
Unit .17

Session .03

The Rebuilding 
of the Temple

2 “The Lord of Armies says this: These people say: 
The time has not come for the house of the Lord to 
be rebuilt.” 3 The word of the Lord came through 
the prophet Haggai: 4 “Is it a time for you yourselves 
to live in your paneled houses, while this house lies in 
ruins?” 5 Now, the Lord of Armies says this: “Think 
carefully about your ways: 6 You have planted much 
but harvested little. You eat but never have enough 
to be satisfied. You drink but never have enough to 
be happy. You put on clothes but never have enough 
to get warm. The wage earner puts his wages into a 
bag with a hole in it.”. … 12 Then Zerubbabel son 
of Shealtiel, the high priest Joshua son of Jehozadak, 
and the entire remnant of the people obeyed the 
Lord their God and the words of the prophet 

Haggai, because the Lord their God had sent him. 
So the people feared the Lord. 13 Then Haggai, 
the Lord’s messenger, delivered the Lord’s message 
to the people: “I am with you—this is the Lord’s 
declaration.” … 6 For the Lord of Armies says this: 
“Once more, in a little while, I am going to shake 
the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land. 
7 I will shake all the nations so that the treasures of 
all the nations will come, and I will fill this house 
with glory,” says the Lord of Armies. 8 “The silver 
and gold belong to me”—this is the declaration 
of the Lord of Armies. 9 “The final glory of this 
house will be greater than the first,” says the Lord of 
Armies. “I will provide peace in this place”—this is 
the declaration of the Lord of Armies.

Scripture

Haggai 1:2-6, 
12-13; 2:6-9
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Main Point:
God desires to dwell 
with His people and 

reveal His glory to them. 

Unit .17

Session .03

The Rebuilding 
of the Temple

Intro Options

Option 1

Ask students to define priorities, but without words. They have to assemble a wordless skit or a drawing 
to illustrate to a preliterate culture with a different language what a priority is.  Give them some time 
to prep their skits or make their drawings and then have them share them. Try to come up with a 
working definition for priority (e.g., something that is more important than other things; something 
that determines where you put your time and energy; something that determines how you go about your 
day).

Ask them what people have as priorities in our culture today; note that what we say our priorities are 
and what we show our priorities are might be different! In today’s lesson, God will confront his people 
for having misordered priorities.

 

 

Option 2

Have your students imagine they are rummaging around in their great-great uncle’s old barn, trying to 
find some valuable antiques to sell on eBay. They find an old clock, but its face is all smudged. When they 
try to wipe it off, suddenly, shabam! A strange genie pops out! He’s got a watch on each wrist. It turns out 
this is a special kind of genie: a Now and Then Genie! Now and Then Genies can only grant two wishes, 
not three; moreover, one wish has to be for right now, and the second wish has to be for the future (get 
it? Now and Then?). The usual genie rules apply (no wishing for more wishes), but beyond those, your 
students’ imagination is the limit. Ask them what their two wishes are.

After everyone has gotten to share their present and future wishes, offer them the following two 
wishes: for the present, what if the wish were for God’s presence? For the future, what if the wish were 
for ever-greater glory? Would the students prefer their original wishes or the ones you just mentioned? 
In today’s lesson, God will offer those two “wishes” to his returned exiles through the prophet Haggai.
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Read Haggai 1:2-6.

Have you ever heard someone, when upset at a child, say to his or her spouse, “Your child got in trouble today”? Notice 
the emphasis. Clearly the kid has done something (or a number of somethings) to create this kind of frustration. The 
parent doesn’t take ownership of the child but rather indicates a distance from the child in an attempt to clarify his 
or her frustration or anger. God is employing a similar verbal technique in this passage. 

Notice that, in verse 2, the Lord did not refer to the Israelites as “my people” but instead called them “these people.” It’s 
a cold, distant descriptor and would have indicated, from the very beginning of the book, that something was wrong. 

What could make God seem so distant and displeased with these people? He answered that by highlighting their 
unwillingness to build the temple. Ultimately the issue was not that they did not think the temple should be 
built, but rather they believed that the time had not yet come for them to build the temple. They were delaying 
their obedience. It has been said that delayed obedience is disobedience. This was a pretty clear picture of delayed 
obedience, and God was not happy about it.

• Do you agree that delayed obedience is disobedience? Explain.

God warned that their delayed obedience resulted in their own lack of personal fulfillment. They had failed to obey 
God in building His house, and their argument was that the time had not yet come. However, they were providing 
nice homes for themselves and trying to build great farms; their self-centered view of the world was leaving them 
unfulfilled. God’s word to them was an indictment. They were attempting to place their comfort ahead of obedience 
to God, but there was a further failure: they assumed that they knew better than God and did the opposite of what 
would actually lead to their flourishing. 

• In what ways are you guilty of putting your own comfort ahead of 
obedience to God?

Read Haggai 1:12-13.

The word of the Lord was heard, and the people responded in faith and obedience. This is a beautiful picture of repentance. 
It is also a reminder that obedience is the visible evidence of a heart that follows God. The Bible reminds us that we do not 
work for our salvation (Eph. 2:9), but it also reminds us that genuine salvation always lead to works (Jas. 2:18).

This is important to understand. The world is full of people who claim faith. We live in a culture where people claim 
to follow Christ but live to the contrary. The passages states that their act of obedience was evidence of hearts that 
follow after God. It specifically says that the people obeyed God because they feared the Lord. So the evidence of our 
reverence and worship is our obedience.

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 
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Main Point:
God desires to dwell 
with His people and 

reveal His glory to them. 

99 Essential Doctrines (p. 64, DDG)

Inspiration of Scripture
The inspiration of Scripture refers to God’s direction of the human authors of the 
Bible so that they composed and recorded His message to humankind in their 
original writings (2 Tim. 3:16; 2 Pet. 1:19-21). Occasionally this inspiration was 
achieved through dictation, where God spoke directly to the original authors. 
Most of the time, however, this inspiration was achieved through the supernatural 
influence of the Holy Spirit through the personalities of the authors so that their 
writings can be considered the very words of God.

Haggai 1

2-6. “A common name for God in Haggai is the Lord of Armies (used 14 times). This title views God as the Divine 
Warrior in charge of the armies of heaven, thus he is all-powerful and directs the fiery forces of the armies of heaven 
(2 Kings 6:16-17). Because he is sovereign, he can help the discouraged people of Jerusalem rebuild the temple. The 
people were saying to each other the time has not come to finish the work of building God’s temple. Times were 
tough, and there was opposition, but God wanted his people to get on with the work. … Your paneled houses refers 
to the upper-income homes of Zerubbabel and Joshua. Their homes had expensive wood interior paneling to cover 
the ugly and uneven stones (similar to Solomon’s palace in 1 Kings 7:3,7). Why were these leaders spending lavishly 
on their own homes and giving no priority to building God’s house?”1

12-13.  “God used Haggai’s message to convict the people and cause them to resume the work. Zerubbabel, Joshua, 
and the entire remnant of the people obeyed the voice of the Lord. Haggai’s reference to the people, once they 
respond in obedience to God’s Word, as the ‘remnant’ is significant. These were those who feared the Lord in the 
sense that they chose to honor and reverence Him. As the people began their work, He encouraged them through 
Haggai, reassuring them that He was with them.”2

COMMENTARY
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• Give some examples of how obeying God’s Word visibly displays your 
worship of Him.

Read Haggai 2:6-9. 

God once again spoke through Haggai. The Lord promised the provision for the rebuilding of the temple. The 
phrases “heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land” were intended to clarify that everything will be affected 
by this movement of God. The ability of God to “shake” all the nations was a reminder of God’s omnipotence and 
authority. God is able, and He will provide to sustain the rebuilding of the temple. 

Every nation under heaven was and is under the power and authority of God. He can and will move them as He 
wishes to accomplish His purposes. While there are kings and kingdoms, and quite a few seem powerful beyond our 
ability to comprehend, God is bigger still. When it seems as if the arc of history is bending toward an unfortunate 
end, we have to remember that God is in control and is able to accomplish His will. Our responsibility in these 
moments of uncertainty is to hope in God and trust in His provision

• Have you found yourself fearful of the future because you trusted too much 
in someone or something other than God?

God’s promise was to provide peace (v. 9). The word for “peace” in Haggai 2:9 is shalom. It’s a fairly well-known 
Hebrew word. When we hear the word peace we often think of the absence of conflict, and yet shalom is a much 
more robust word. In simple terms, it could be understood as the holistic blessing of God. In other words, when God 
comes and works redemptively, He comes bringing His shalom, His holistic blessing, to His children. 

Christians are to live out God’s peace in their lives. As mentioned above, the Christian is called to live moment-by-
moment in this peace. There will be times when this is more challenging and even unnatural. In those moments, we 
have to discipline ourselves to trust God and rest in his peace. This is why we say that we have to practice peace. It’s 
not natural for any of us. Beyond that, though, the Bible seems to indicate that we have a responsibility to pursue 
shalom in the places where we live. In fact, Jeremiah 29:7 indicates that God’s people are called to live in the peace 
that He brings and do what they can to proclaim that peace wherever they go.

Our response should be twofold. First, we should ask ourselves, “Am I personally walking in God’s peace right now?” 
If not, we need to trust Christ. We need to acknowledge our brokenness and ask God to provide redemption and 
restoration. Second, we need to ask ourselves, “How am I working to see shalom made known in my community?”

• How are you contributing to seeking God’s peace in the community you 
call home?

TEACHING PLAN

His Story 
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Main Point:
God desires to dwell 
with His people and 

reveal His glory to them. 

Haggai 2

6. “Once more, in a little while, I am going to shake the heavens and the earth, the sea and the dry land. … Only 
a conviction that the Lord is speaking to them through his prophet is likely to provide adequate motivation for 
the daunting task before the people. The prophet therefore never lets them lose sight of the theological basis of the 
message. Repeatedly he invokes the Lord’s self-disclosure of his will s the proper underpinning for all that he has to 
say to his people.”3

7. “First, the context focuses on the means by which the temple project would be completed in such a way that it 
would be a worthy successor to the Solomonic temple… In the second half of verse 7, the Lord promises to fill his 
house with glory. By “glory” the manifestation of divine presence probably is intended. In response to the obedience 
of the covenant people the Lord will once again be uniquely identified with them by virtue of his transcendent 
presence in the Jerusalem temple.”4

9. “Verse 9 serves two purposes. It reveals the final goal of the shaking of the cosmos/nations and brings closure to 
the entire passage, addressing the people’s concern introduced in verse 3 by repeating the same vocabulary (‘glory,’ 
‘this,’ ‘house,’ ‘former’). One should not miss in the English translation that this does not refer to two different houses 
(former and present houses), but rather to two different glories of the same house: ‘The latter glory of this house shall 
be greater than the former.’ To a people discouraged by the intimidating goal of matching the Solomonic temple, 
this promise would engender hope.”5

COMMENTARY

(p. 66, DDG)  Christ Connection

When the people obeyed God and continued rebuilding the temple, God 
promised that the glory of the temple would be greater than that of the first. This 
promise was fulfilled in Jesus who emptied Himself by assuming the form of a 
servant to provide peace so God could dwell with His people and reveal His glory. 

Activity

 Ask your students to take some time to consider how they can apply the lesson to their lives this week. What 
priorities of theirs need to change? How will the assurance of God’s presence and the promise of greater glory to 
come help them prioritize their faith? 

Once they’ve had some time to think, they should make a poster, a table tent, a pamphlet, a nursery rhyme, or a 
song that they can take with them (or leave as a public display in the youth room) to help them prioritize their 
joy in Jesus. These helps could be a table tent with one side having Haggai 2:9 on one side and the student’s 
resolution on the other; it could be a verse from a popular song with re-written lyrics to encourage “building the 
temple” of God’s church. Encourage your students to share if they’d like with the others at the end of your time.
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God’s Story has always been designed to connect with our story. It is because of His Story that our stories make sense, 
have meaning, and carry on into eternity. Use the questions below to help think through how His Story connects 
with your own. Suggested answers to these questions can be found on the right-hand side of the page for leaders. 

Head

How has the Word of God reshaped the priorities in your own life?  

Why should Christians turn their attention to God’s Word when battling against 
spiritual apathy? 

Heart

What was the promise God gave the Israelites in Haggai 1? 
 

In what ways do we tend to take for granted or forget the great gift that God 
Himself is to His children? 

Hands

What are some earthly comforts that can distract you from following God’s will? 
 

How can Christians guard themselves from falling for such distractions?  
 

Our Mission 
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Head 

One of the things we learn from this account is how the Word of God is able to turn people back to God in 
repentance. When apathy set in on account of opposition, it took a word from God through the mouths of the 
prophets for the people to realign their priorities. They went from being concerned only about earthly possessions 
and securities to doing the will of God, resulting in a renewed sense of purpose and devotion to Him.  

Heart

God’s desire is to dwell with humanity, not because He needs to but because He wants to. He created us for His 
glory and so that we could enjoy Him forever. Even given humankind’s sinful and ultimately futile resistance to 
this purpose, God will not depart from His purpose. As the restored Jewish people’s priorities wrongly consisted of 
their own creaturely comforts, all too often ours do as well. May we heed God’s instruction through Haggai to the 
people—and by extension to us—to prioritize the worship of Him above all matters in life, knowing that the pursuit 
of God’s glory is for our own good, indeed our highest good. We can trust Him to provide the means to worship Him 
properly even as our circumstances might prove difficult at times. 

God’s promise of being with them found in verse 13 is one of tremendous comfort for any believer. God’s presence 
is a commanding anticipation in Scripture. God promised it to His people over and over again in the Old Testament 
(Jer. 32:38, Ezek. 37:27). It’s also the promise that God gave in the Book of Revelation about His climactic 
condescension to dwell with humanity (Rev. 21:3). God’s presence is the ultimate promise to His people. Because 
separation from God was the curse that resulted from Adam and Eve’s great sin in the garden of Eden (Gen. 3:23-24), 
we often get so caught up in the various blessings that God provides for us that we miss the greatest blessing of all, 
namely, God Himself.

Hands

Haggai admonished the people for their neglect of God’s house because their attention had shifted away from the 
things of God to their own personal well-being. In essence, Haggai lamented that the people lived in fine homes 
while the temple lay in ruins (Hag. 1:3-6). This happens when spiritual apathy sets in—we neglect the things of God 
in pursuit of the things of this world. 

Main Point:
God desires to dwell with His 

people and reveal His glory to them. 
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