
8 “Listen, High Priest Joshua, you and your colleagues 
sitting before you; indeed, these men are a sign that I 
am about to bring my servant, the Branch. 9 Notice 
the stone I have set before Joshua; on that one stone 
are seven eyes. I will engrave an inscription on it”—
this is the declaration of the Lord of Armies—“and I 
will take away the iniquity of this land in a single day. 
10 On that day, each of you will invite his neighbor to 
sit under his vine and fig tree.” This is the declaration 
of the Lord of Armies. … 12 You are to tell him: This 
is what the Lord of Armies says: Here is a man whose 
name is Branch; he will branch out from his place and 
build the Lord’s temple. 13 Yes, he will build the 
Lord’s temple; he will be clothed in splendor and will 
sit on his throne and rule. There will also be a priest on 
his throne, and there will be peaceful counsel between 
the two of them. … 9 Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! 
Shout in triumph, Daughter Jerusalem! Look, your 

King is coming to you; he is righteous and victorious, 
humble and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of 
a donkey. 10 I will cut off the chariot from Ephraim 
and the horse from Jerusalem. The bow of war will be 
removed, and he will proclaim peace to the nations. 
His dominion will extend from sea to sea, from the 
Euphrates River to the ends of the earth. … 7 Sword, 
awake against my shepherd, against the man who is 
my associate—this is the declaration of the Lord of 
Armies. Strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be 
scattered; I will turn my hand against the little ones. 
8 In the whole land—this is the Lord’s declaration—
two-thirds will be cut off and die, but a third will be 
left in it. 9 I will put this third through the fire; I will 
refine them as silver is refined and test them as gold is 
tested. They will call on my name, and I will answer 
them. I will say: They are my people, and they will say: 
The Lord is our God.”

Scripture

Zechariah 
3:8-10; 6:12-13; 

9:9-10; 13:7-9

Unit .17

Session .04

The Promise of 
a Coming King
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Christ as 
High Priest

As our Great High Priest, Jesus accomplishes 
the work of reconciling us to God. He is 
the One whose perfect righteousness is 
presented to the Father for our justification. 
He is the One who intercedes for us before 
the Father (Heb. 7:25; 9:24) and prays for us 
to remain faithful (Luke 22:31-32; John 17).

99 Essential 
Doctrines

His Story

What stands out to you the most about the branch and stone imagery used 
by the Old Testament prophets to describe the Messiah?

How would you explain to someone 
the forgiveness of sins through the 
cross of Christ?
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Christ as 
High Priest

As our Great High Priest, Jesus accomplishes 
the work of reconciling us to God. He is 
the One whose perfect righteousness is 
presented to the Father for our justification. 
He is the One who intercedes for us before 
the Father (Heb. 7:25; 9:24) and prays for us 
to remain faithful (Luke 22:31-32; John 17).

In what ways have you seen God refine your faith, even through trials?

Why is it important for Jesus be both king and priest? 

Main Point
Jesus suffered to 

bring us peace.
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His Story

How would you describe your willingness to see the pain in your life as an 
indication that God is at work in you to accomplish things that lead to His 
glory and your own good?

Christ Connection

God promised to send a priest, a king, and a shepherd to remove 
iniquity, bring peace, and be struck down for the sheep. Jesus is the one 
who fulfilled this prophecy as the perfect intercessor, ruler, and sacrifice 
for God’s people. Jesus laid down His life on the cross as the substitute 
to pay sin’s penalty and bring peace between God and sinners.

extremely against                         generally willing                     joy despite sorrow

THE GOSPEL PROJECT FOR STUDENTS  |  74



Our Mission

Head

How encouraging is it to know that God is sovereign to bring good out of 
painful circumstances?

What are some examples, either biblical or personal, of God bringing good 
from evil?

Heart

How should the truth of what God has done for us through Christ motivate 
us toward greater love for Him?

How can we fight apathy in our own lives toward God with the truth of 
what Christ has done for us?

Hands

How should the fact that Jesus reigns over the nations motivate us 
toward missions?

What are you and your local church actively doing to ensure the gospel 
reaches the corners of the earth?
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The 7 Arrows of 
Bible Reading

What does this 
passage say?

How does this passage 
change the way I 
relate to people?

What does this 
passage tell us 

about God?

What did this 
passage mean to its 
original audience?

How does this 
passage prompt 

me to pray?

What does this 
passage Tell us 

about man?

What does 
this passage 

demand of me?

Daily 
Devotions

I have three children. They’re all teenagers. I can’t 
count the number of times I’ve said to them, 
“Listen to me!” It can seem frustrating to get their 
attention. What’s more, I have tried to help them 
not make the same mistakes that I have made in 
the past. In these verses God was doing the same 
thing. He was trying to convince the Israelites not 
to make the mistakes of their ancestors and to pay 
attention to Him. The beauty is, that if they did, He 
promised that they will be with Him and He will 
be with them. This is the promise of the Garden 
of Eden. Once again, humanity and God walking 
together, experiencing the unbroken relationship 
of Creator and created. God is continuing to say 
these things to us today. He wants us to learn from 
history; He wants us to learn from God’s word, and 
He wants us to follow Him in faith. Our promise is 
the same; that we will walk with Him. 

Are there areas of your life that God 
has been trying to get your attention? 
Are their areas that you need to obey 
Him in but you have struggled to 
do so?

Day 1

Zechariah 
1:1–2:13
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I love what this passage tells us about the Branch 
as it is grown into a full vine (3:10). It says that it 
will cast shade for those who gather under it. Read 
retrospectively, it says that the followers of Jesus 
are the ones who will sit under it. And then the 
passage calls God’s people to invite others to join 
them, sitting under the shade of the vine. This is 
important because, first, it reminds us that sitting 
under the vine is richly satisfying. That’s the picture 
here. There is restoration for hot and thirsty souls 
under the vine’s shade. Beyond that, though, it 
speaks to our role. We don’t provide shade; we just 
point to the One who does. The world is full of hot 
and thirsty people. We cannot quench their thirst, 
but we can give them directions to the One who 
can quench their thirst. God is calling His children 
to invite those they know who do not know Christ 
to join them in enjoying the comfort of the shade 
from the vine. 

Who is someone you know who does 
not know Christ? How might you use 
this passage to witness to them? 

Day 2

Zechariah 
3:1–6:12

We are to rejoice, and we are to shout! These are 
the expectations for the children of God who 
have enjoyed the comfort and redemption of the 
Messiah. Remember this principle: the manner of 
our worship says something about the object of 
our worship. We celebrate the things that mean 
the most to us, the things that move us the most. 
Can you imagine a baby’s first birthday and no 
one celebrating? Can you imagine everyone just 
standing around, nodding lethargically? Of course 
not. Those days are fabulous celebrations that we 
enjoy. Why do we enjoy them, and why do we 
celebrate so loudly? We do this because we love 
the child and we understand the wonder of both 
birth and growth. The same type of excitement 
should apply to our worship of the Messiah who 
has redeemed us. 

What does the manner of your 
worship say about the God you are 
worshiping?

Day 3

Zechariah 
6:13–9:17
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How much hope is present in Zechariah 10:6? It’s 
bubbling up on the page and spilling out in the 
life of those of us who are reading it. It’s hard to 
not sit back and just be in awe of God’s covenant-
keeping. God loves His people, and the promise of 
God, across Scripture, is that God will love, restore, 
and be with His people. This is why God is referred 
as Immanuel – the God who is with us. All the way 
back in the Abrahamic Covenant God promises 
to be with His people. And all the way forward to 
Revelation 21, God promises to ultimately be with 
His people. The greatest promise of Scripture, from 
the time that Adam and Eve were expelled from the 
Garden of Eden, and from God’s presence, is that 
God will once again be with us. This is yet another 
picture of God fulfilling that promise. One of the 
most beautiful pictures of this is Psalm 23:4. Even 
when we walk through the darkest valleys, we do 
not have to fear because God is with us. 

How does God’s promise of His 
presence give us hope? How is God’s 
presence able to keep us from fear?

Day 4

Zechariah 
10:1–12:14

God promises to put His people through a refining 
process. He will make us increasingly into His Son’s 
image through this refinement (Rom. 8:28-29). 
Refinement, though, is not easy. It is often painful 
and challenging. Thankfully, in this passage, God 
points out that we can cry out to Him as we walk 
through difficult moments. This guarantee is one of 
the beautiful realities of Jesus. He is not a God who 
is distant and uninterested. He is a God who loves 
His children, and as the passage reminds us, He is 
both with us and for us. The title “Immanuel,” used 
a few places in Scripture, literally means “God with 
us.” He knows us, He loves us, and He invites us 
to cry out to Him. He promises to then come to us 
and to be with us. 

Maybe you are struggling from time to time with 
some particular pain. You need to hear today that 
God is with you, He is for you, and He wants you 
to cry out to Him. He is your hope. 

In what areas do you need to cry out 
to God, sharing with Him your hurt 
and confirming your confidence and 
hope in Him?

Day 5

Zechariah 
13:1–14:21
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