sexual immorality, Incest, adulterers, those who practice homosexuality, thieves (5,6)

Quarrel, factions & divisions (Apollos, Paul, Peter, Jesus) (1,3), Jealousy & strife (3)

unrighteous, idolaters, thieves, greedy, drunkards, revilers, swindlers, arrogant, boastful,
lawsuits against each other (5,6)

Issues relating to family and marriage (7)

The Corinthian church

Puff up, favour one against another, arrogant (4)
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Confused with pagan feasts, idolatry and things offered to idols (8, 9, 10)

Mess up with the spiritual gifts of God, fighting for prominence and self-glorification in
the church, practicing the counterfeit gift of tongue, disorderly and chaotic worship
(12,13,14)

Violate the proper place of women in the church, women usurping the Church
leadership roles (11,14)

The Corinthian church

Paul wrote 1 Cor was to correct their errors 
happening in the Church

The satanic system infiltrate the church 

The Corinthians had misused and abused the gift of tongue into something pagan; it’s a 
counterfeit, not representative of the work of the Holy Spirit. 

Pagan style religion
Ecstasies
Eroticisms
Sensualities
Chaos
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True tongues False tongue

True gift False gift

• For specific purpose 
• For a limited period

• For wrong purpose 
• Up till today

Nonsensical sound, gibberish, only one type, singularTongue:

Many actual and real languages, or dialectsTongues:

”Parthians and Medes and Elamites and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and 
Asia, 10 Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya 
belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, 11both Jews 
and proselytes, Cretans and Arabians” (Acts 2:9‐11)
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The Biblical principles of ‘speaking in tongues’

Principles Speaking in tongues (true)

1. The “speaking in tongues” are intelligible languages, not irrational or meaningless 
gibberish

we hear them telling in our own tongues the mighty works of God.” (Acts 2:11b)

So with yourselves, if with your tongue you utter speech that is not intelligible, how 
will anyone know what is said? For you will be speaking into the air. (1 Cor 14:9)

Paul rebuked the Corinthian Christians
for a falsified tongue gibberish
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No where in the Bible recorded Jesus
himself praying and speaking in
gibberish

No where in the Bible recorded the
disciples praying and speaking in
gibberish

Jesus’ private prayer to the Father was in plain 
intelligible speech (John 17:1-26)

The High Priestly prayer

Charismatic’s wrong interpretation of the Bible

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray 
for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep 
for words. (Rom 8:26)

Charismatics say: “See, this verse teaches about 
praying in tongues”

Wrong 
interpretation
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The right Biblical interpretation

Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray 
for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep 
for words. (Rom 8:26)

Who pray? The Holy Spirit prays, not us

With sound utterance or 
without sound utterance? No sound utterance

This is about the Spirit praying for believers; divine articulations within the Trinity that 
are not expressed in words. This verse is NOT about speaking in tongues

Principles

Speaking in tongues (true)

2. God gives Spiritual gifts (including the gift of tongues) according to His will, not 
because men pray or ask for this gift

All these are empowered by one and the same Spirit, who apportions to each one 
individually as he wills. (1 Cor 12:11)

The various gifts of Spirit

He wills, not “our wills”

Will everyone gets it? No

31

32



20/5/2022

17

The Corinthian church believers were all
striving to have the ‘showy’ gift
manifestation of ‘speaking in tongue’

The Charismatic and Pentecostal
movement today preach the same thing,
‘let us all seek the tongue gift’

dramatic

visible

experiential

Paul asked provoking questions:
27 Now you are the body of Christ and individually members of it. 28 And God has 
appointed in the church first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, 
then gifts of healing, helping, administrating, and various kinds of tongues. 29 Are all 
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers? Do all work miracles? 30 Do all possess 
gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues? Do all interpret? 31 But earnestly desire the 
higher gifts.

And I will show you a still more excellent way. (1 Cor 12:27-31) “NO”

Paul’s expected reply was

Speaking gifts Sign gifts

Service gifts
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while God also bore witness by signs and 
wonders and various miracles and by gifts of 
the Holy Spirit distributed according to his 
will. (Heb 2:4)

GOD

God’s will

Charismatic’s theology:

“you must pray for the gift of tongue”

“you must have faith to speak in tongue”

tongues interpretationpreaching teaching

Not taught in the Bible

Ridiculous claims and teachings

Roll your tongues

Empty your minds

Do not think about the words

Repeat the words fast

Follow the others beside you

Let your spirit be free

Do it loud

Don’t resist 
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3. The spiritual gifts are used to build up others, not for self ego or pride

4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5 and there are varieties of
service, but the same Lord; 6 and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same
God who empowers them all in everyone. To each is given the manifestation of
the Spirit for the common good. (1 Cor 12:4-7)

Principles

All Spiritual gifts are not to serve oneself 

All Spiritual gifts are not even to serve God as God is perfect, abundant and sufficient

All Spiritual gifts are to serve and build up OTHERS for their good

As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 
God's varied grace: (1 Pet 4:10)

Gifts from God are used to edify Others in the church 

Peter said

“Feed my lambs”
“Tend my sheep”
“Feed my sheep”
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‘feed the goats”

The Corinthian believers seeking
for the ‘showy’ gift of ‘speaking in
tongue’ for self-edification

And I will show you a still more excellent 
way. (1 Cor 12:31b)

Love 

Paul said
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If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I am a noisy 
gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but 
have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to 
be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.( 1 Cor 13:1-3)

is the most important”Love 

Paul said

“Tongues” is inferior to Love

In the Bible, Angels spoke the same human intelligible language 

Love never ends. As for prophecies, they will pass away; as for tongues, they will 
cease; as for knowledge, it will pass away.( 1 Cor 13:8)

is forever

Love 

Why is ‘Love’ more superior than ‘tongues’?

Tongues

will cease
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Love is more superior than ‘speaking in tongues’ 

Priority 

Loving others is the main 
motivation for the Church The real gift of tongues

tongues interpretation

If I speak in the tongues of men and of 
angels, (1 Cor 13:1a) 

Pursue love, and earnestly desire the spiritual gifts, especially that you
may prophesy. 2 For one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for
no one understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit. 3 On the other hand,
the one who prophesies speaks to people for their upbuilding and encouragement 
and consolation. 4 The one who speaks in a tongue builds up himself, but the one
who prophesies builds up the church. 5 Now I want you all to speak in tongues,
but even more to prophesy. The one who prophesies is greater than the one who
speaks in tongues, unless someone interprets, so that the church may be built up.
(1 Cor 14:1-5)

Love All spiritual 
gifts Prophecy

Prophecy (5 times) is more superior than “speaking in tongues”
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Prophecy

Revelatory

Reiteration

Foretelling the future

Forth-telling the past message 
or existing message

To speak before
Prophetic function: to preach or teach

For one who speaks in a tongue speaks not to men but to God; for no one 
understands him, but he utters mysteries in the Spirit. (1 Cor 14:2) 

gibberish to a god

Paul was saying, ‘you are speaking paganistic gibberish to your ‘god’, no one 
understands and no one benefits’

his spirit
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On the other hand, the one who prophesies speaks to people for their upbuilding and 
encouragement and consolation. ( 1 Cor 14:3)

Edifying, uplifting and comforting others in the Church

If you are speaking gibberish, you are just being ‘showy’, 
elevating yourself up in the presence of other believers.

The one who speaks in a tongue builds up himself, but the one who
prophesies builds up the church. (1 Cor 14:4)

violate the principle of building others

gibberish

I want you to preach intelligible God’s
messages to edify the church
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Preaching and teaching 
God’s words more superior

Tongues

5 Now I want you all to speak in tongues, but even more to prophesy. The one who
prophesies is greater than the one who speaks in tongues, unless someone
interprets, so that the church may be built up. (1 Cor 14:5)

The real gift of tongues

True tongues

Even for true “speaking in tongues (languages), must have 
interpretation, so others can also understand and everyone is built up. 

4. The spiritual gift of tongues are meaningful words

Principles
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Your irrational tongue or babbling > no one will know what it means, pointless 

So with yourselves, if with your tongue you utter speech that is not intelligible, how 
will anyone know what is said? For you will be speaking into the air. (1 Cor 14:9)

You are speaking meaningless words, others will not benefit

gibberish

God gives meaning to languages.
God gives men the knowledge to understand the languages spoken 
Therefore, all languages spoken shall have meaning 

There are doubtless many different languages in the world, and none is
without meaning, (1 Cor 14:10)

So if anyone is speaking nonsensical noises that no one can understand, then it 
is not what the Bible teaches and therefore, it is not from God
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Principles

5. Tongues are words that involve both the spirit and mind  

Therefore, one who speaks in a tongue should pray that he may interpret. 14 For
if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays but my mind is unfruitful. 15 What am I to do?
I will pray with my spirit, but I will pray with my mind also; I will sing praise with
my spirit, but I will sing with my mind also. 16 Otherwise, if you give thanks with
your spirit, how can anyone in the position of an outsider say “Amen” to your
thanksgiving when he does not know what you are saying? 17 For you may be
giving thanks well enough, but the other person is not being built up. 18 I thank
God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. 19 Nevertheless, in church I
would rather speak five words with my mind in order to instruct others, than ten
thousand words in a tongue. (1 Cor 14:13-19)
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You are doing it the wrong way, the counterfeit way, because your babbling bypasses
your mind

For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit prays but my mind is unfruitful. (1 Cor 14:14)

Charismatics are doing exactly the same manner.
They say, “just let the words roll out of your lips, do it fast, do it loud, don’t think
about the words, let your mind goes empty, practice often and you will be natural”

Paul was saying, ‘let me show you what I do’. 
‘When I pray and sing, I do it with my spirit and my mind’

I will pray with my spirit, but I will pray with my mind also; I will sing praise with 
my spirit, but I will sing with my mind also. (1 Cor 14:15)

Paul said

Nevertheless, in church I would rather speak five words with my mind in order to 
instruct others, than ten thousand words in a tongue. (1 Cor 14:19)

Paul will choose to speak short but intelligible words that can teach others in church
than speaking long and unintelligible, counterfeit babbling
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Principles

6. Thus tongues are a sign not for believers but for unbelievers 

22 Thus tongues are a sign not for believers but for unbelievers, while prophecy is
a sign not for unbelievers but for believers. 23 If, therefore, the whole church
comes together and all speak in tongues, and outsiders or unbelievers enter, will
they not say that you are out of your minds? 24 But if all prophesy, and an
unbeliever or outsider enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by
all, 25 the secrets of his heart are disclosed, and so, falling on his face, he will
worship God and declare that God is really among you. ( 1 Cor 14:20-24)
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Thus tongues are a sign not for believers but for unbelievers, 

Authenticating sign for the apostles’ messageUnbelieving Jews from all over came to Jerusalem

If, therefore, the whole church comes together and all speak in tongues, and
outsiders or unbelievers enter, will they not say that you are out of your minds? ( 1
Cor 14:23)

All of them speak in tongues at the same time, the church is chaotic, in disorder,
causing confusion to others, especially the non-believers who come in, they will think
these Christians are crazy and absurd.

Paul was rebuking the Corinthian believers
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The Procedure of speaking in tongues

1. Building up

What then, brothers? When you come together, each one has a hymn, a 
lesson, a revelation, a tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be done for 
building up. (1 Cor 14:26)

Not for pride, ego and superiority complex

Not for competition

Not for condemning or putting down someone

‘Edification’ – building up others
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2. Maximum limit

27 If any speak in a tongue, let there be only two or at most three, and each in 
turn, and let someone interpret. (1 Cor 14:27)

3. Orderly sequence

4. Must be interpreted

True languages True interpretation

5. Keep silent if no interpreter

But if there is no one to interpret, let each of them keep silent in church and 
speak to himself and to God. (1 Cor 14:28)

6. Meditate to God quietly 
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7. Orderly worship to a God of order

For God is not a God of confusion but of peace.

As in all the churches of the saints, (1 Cor 14:33)

Paul said the worship in the church before God must reflect God’s character and nature

God of peace, harmony, order and clarity.

Not a god of strife, confusion, madness, havoc, frenzy, ecstasy

But all things should be done decently and in order.( 1 Cor 14:40)

Church worship must be in order

Church liturgy

Worship songs and Choir

Bible reading

Sermon preaching

Offerings

Announcement
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Modern day Charismatic movement mirrors the Corinthian church

Chaotic, Noisy, Experiences
Playing with ambience: light and sound
Mass ‘speaking in tongue’
Mass ‘slain by the spirit’

Private self-edification
Display of ecstatic frenzy
Emotion experience over intellectual understanding
Absorb in their own experiences
Glory in unintelligible ‘secret communion’ with God

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You 
know that when you were pagans you were led astray to mute idols, however you 
were led.3 Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the Spirit of 
God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except in the 
Holy Spirit.(1 Cor 12:3)

Some people in the church were uttering gibberish words that cursed Jesus

Some may be ignorant of what they were uttering

Some were demon- possessed to make direct cursing utterance

Only the true believers, who possess the Holy Spirit, will declare that “Jesus is Lord”
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Holy Spirit 

Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they
are from God, for many false prophets have gone out into the world. (1
John 4:1)

Conclusion

69

70



20/5/2022

36

Biblical teaching:

“Speaking in tongues” is a gift God gives to 
some and not all, for a purpose and for a 
limited period only 

Wrong Charismatic view:

One should seek the gift of 
‘speaking in tongue’  from God

wrong

All these are empowered by one and the 
same Spirit, who apportions to each one 
individually as he wills.(1 Cor 12:11)

Biblical teaching:

True “speaking in tongues” refer to 
intelligible language, unknown to the 
speaker but known to those who are 
present in Acts 2

Wrong Charismatic view:

‘speak in tongue’ is a heavenly  
language

And how is it that we hear, each of us in his 
own native language? (Acts 2:8)

wrong

So with yourselves, if with your tongue you 
utter speech that is not intelligible, how will 
anyone know what is said? For you will 
be speaking into the air.(1 Cor 14:9)
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Biblical teaching:

In the Church where everyone is 
a believer, then there is no 
reason for speaking in tongues

Wrong Charismatic view:

Let every believer in the Church 
speak in tongue

“tongues are a sign not for believers 
but for unbelievers” (1 Cor 14:22)

wrong

Biblical teaching:

All spiritual gifts, including 
tongues, must build up others

Wrong Charismatic view:

Speaking in tongue help oneself 
to grow spiritually

wrong

To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 
for the common good. (1 Cor 12:7)

the one who speaks in tongues, unless 
someone interprets, so that the church may be 
built up (1 Cor 14:7)
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Biblical teaching:

Speaking in tongues is in the context of in 
a church assembly for building others

Wrong Charismatic view:

Speaking in tongue is a private 
communion with God

wrong

What then, brothers? When you come together, 
each one has a hymn, a lesson, a revelation, a 
tongue, or an interpretation. Let all things be 
done for building up. (1 Cor 14:26)

Biblical teaching:

No where in the Bible that God wants us to 
be mindless, or to function on pure 
emotion without understanding / meaning.

Wrong Charismatic view:

Speaking in tongue is to switch 
off the mind, let your spirit and 
emotions free and talk to God

wrong

What am I to do? I will pray with my spirit, but I 
will pray with my mind also; I will sing praise 
with my spirit, but I will sing with my mind 
also. (1 Cor 14:15)

And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind. (Mat 22:37)
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Summary 

1) is a cursing sign to unbelieving Israel, that salvation is now extended to the Church
2) is a blessing sign that salvation is from Jews to include Gentiles
3) is an authority sign for at the infancy of the church, to affirm the apostolic authority

and confirmation of God’s words.

The Purpose of ‘speaking in tongues’ –

The Principle of ‘speaking in tongues’

4. The spiritual gift of tongues are meaningful words

1. The “speaking in tongues” are intelligible languages, not irrational or meaningless 
gibberish

2. God gives Spiritual gifts (including the gift of tongues) according to His will, not men 
praying or asking for it

3. The spiritual gifts are used to build up others, not for self ego or pride

5. Tongues are words that involve both the spirit and mind  

6. Thus tongues are a sign not for believers but for unbelievers 
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The Procedure of ‘speaking in tongues’

2. Maximum limit 2 or 3

3. Orderly sequence

4. Must be interpreted

1. Building up

5. Keep silent if no interpreter

6. Personal worship to God 

Decent and 
Orderly worship

The End
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